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Nathan Althoff 
Jordan Anderson 
Renu Berg 
Kyle Boche 
Daniel Carlson 
David Cascalenda 
Alyssa Chevalier 
Rebecca Cordes 
Brandon Crocker 
Kayla Cunningham 
Kirsten Czeck 
Joseph DeBoer 
Denna Downhour 
 

Kara Ekholm 
Daniel Garman 
Brent Heitzinger 
Zachary Iskat 
Nick Knowlton 
John Lencowski 
Peter Leslie 
Connor McCauley 
Megan McGovern 
Andrew Menssen 
Ryan Michelson 
Jacob Och 
Kayla Olsen 
 

Brian Partlow 
Jaynie Peifer 
Christopher Pfeifer 
Eli Poirier 
Laura Rinker 
Kate Schletty  
Nick Schlief 
Breanna Schmid 
Jared Schmidt 
Nicholas Scott 
Adrianna Straka 
Kate Thorson 
Heidi Walsh 
Jane Yackley 

 

Congratulations and Good Luck! 



 

 

 
Notes from Pastor Erickson 

Church Office 651 457-3373 

The Saint Paul Area Synod Assembly is taking place 
this weekend, an annual event that gathers over 500 
voting members from the 114 congregations in our 
synod for two days of meetings, worship, reports, elec-
tions, and the like. There are those who do not look for-
ward to these assemblies, but others, myself included, 
find them to be exciting and important times for us to 
gather as the church. 
 
That’s right, when we gather as members of the synod, 
we gather as the church. Not representatives of 
churches, but as the church. We in the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America define our understanding of 
the church as a body having three expressions: the local 
congregation, the regional synod, and the national 
churchwide office. The synods and the churchwide ex-
pression are not simply associations of congregations, 
nor are they merely the “bosses” or “servants” of these 
congregations, though at times they may act like any of 
these. At our best, we are an interdependent set of or-
ganisms, relying on and supporting one another, and we 
are each fully the church. 
 

Of course, this begs the question, Just what is the church? 
While countless books have been written answering this 
question, I would say that the church is simply a gathering 
of the faithful who seek to be in relationship with God 
through worship, learning, and service to others. At its 
best, the church is not preoccupied with its own survival 
(budgets, buildings, and programs), but with the further-
ing of God’s purposes in the world, the establishment of 
God’s kingdom of justice, mercy, and love. This is not to 
say that buildings and budgets are not important, but that 
they are always secondary to, and instruments for, the 
mission of God in the world. 
 
This is why I enjoy synod assemblies. They can (at their 
best) encourage us to step outside of our congregational 
boxes and see things from a broader perspective, and they 
can call and inspire us to recommit ourselves to being the 
church, being God’s church, in our local and global con-
text. I ask you to pray for those who will be attending 
from Augustana (Pastor Aune, myself, Don  Marsh, Jim 
Andrews, Scott  Deyo, Ginny Kruse, Janet Metcalfe, and 
Betty Hess) as we will be electing (or re-electing) a 
bishop and voting members to the 2009 Churchwide As-
sembly, and worshipping, debating, and being challenged 
by keynote speaker Tony Campolo to be the church, the 
living witnesses to the power of God at work in the world. 
 
 Peace, 




