11-29-09 Sermon
1st Sunday of Advent

Luke 21:25-36

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

We measure it.
We keep track of it.

We cherish it.

What am I talking about? Time of course. Some of you thought I was going to say money didn’t you.

We say we don’t have enough of it even though there is the same amount of it each day, each week, each month and as far as I know that is not going to change.

We say it goes to fast or too slow even though the last time I checked 60 seconds was still 60 seconds and 60 minutes was still an hour and 24 hours was still 1 day and if that is true then how come it goes too fast or too slow?

We say it just takes time and we also say it is time for a change. We love it when we have enough of it and we lament it when we don’t have enough.

And when we wait for it, oh my, when we wait for it, then it seems to take on a life of its own.

What is it about waiting?
Is it easy for you to do or is it something that is difficult for you to do? Are you a patient person or are you one of those other kinds of people that are, you know, impatient?
What is it about waiting?

Most of you would answer that question by saying; it depends on what we are waiting for. We wait for a lot of things but the one thing I don’t hear people say they are waiting for is the end of all time – the end of history and our world as we know it.

This typically doesn’t make the list when I ask people; what are you waiting for? 
As Lutheran Christians, we don’t spend a lot of time – there’s that word again – focusing on the end of time, the end of human history and the return of Jesus. It is difficult for us to wrap our brains around this one.
But here it is in today’s reading;

There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory.
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
Is this what you are waiting for? 
I suspect not. What most of you are waiting for is much more specific and concrete; grounded in your day to day living.

You are waiting for a medical diagnosis.

You are waiting for healing.

You are waiting for someone to die.

You are waiting for someone or something to change.

You are waiting for a job.

You are waiting for wholeness and peace.

You are waiting for your broken heart to heal.

You are waiting for the darkness to be turned to light.

You are waiting for a child to return home.

And some of you are just waiting, for what you don’t really know.

You also know that what you wait for is beyond your control. It is out of your field of vision. You can’t see it. You can’t control it.
But how we wait is in our control. We can do something about that.
Luke reminds us; pay attention to the signs around you. There will be distress among the nations. There will be fear and foreboding.

How we wait is a choice we make.

A choice about what we do while we wait. 

A choice about who we focus on while we wait.

A choice about why we are willing and able to wait

Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.
Stand up and raise your head. I can do that. 

To stand up is to be ready, to be engaged, to be awake.
Raise your head. I can do that too. 

Raise my head and look up, look out in front of me, look for what is about to come, look for what I’ve been waiting for. Your redemption is drawing near. Jesus is coming.
To wait with purpose and with faith. A sense that there is something greater at work in my life, something that is hard to see or grasp on to but something you sense is there and has been there all along.
And when we take the time to listen and watch, we realize that Jesus has come and he is here.
We catch a glimpse of Him when the veil between heaven and earth is thin enough for us to see with our own eyes and hearts the redemption that God gives and how God is already appearing in front of our very eyes. 

Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
It may sound strange to you but I am waiting for that day. I am waiting with confidence and without fear because I know that redemption has already come into the world.

And because that gift has already been given I can wait with confidence and with hope, knowing that everything I wait for is ultimately wrapped up in Him who will come again. 
N. T. Wright, a New Testament scholar wrote a book called Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense. He suggests that the "reappearing" of Jesus might be a better phrase -- and one that was used by some early Christians. 
"He is, at the moment, present with us, but hidden behind that invisible veil which keeps heaven and earth apart, and which we pierce in those moments, such as prayer, the sacraments, the reading of scriptures, and our work with the poor, when the veil seems particularly thin.
 But one day the veil will be lifted; earth and heaven will be one: Jesus will be personally present, and every knee shall bow at his name; creation will be renewed; the dead will be raised; and God's new world will at last be in place, full of new prospects and possibilities."
This is what I am waiting for; with patience, with confidence and with hope. 
And what gives me strength is that I don’t wait alone. 
I have sisters and brothers who wait alongside me. 
I have sisters and brothers who serve alongside me.

I have sisters and brothers through whom I get to see Jesus, the one I am waiting for.

Come Lord Jesus come. We are waiting.

Amen

