10-14-07 Sermon
Stewardship Sunday #1

Romans 12:1-2

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I would ask for your indulgence for a few moments this morning so I might include a little teaching as part of the sermon today.
Our text on this first of 3 stewardship Sundays is Romans 12:1-2

Let’s read it together again this morning;

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
This is a wonderful stewardship text. A helpful way for us to understand it is to think of it as a door we are walking through as Christians – a door that we open in order to get from one part of the house to another part of the same house.
In chapters 1-11 of this letter –the apostle Paul – a highly educated Jew who had what we would call a PHD in the Law of Moses

The same man who had a personal encounter with the risen Jesus on the Damascus road – lays out for his readers the plan of salvation. 
He writes a long argument that salvation is in Christ and received by faith, and not by doing the works of the law – in other words Paul says – you cannot earn your way into heaven by doing good things.
And then we get to chapter 12 – our reading for today. We come to this door, we reach for the handle and we open it up and walk into the room where this life of faith – the life of salvation is lived out in our daily lives.

And notice how Paul does it – he doesn’t demand obedience like a hard nosed taskmaster but rather he makes an appeal – a plea for the transformed life – the renewed life – the life infused and guided by the Holy Spirit and the mercies of God.
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
We have a tendency to think worship only happens here in the sanctuary – on Sunday mornings and other special times. 
But the presentations of our bodies as living sacrifices takes place everyday. Out of the 168 hours of each week 1 hour is spent here and the other 167 are spent out there.

Presenting our bodies to God as a living sacrifice is spiritual worship. Let’s not get hung up on what I call the Mother Theresa syndrome where we feel like it’s not a sacrifice unless I do something like her.
Most of us are not called into that kind of life. Rather we are called into a life of citizenship, employment, marriage, parenting, family life, volunteering and for some retirement – what does spiritual worship look like in the context of these things we do? 
What does it look like for you?
Seeking the answers to these kinds of questions is part of our journey of faith; part of our stewardship journey.

 It is listening to and heeding the appeal from the Apostle Paul in our reading for today - Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Transformed by the renewing of our minds so we would know the will of God in our lives.
And this is God’s will in our lives – that Jesus Christ, the one who died for you and me – the one God raised from the dead would be invited by you and me to move from the edge of our lives into the center of our lives? 
This kind of transformation and renewal takes place in our minds when we begin to make decisions about how we live 

· how we give 

· how we serve 

· how we parent our children 

· how we treat fellow employees 

· how we treat strangers and aliens in our midst 

· how we manage our pocketbooks 

· how we treat fellow students 

· how we respond to the poor and the vulnerable in our society
When Jesus moves from the edges into the center - our pattern of living changes - our pattern of giving changes – it is transformed.
I recently heard a story of transformation that was real and dramatic. 
A 25 year old woman in drug and alcohol treatment for the first time, about 5 days into the program, sitting on her bed unsure of what to do next or what would happen next. 

She was scared and confused. Jesus enters the room and sits down next to her and simply puts his arms around her and holds her for about 20 minute –like a mother would hold a child. She has been sober since that day many years ago. This is a true story of transformation and she has been renewed again and again since that day on the edge of her bed in a treatment center.
I listened last year to a young professional couple whose giving was transformed as they walked into a new room with Jesus at the center and they quadrupled their financial pledge in one year. It was transformation out of joy and the mercies of God and as I listened to them tell their story I heard the renewal of their minds as well. They understand in new ways the will of God.
When we open the door and step into the room of transformation and renewal - change will happen – the power of the Holy Spirit and the power of the risen Christ change the believer when change is needed and renews the believer when doubt and weakness creeps in and we’re not sure if we can go on.
For some it can be a hard door to open for the simple reason that transformation means change and renewal means change and some people don’t want to change – they cannot picture themselves changing – they don’t know how to change – or they are afraid to change.
It is at this point – right here that the promise in scriptures comes to bear – notice what Paul says – notice the basis in which he makes his appeal 
· by the mercies of God
· by the grace of God

· buy the love of God

· by the power of God

This is how transformation and renewal takes place. It is ultimately God’s work and when we come to trust in this promise and rest in this promise – our lives truly become a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.

It is spiritual worship. It is the life of faith.

Thanks be to God. Amen

