1-23-11 Sermon
3rd Sunday of Epiphany

Matthew 4:12-23

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I like to think of them as good old fashion bible stories.
They are easy to remember, they capture our imaginations; particularly as children. They stir up something deep inside us as we hear them.
The infant Moses floating in a basket and being pulled out of the Nile River by an Egyptian mid-wife and his life is spared.
Daniel in the lion’s den.

David and Goliath and 5 smooth stones and one slingshot.

Jesus, walking on the water and inviting Peter to get out of the boat and join him for a stroll on the water.
The calling of the 4 fishermen; Peter and Andrew, James and John. 2 sets of brothers; businessmen, hardworking folk, a life out on the water toiling with nets and fish and weather. A life they loved and a job that provided for their families and loved ones.

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.
Can you imagine something that compelling, that convincing, that you would leave your nets and follow; drop everything, leave it behind and start to follow a man you had never met before and he invites you to come and fish for people.
To be honest with you, I can’t imagine it.

Let’s face it. I don’t think anyone of us in our current context would do what these four men did.
Why; because we like our nets too much.

In fact, our nets have caught us and we are entangled in them and we don’t know how to get ourselves untangled.

It seems so simple, so clean, so picturesque; Jesus walking by the sea and he comes upon these fishermen, casting their nets into the sea and he says to them, come and follow me and I will make you fish for people and they immediately left their nets and followed him.

Maybe our nets our different. To be sure our context is different but the call of Jesus to follow is still the same. It hasn’t changed.

When there is a call a response is required and Jesus is calling for followers. Not responding is a response when there is a call to follow. There is a choice to be made. 
Peter, Andrew, James and John were not passive in this process; they left their nets and they followed and remember, the invitation was to fish for people.

To go, to leave behind our nets and to follow a person by the name of Jesus.

David Stark, the consultant we are using in our strategic planning process shared some things with the staff a few weeks ago that reflect our current culture in which we are the church. He shared with us that we live in a spiritually hungry culture yet people do not see the church as the place where they can be fed. You obviously feel differently or I assume you wouldn’t be here this morning.
He also shared with us that there is a consumer mentality and this is how these spiritually hungry people frame their spiritual lives; as religious consumers or as he put it – consumers of worship services.
And the question that comes into my mind is how do people move from religious consumers to disciples and followers? 
What needs to take place in order for this to happen? 

What is the role of the church in helping to make this happen?
The short answer comes from Jesus and he leaves it up to us; Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” And they left their nets and followed him.
People. Relationships. Leaving our nets behind. I think Jesus is purposefully vague here. Follow me and I will make you fish for people. How we do it is wide open.
I hope you noticed some of the survey results in the newsletter that was mailed out this past week. There is lots of great news and positive stuff that has come out of the survey but there is one question that showed where we struggle as a church. 
The question is this; I intentionally share the Gospel and my faith with others, including non-Christians and in settings outside the church. The average response was 1.9 on a scale of 1 to 10.
On first glance we struggle with this; intentionally sharing our faith with others outside the church or as Jesus puts it – fishing for people.  Lutheran Christians have historically had a hard time with verbally sharing our faith with others. It is hard for us to talk about these matters; it is personal.
But perhaps there is another way to understand this question. I sometimes wonder if people are intentionally sharing their faith with others outside the church but they just don’t know it. 
Maybe they are fishing for people, to use the language of Jesus, but they haven’t made the connection that they are sharing the Gospel with others by what they are doing.
I bring this up because I had breakfast with a member of this congregation last week. He’s a retired guy, spent his whole life in public service and because of his gifts and experience was invited to be part of a nonprofit that does work in Minnesota and in another country outside the US.

What was interesting to me in the conversation was the connection this person made between his involvement in this nonprofit organization and the fine work they were doing and his faith in Jesus Christ. 

He told me when he made the connection between his work with this group and his faith it was, and I quote, “like being hit on the head with a shovel”. 
He is not a subtle man. It is one of the things I like about him and for him faith is lived out in a practical, straightforward manner. This is what works for him.
Follow me and I will make you fish for people. How you do this might be different and probably is and probably should be. If we all do it the same it won’t work. But if we don’t do it, it won’t work either. This is what a disciple of Jesus does. This is what it means to follow Him. 
Christians are not religious consumers, we are people who leave our nets behind and follow Jesus.
There are all kinds of nets we leave behind and there are all kinds of ways to fish for people. And there are all kinds of settings and contexts in which we fish.
But if we are simply consumers and we keep it for ourselves, then what is coming into our lives never goes out of our lives. Disciples of Jesus leave their nets behind and they follow Jesus and they give away what they have received; grace, mercy, the love of God,

talent, time and treasure. It flows into our lives and it flows out of our lives. It flows in, it flows out. It flows in, it flows out.
We follow him into the world; our families, our neighborhoods, our places of employment. 

This is where Jesus wants to be and these are the places where Jesus needs to be.
If we keep him inside this building then we are nothing more than consumers. 
If we keep him to ourselves then we are nothing more than consumers and that is not what he calls us to be. 
He calls us to be disciples, followers, people who leave our nets behind and share the good news.

The story is still being written. 
It is our bible story and it is a good one. 
Don’t be afraid. 
Leave your nets behind and follow.

Thanks be to God. Amen

