1-13-08 Sermon

Matthew 3:13-17

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I like the fact that Jesus goes to John. He sets out from Galilee and goes to the Jordon to seek him out.

He sets out with something specific in mind.

We do that all the time. I spoke with a family this week that set out for home at Christmas for a specific reason. A long journey but they make it every year for a reason.

We put a list together and set out for Cub or Rainbow for a specific reason.

We call a friend to talk or meet for lunch or coffee for a specific reason.

I wonder what it was that prompted Jesus to make the trip. What happened or what changed for him that would cause him to go to John?

Jesus was in Galilee – in the northern part of Judea. He was about 30 years old – what was it that told him to go to the Jordon River to seek out his cousin John and be baptized?

It had to be something – when we have a specific destination in mind there is always a reason for setting out to get to that destination

When Jesus gets to the Jordon River and finds John and asks John to baptize him John at first says no – John replies to Jesus – I need to be baptized by you – Jesus says to John - “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Let it be so now – there is a sense here of the moment – this is the right thing to do now – in this time and in this place – in the moment – John the Baptist didn’t see it as he tried to turn the tables on Jesus.

Let it be so now and in this way fulfill all righteousness.

Righteousness is one of those loaded bible words that can be difficult to understand.

It seems to me as it is used in this story that it has something to do with being who God intended for us to be as baptized people.

To be baptized is to be in a relationship of harmony with God.

It means that we are living and loving and serving in a manner that God would say is good.

As our lives are congruent with God’s will and intent for us we fulfill all righteousness – we live in this relationship that God has initiated with us. Let it be so now.

This is my beloved son – this is my beloved daughter.

And part of what I wonder – for me as well as for you is this – do we see the same things Jesus saw when he came up from the water?

As his vision cleared after being immersed in the Jordon River and the water ran off his face - his eyes – as he readjusted to the light and the moment of what had happened – feeling the cool, wet river flowing around him;

He saw the Spirit of God come down upon him in the form of a dove and the dove touched him – the dove landed on him – either his head or on his shoulder – he saw this.

He heard the voice of God speak his name – specific and personal which is how God speaks to us – always specific and always personal.

He felt the love of God in the voice – in the spoken word;

this is my son – the beloved.

Let it be so now speaks to the present reality of our lives; 

· confused or clear 

· broken or whole 

·  joyful or sad 

·  and who knows what else.

The water event that happened in your life and in my life has something to say to you and to me today and it has something to do with you and with me today.

Let me see the dove.

Let me hear the voice.

Let me feel the promise of my named being called again and again.

Called into relationship.

Called into righteousness.

Called in love.

We come up out of the water and these gifts from God are right here – right now – in this moment.

You were baptized for a reason and now is the time to understand and seek out the reason. Jesus sets out for the Jordon River and he is different after he is baptized by John – something changes.

You were baptized for a reason and now is the time to listen for the voice that will tell you what to do.

What is God saying to you and the circumstances of your life? 

Are you being called to a specific task – does God need your gifts and your skills to minister in a specific area – be it home or work or school or community?

What is God saying to you and the circumstances of your life? 

Is there something broken that needs mending? 

Is there someone in need of love and compassion?

Is there something that needs to be said or done? 

Is that someone you?

You were baptized for a reason and now is the time to act – to move beyond that event as a cultural thing or a family thing or the thing to do because you just want to make sure everything is taken care of.

Peter in his sermon in Acts 10 said that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.

Why would it be anything less for us - we have been given that same Holy Spirit and that same power 

· in righteousness and in strength - let it be so now.

· in relationship and in love – let it be so now.

· in light and in love – let it be so now.

· in faith and in love - let it be so now.

As children - called by name.

