11-25-07 Sermon
Christ the King Sunday

Luke 23:35-43

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

It is called black Friday – the day after Thanksgiving shopping extravaganza  -  I didn’t know this but it is called Black Friday because it begins the period when many retailers, who depend on the holiday season for much of their profits, break “into the black” for the year. That makes sense.
There were a few new twists this year – I read an article on MSN.com that included this bit of local news - mall managers reported crowds of 15,000 people waiting in temperatures below 20 degrees for the doors to open at 1 a.m. at Eden Prairie Center in Eden Prairie, Minn. That truly amazes me…………….
The same article reported that Caleb Anderson of Sioux Falls, S.D., began camping out at his local Best Buy at 2 p.m. Wednesday so he could be first in line to snag a $1,000 laptop computer for $800. He and about a dozen other early birds made themselves at home outside the store, cooking up their own breakfast and enjoying a Thanksgiving dinner shuttled to them by family members.

There is a black Friday in the church as well – in St. Matthew’s gospel it is reported this way;

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land£ until three in the afternoon. 46And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “EliEli, EliEli, lemalema sabachthanisabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
St. Luke reports it this way in our reading for today; Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus£ there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching.

I am struck by the matter of fact tone of the first part of the story.

Luke is just reporting what he sees;

The location is given – the place of the skull.

The deed is reported – they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his left and one on his right.

They cast lots for his clothing.

People stood by watching.
This is not what I would call a happy text that kicks off the holiday shopping season but then the church is suppose to be out of step with culture – black Friday has a different meaning for those who confess Jesus Christ a King and Lord.

Ours is a Friday King – we know black Friday as Good Friday.

We gather on Sunday because of Friday.

We need not fear death and the grave because of Friday.

It is not necessary for you and me to carry around a large bag of sins because of Friday.

Jesus is a simple King – Friday’s king - innocent and without pretense. 

He is mocked and ridiculed while hanging on the cross – the leaders put him to the test as he is dying – if you are the Messiah, God’s chosen one, then save yourself. 

The soldiers mock him and put him to the test – if you are the King of the Jews, save yourself and the people stood by watching. 

Even one of the other criminals who was hanging on a cross as well derided Jesus and kept saying – are you not the Messiah, then save yourself and us
Lofty titles and unmet expectations as he hangs on a cross. 
But what I find to be interesting as Luke reports his story is the other criminal who hangs on a cross is the only one who calls Jesus by name.
His is a simple, humble request, “Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.”

It is a request that cuts through all the false pretenses of our lives.

It is a request that comes out of weakness and brokenness;
Physical

Emotional

Spiritual

What could be more broken than a human being hanging on a cross;

all the arrogance is gone

all the blindness is gone

the thief sees clearly God’s plan – God’s love, God’s kingdom and he calls Jesus by name and asks; Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

Jesus – remember me today – right now – whatever my need.

This is not some kind of future request but it is immediate.

Today – right now. 
Because we understand the suffering of the cross in our lives is manifested in many different ways we ask Jesus by name to manifest his kingdom in our lives right now as well.

Whatever than means for us– right now.

Whatever we would have it be for us – right now.

Whatever it is that needs to be put to death in our lives in order for us to know and experience your kingdom – may it happen right now – today.
Our egos – our overstated self importance – our unmet and unfulfilled expectations of other people that create in us tension and anger and barriers that cut us off from the paradise of God’s grace and mercy and freedom.

May all of these things die on the cross as we receive your kingdom today.
Today – today he says you will be with me in paradise.

Today – today the kingdom comes.

The thief hanging on the cross next to Jesus had an immediate need. He called Jesus by name and asked the question. 
Why should our needs be any less immediate?

Why should our requests of Jesus be any less important?

If you are dying – and you are – then ask – call him by name and ask – Jesus, remember me, when you come into your Kingdom.
And be prepared for his answer – listen for his answer – live in his answer – Jesus replied – truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.

Friday’s King – thanks be to God. Amen
