Sermon 10-28-07
Reformation/Stewardship Sunday
John 8:31-36

Romans 3:19-28

Jeremiah 31:31-24

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

It is such a small word we hardly notice it; this in spite of the fact that it is used all the time. 

It is a small word yet it serves such an important function in how we communicate and what we communicate.
In the world of grammar it is called a conjunction and the random house college dictionary defines it this way – used to connect, grammatically coordinate words, phrases, or clauses.

Hence the sermon title for this morning – faith and commitment.
Two words when connected - become a powerful force for God in this world.

Two words when connected - capture for each of us what is possible for those who are in relationship with Jesus Christ.

And the order of the words is important – what comes first is critical.

The theme of the reformation – the reason we observe this Sunday in the church year as Lutheran Christians is clearly stated by Paul in the reading for today from Romans - for we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

What does this mean you may ask – it means that faith is the starting point for you and for me – the beginning point of the journey.

Faith is where it all begins – faith in Jesus Christ – believing that He died for me – it is really that simple. Saving faith which is a gift given by God - and by the power of the Holy Spirit this gift is awakened and kindled in each of our lives and we believe. 
We are justified – we are put into a right relationship with God not because we think we are good people – not because we do good things but finally and only on the basis of faith.
It is putting the horse before the cart and if you are going to travel any distance – the horse needs to be before the cart pulling it along.

Part of the reason we observe Reformation Sunday is to take us back and remind us again of this foundation – that salvation or justification – being put into a right relationship with God is by faith and faith alone – faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
But today is about two words – faith and commitment.

Today is about how these two words are connected. 
It is about the and – faith and commitment.

Try and understand it this way – ask anyone who has been married a long time what their secret is – how is it possible to stay married to the same person for 40 – 50 – 60 years?

They won’t say just love – the answer is always love and commitment because believe me there are times over the course of 40, 50, 60 years the love is not felt – my goodness, even those folks who have been married a shorter amount of time would say the same thing.

What is it that sustains a church for 100 years – faith and commitment – this is what keeps it going year after year.
And there is a lot riding on our commitment. 

The families who are now owner occupants of homes built under Habitat for Humanity wouldn’t be owner occupants if not for faith and commitment.

Our partners in ministry down at the Union Gospel Mission couldn’t feed the hungry – provide shelter for the homeless and clothing and guidance for the lost if not for the faith and commitment of churches like Augustana.

The homeless teenagers who are invited off the streets of Mples and St. Paul and end up at Rezek House staffed and run by Lutheran Social Services where they find shelter, stability, love, education and support wouldn’t happen if not for the faith and commitment of Christians across the metro area.

There is a lot riding on our commitment both inside this building and beyond the walls of this building – I could go on but I hope you get the picture. 
It was pointed out quite clearly last Sunday when we heard from Steve Haschig of the Community Action Council what faith and commitment can do for mothers and children who are in homes where violence occurs.
A commitment based on faith is a commitment of love;
love for the one you and I have faith in, Jesus Christ

and love for those whose lives will be blessed,

changed,

 encouraged,

 healed and yes even served 

because faith and commitment go together.

It is an unconditional commitment – there are no strings attached to this kind of commitment. 
It is a simple promise on your part and my part that is grounded in love and comes out of faith that causes you and me to respond with resources of time, talent and money that changes lives and changes the world.
Unless we make the connection between the offering plate and the person whose life is embraced because of the gift - it is hard to open our hands and our hearts and place our lives in the offering basket.

Each year on this Stewardship Sunday we are in effect asking people of faith to renew their commitment to the power, the privilege, the opportunity of giving for the sake of Jesus Christ.

And the only person who can determine the level of this commitment is yourself - God simply invites us to make the commitment based on giving a percentage of our income growing toward a tithe or 10 percent.
And the commitment always comes out of faith in Christ – in Christ alone. And then the Holy Spirit fans the flames of commitment and opens up our hearts to the needs around us and the love of Christ compels us and we respond.
The commitment always comes out of prayer as we listen to the Holy Spirit tell us about the freedom we have in Jesus to be generous and not be enslaved to the things of this world.

The commitment always comes out of the heart because all giving begins and comes out of the heart of God.
Renew the commitment.

Out of faith.

Out of hope.

Out of love.

Each one of us is invited – may each one of us respond.

For Jesus sake. Amen

