Christ the King Sunday
11-22-09

John 19:33-37

Revelation 1:4b-8

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I wanted to review the rules of grammar concerning subject and verb agreement and I was going to consult with the English major sitting behind me. Yes, that would be Pastor Torgerson – you’ve surely noticed she has a way with words, haven’t you.  Instead I went to Grammarbook.com. 

The basic rule states that a singular subject takes a singular verb, while a plural subject takes a plural verb. 
We also need to keep in mind that it is the English language we are talking about here, in all its complicated beauty, so there are 14 additional rules beside the basic rule that a singular subject takes a singular verb and a plural subject takes a plural verb.
But you are not here for a grammar lesson this morning and my question today is personal. It is not really about words but it is about you. 

If a verb is a word that shows action or state of being, then when are you the subject of a verb?

I’m not going to make you wait until the end of the sermon to hear the answer because you may have me tuned out by then. So here is the answer.

You are the subject of the verb when you are in a proper and right relationship with Jesus.

You are the subject of the verb when Jesus is in charge of your life.

You are the subject of the verb when you see and live all of your life through the lens of the cross of Calvary. This is the key to understanding the relationship. This place called Calvary, where Jesus dies, is critical for knowing when you are the subject of the verb.
We find ourselves perched on the doorsteps of Calvary today as Jesus stand before Pontus Pilate and they have this strange conversation about whether or not Jesus is a King
Pilate is wondering what to do with Jesus. I think a lot of people wonder about the same thing; even people in the church. Perhaps you wonder about what you should do with Jesus.

Pilate is trying to figure Jesus out. Pilate has to make a decision about what to do with him; Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, 
“Are you the King of the Jews?”  
Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?”  
This is such an interesting question and here is where you begin to sense that Pilate thinks he is in charge of this conversation but in reality, Jesus is in charge of the conversation. 

And it is a question directed at you and me as well; do you ask this on your own or have others told you about him? 
Are you at a place in your life where you want to know?  
Do you feel a need to know? 
Is Jesus a King? 
Is he a King for you? 
Are you the subject of this verb?
This language of Kingship is not easy for us. It is certainly not part of our political narrative with one person, one vote where politicians serve not by divine right or bloodlines but by the vote of the people.
We are in control, you get decide, and I get to decide. It seems like we are hard wired for this, to take control, be in control, and not give up control of our lives. 
But if we are going to be the subject of the verb, this is what needs to happen.
Jesus stands before Pilate and before you and me as a King and he is the one who wants to have dominion over your life and mine. And he accomplishes this by his death on the cross.
The world turns on this event. Our world turns on this event. The death of Jesus means he is a different kind of King; one unlike any other.

The death of Jesus means he is a different kind of King; not one to lord it over us but rather one who suffers for us and with us, one who knows our weaknesses and our brokenness and our disappointments and our failures and our hurts.

The death of Jesus means he is a different kind of King; a King who invites us to die with him.

This is what it means to be the subject of the verb.

In order for me to live I have to die.

In order for me to be raised from the dead I have to die.

Fully and completely; my heart, my life, my all.
Our prejudices need to die.

Our secret desire to judge others needs to die.

Living our lives in fear of others who are different than us needs to die.

Placing our trust and our hopes in human institutions has to die.

The apostle Paul says it best in Galatians; I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
By faith and by trust I become the subject of the verb - a word that shows action or state of being – Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

I have been crucified with Christ and Christ lives in me.

Jesus reigns in and over my life. 
He is a king I need not fear.

He is a King that has my best interests in mind and heart. 

He is a King that rules with love and grace. 

He is a King that says – Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
He is a King we can serve without guilt or shame.
He is Christ the King.
He is the verb – you and I are his subjects.

Thanks be to God. Amen

