1-4-09 Sermon
John 1:1-18

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

A bible reading that starts out – in the beginning - is a pretty good text for the first Sunday of the New Year.
There is something about the turning of the calendar from December 31 to January 1; the end of one year and the beginning of the next year.
For some folk it marks the end of the Christmas season - a season which can be a mixed bag of unmet expectations and pain as well as times of joyous celebration and thanks and often is a mixture of both those things.

For other folk it marks a time of reflection and looking back at the year that is now gone. Do you look back with regrets or do you look back in thanks and praise; or both?

For still others it is looking forward – out the front window, eyes and hearts focused on what will be – hearts filled with anticipation and hope or filled with uncertainty and concern.
At the beginning of a new year, John takes us back to the beginning.
In the beginning; these are the first 3 words of the bible – Genesis chapter 1, verse 1 and it is not a coincidence that John uses the same 3 words to begin his gospel narrative.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
All that God has to offer is here and has been here from the beginning of time – what has come into being in Jesus was life, and the life was the light of all people.
What would the beginning of your year look like if you knew and trusted going into the New Year that everything you would need has already been given to you in Jesus? 
Would it make a difference in the choices you make both materially and spiritually?
Would it help you to understand and accept God’s grace in your life in a new way?
There was a lady of limited means who always wanted to take a luxury cruise. After considering her fantasy to be an impossible dream for many years, she scraped together enough money to book economy passage on a six-day tour of the Caribbean. 
Figuring that the cost of food on the ship would be prohibitive, she packed several boxes of crackers, cereal and other snack-type foods into her luggage and proceeded to eat three meals a day in her room. 
On her last night aboard ... after counting and recounting the contents of her pocketbook with care ... she decided to splurge and take her last meal in the dining room. Expecting to be presented with the bill for such a sumptuous feast, she inquired with the waiter about its delay in coming. 
Taken aback by her request, he quickly regained his composure in time to say: "Surely madam understands that everything has already been taken care of. It's all a part of the package."
In Him was life and the life was the light of all people – from the beginning. 
Surely you understand sisters and brothers; it’s all a part of the package.
There was a phrase this past week that caught my attention in a devotional book I use – a question actually and it is a timely question in the beginning of a new year.
Have you been asking God what He is going to do?

Well of course I have – don’t we all? 
That’s what you ask at the beginning of a new year. 
What will God do? What sorts of things will God be up to in 2009 and oh by the way I would be more than happy to help with the list.

The devotional writer doesn’t stop with the question; listen to the question and then how he answers the question.

Have you been asking God what He is going to do? 
Answer - He will never tell you. God does not tell you what He is going to do—He reveals to you who He is. 
A spiritual light bulb goes on for me once again.
Perhaps if we spent less time trying to figure out what God is going to do or what we think God should do and just opened our eyes to see how He is revealed to us;

we may just feast at the banquet table a little more often instead of staying in our room eating our snack crackers.

John writes about it in this first chapter; He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
And the Word that was there in the beginning is among us. Right now – in the beginning of this year.
Perhaps this is the key - the key to seeing how God will be revealed to us. 
Always in flesh and blood – in human form – in the people who are as close to us as they can possibly be to the perfect stranger who crosses our path only once - to everyone in between.
I suspect it will make a difference for you and for me as we worry less about what we want God to do and see instead how God is revealed – in the beginning of the New Year. The Word becomes flesh and lives among us – full of grace and truth.
And the promise is, brothers and sisters, that we will see God’s glory this year, 2009, the glory as of a Father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Thanks be to God. Amen
