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Local Mission Partner 

What they do:  Fol-
lowing the Vietnam War, 
many people of Laos, 
Cambodia, and Vietnam 
fled persecution in their 
homelands and eventually 
made their way from refu-
gee camps to the Twin Cit-
ies. In 1981, some Lu-
theran pastors and lay peo-
ple responded to the many 
new refugees arriving in St. 
Paul by founding Southeast 
Asian Ministry (SeAM). 

Over the years the needs of the refugees have changed, 
as have the programs of SeAM accordingly, but our 
mission statement remains the same: "A faith-based 
ministry serving people of diverse cultures new to our 
community as they strive to achieve self-reliance." 
 

How is Augustana involved? Augustana is a 
partner congregation. Partner congregations are vital to 
SeAM, not only for funding but also for critical links to 
the community. Partners often provide volunteers and 
resources for our intercultural programs, as well as ref-
erences to other individuals and organizations who can 
assist SeAM in building, refining, and expanding its 
programs. 
 

How can you get involved?  The gift of peo-
ple's time is invaluable to SeAM's ability to continue to 
provide services to those in the St. Paul area. Currently, 
SeAM is looking for ESL teachers for both morning 
and evening classes.  Also, volunteers are needed to 
help with the Hmong Handwork consignment pro-
gram. 
 

 

SOUTHEAST ASIAN MINISTRY 

Our Programs  

Christmas Friendship 
Every Christmas, SeAM connects financially trou-
bled refugee families with sponsors who want to 
give to those in need.  
 

The Elder Program 
The Elder Program was created to address issues of 
depression and isolation in refugee elders. Hmong 
and Cambodian elders come for social activities, 
educational opportunities, interaction with volun-
teers and a meal.  
 

Educational Programs/Adult Forums  
SeAM staff and board members give presentations 
ranging from basic history about what brought refu-
gees here to in-depth discussion of current issues 
facing refugees and immigrants.  
 

Parish Nurse Program 
The Parish Nurse Program provides culturally spe-
cific health education and help negotiating the 
Western health care system. 
 

  For more information visit: 
 

www.seam-stpaul.org 
Phone: 651-293-1261 
E-mail: seam@seam-stpaul.org 
 

Or, stop by our office!  
Monday - Friday, 9 AM - 5 PM. 
 

105 University Ave W 
St. Paul, MN 55103 

 



 

 

 
A Message from Pastor Aune  

Church Office 651 457-3373 

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill  
  the law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2 
 

The ‘law of Christ’ is to love one another just as Jesus loves us. To bear the burdens of 
another person is one of many different ways that Christians fulfill this law Jesus is 
speaking about and give witness to Jesus in their midst. 
 

There is a new ministry at Augustana that is doing exactly what Paul is writing about in 
his letter to the Galatians. It is called Care Team Ministry. The Health Care Ministries 
committee in partnership with Lyngblomsten has organized this ministry of caring. Paula Morton is giv-
ing leadership to this ministry and together with Mary Nordtvedt, our parish nurse, has helped get this 
group of caring people organized. 
 

What will this group of about 25 people do? They will bear the burdens of individuals and families in the 
Augustana community when there is a need. They will function as extended family members doing a 
broad range of activities: 

• regular visits 
• light yard work or household chores 
• shopping assistance 
• transportation 
• support for family caregivers 
 

As a result of the relationships that will be established, friendships will develop and the love of Christ 
will be shared. Much of what Christians do in faith communities goes unnoticed. But if you begin to mul-
tiply the one on one caring that takes place as Christians fulfill this law of Christ, you come up with a 
staggering number.  
 

Care Team Ministry is an outgrowth of Augustana’s partnership with Lyngblomsten. Mary Nordtvedt, 
our wonderful parish nurse, was called to Augustana as a result of this partnership. Lyngblomsten is one 
of many ministry partnerships that Augustana has in the community and across the globe. Because of 
these partnerships, too many for me to mention in one newsletter article, you as a member of Augustana 
help touch the lives of a very large number of people. You help to bear burdens and share the love of 
Christ.  
 

I’d like to give a brief update on the work of your call committee. They have interviewed two possible 
candidates and recently went to hear one of these two candidates preach a sermon. The committee will be 
meeting later this week to continue the conversation and seek God’s direction about who will be the next 
associate pastor at Augustana. Please keep the call committee in your prayers. 
 

Finally, my prayer is that you will find time for rest, renewal and opportunities to enjoy the gift of sum-
mer in Minnesota. Continue to make worship a priority and a habit. God speaks to us when we gather for 
worship; Sunday drive-in at 9 am, sanctuary at 10 am and Monday evenings on the Labyrinth at 6:30 pm. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 




