1-20-08 Sermon
2nd Sunday of Epiphany

John 1:29-42

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I can remember it like it was yesterday – both the event and the feeling that was in the pit of my stomach.
I was at the Mall of America with my brother Rich, 2 of our nieces and our children.

The Mall was jammed with people – I think we were having a good time. Rich’s youngest at the time Mari, who is my daughter’s age – all of a sudden was no longer with us – in spite of our best efforts of watching and shepherding small children in a large crowded public space – she was gone.

We didn’t panic and assumed she was just a few feet away but as we looked in ever widening circles she was no where to be found and that’s when the panic started to set in.

Rich and I made a quick plan and headed off in two different directions with the remaining kids in tow and we still couldn’t find her and we started to get really nervous. We had told the children more than once to stay close by.
Then after what seemed like a very long time when in fact it wasn’t - off a side hallway in that large building Mari appeared. Standing – interestingly enough - with a member of this church.

She had wandered into a store on her own and was out of our sight before we could blink. It happened that fast.
It was a tense few minutes – then relief – gratitude – joy as well as surprise over who Mari was standing with.
Anyone who has ever been out with small children in public places has said the same thing – stay close by – don’t get out of my sight. We say it for a reason – it is important.

We hear this morning from John’s gospel a recap of the baptism of Jesus – it is told a bit differently than how we heard it last week  and we also get an added bonus; we get to hear about what happens the next day after the baptism.
We get to hear how people begin to respond to Jesus.

I find that to be interesting as a preacher and a pastor – how people respond to Jesus – and what make it interesting is of course that everyone responds a little differently.

Some respond immediately and others take a long time to respond.

Some respond in a visible manner while still others have a more subdued, quiet response that is hard to see.
Some tell their family and friends while some keep it to themselves.

And some people don’t respond – which is a response by the way and others respond in a very negative manner – out right rejection.

The next day John [the Baptist] again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”  The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
Yes, John the Baptist had disciples and when they hear John’s observation about Jesus as the Lamb of God, they are curious and they follow him – John’s observation intrigues his disciples. 

Sometimes it doesn’t take much to get someone’s attention in regards to spiritual matters – issues around faith and life - a word or a phrase spoken in a moment of need or clarity an be enough. 

Sometimes it is something we say or do with out even realizing we are saying it or doing it - but if it falls on the right ears at the right time something can happen.

Look, the Lamb of God – hey let’s check it out - and they begin to follow him – and take note good people – Jesus notices the fact that these two men are checking him out – Jesus notices that they are interested in him and he asks them – what are you looking for?

When we follow – he notices.

When we seek him out he knows what we are looking for. 

These two men answer Jesus’ question with a question – where are you staying? - it appears they weren’t listening.

No surprise there – right women.

And Jesus, the patient one simply says come and see. 

- there is no pressure 
- there is no hard sell 
- there is no follow me or you’re gonna get it kind of theology 
But there is an invitation 
- and there is patience 
- and there is a confidence that only Jesus seems to have.

When we get close to him – when you and I with our various needs come into his presence – he has the power to respond to and meet those needs – whatever they are.

They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 
They stayed the day. They took the time.
This is not fast food Xianity.

Relationships that matter;

Relationships that have depth and meaning;

Relationships that sustain us take time.

They stayed the day.

When time seems to be such a precious commodity for each of us;

When our cultural creed is – I’m too busy – We’re too busy – it is difficult for us to wait and take time the time to get to know this one who invites us to come and see.

Proximity is one of the marks of a follower of Jesus. In order to follow you need to be close by – how else can we know where Jesus is leading us if we are not close by?

Our close encounter with a lost child at the Mall of America was because she wasn’t close enough to follow and she wasn’t sure what it meant to stay close by.

And when we aren’t close enough to follow it becomes easy to wander far afield and yes, even get lost - to lose our way.
They stayed the day and it changed their lives. 

They didn’t have it all figured out and they didn’t really know him that well before they started to follow him.

But they stayed – not only that day but everyday. They watched him heal the sick – they listened to him as he spoke about God’s love and mercy – they witnessed that love and mercy in action. They tried to understand his parables and they often missed the point.

But they stayed – even when they were confused – even when they were hurting – even when they felt like giving up. They stayed close by.
Because sometimes just staying close is all we can do and very often it is all we need to do – nothing more and nothing less.

He will do the rest and he will lead us home.

Thanks be to God. Amen

