
 

 

How did you make the decision to enter the  
Seminary?  
 

I was fortunate enough to have a series of suppor-
tive pastors and professors who encouraged and 
inspired me to consider ordained ministry. I wanted 
to do something where all the gifts God gave me 
could be used.  
 
What attracted you to Augustana? 
 

When asked what my ideal call would be, I de-
scribed a place where worship was the most impor-
tant thing, outstanding music program, education, 
service and community involvement. The first church 
that came to everyone’s mind was Augustana 
 
What qualities/characteristics do you bring 
to Augustana?  
 

I am very excited to begin my ministry here and I 
know it will be contagious! I am energetic, earnest, 
and have great sense of humor (I think!) 
 
How do you hope to impact Augustana? 
 

Hopefully, I can help continue the tradition of strong 
worship, preaching, and teaching. I also hope to 
continue to inspire the faith life of children, youth, 
and young adults at Augustana.  
 
What would you like to say to the members 
of Augustana? 
 

Your congregation has already amazed me, and I 
know it won’t stop. Thank you for being so welcom-
ing and supportive. I’m honored to be a part of your 
ministry! 

    
 
 
Tell us about yourself 
 
 

I grew up in the rural farming 
community of Warren, in northwest Minnesota. My 
father is a farmer and grows sugar beets, soy beans 
and wheat. My mother is a high school English 
teacher. I have two sisters, one older and one 
younger, both living in the Seattle area.  
 

I attended Concordia College in Moorhead where I 
began pre-law coursework and finished in 2002 with 
a degree in religion and English. I went on to Luther 
Seminary receiving my Master of Divinity degree in 
2006. 
 

I received a graduate preaching fellowship through 
Luther Seminary and spent most of 2007 studying in 
London and Rome. I returned to the United States at 
the end of 2007 and began the call process.  
 

I currently live in St. Paul with my husband of two 
years, Chris Vitko. Chris is a web developer and na-
tive of St. Paul. I have two cats and a dog. 
 
What are your hobbies? 
 

I enjoy reading, scrapbooking, camping, hiking and 
other outdoor activities. 
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