Have you ever asked yourself, “Why me?”  It can be pretty overwhelming to face everything in this word – all the chaos, all the questions, all the challenges life throws at you –  and have any idea how each one of us, as individuals, can do anything about it.  After all, do you particularly feel as if you’re distinctly special?  Are you the prettiest?  Richest?  Tallest?  Smartest?  Strongest?  Probably not.  And so, when you hear that you are called to great things, that you are claimed by God just as you are, you might ask yourself, “Why me?”  You might wonder what on earth God was thinking when God called you by name and claimed you.  It’s pretty easy to convince ourselves that we’re nothing special.

Fortunately for you, God is in the business of making ordinary things extraordinary.  Let’s start with water.  Water is pretty ordinary.  About 70% of the world’s surface is covered with water.  About 60% of your body is water.  You use it to cook and clean.  You should be drinking about 6-8 glasses of it every day.  It is the epitome of ordinary.

Now look at the baptismal font.  There’s water in it.  How ordinary does that water seem?  Believe it or not, that’s still just water in there.  Plain old water, completely identical to what you’d get out of your kitchen sink at home.  It might be in a font, but that doesn’t make it different or special in any way.  You watched me pour water into it at the beginning of this service – it’s just water.  It is ordinary in a big way, even if it is sitting in a pretty fancy looking bowl.  

And yet, it’s in that water that we declare that we are reborn children of God, freed from the powers of sin, death, and the devil.  It’s in that water that we are promised continuing salvation.  It’s in that water that we are shown God’s grace and promised God’s continued mercy.  Somehow, in that water, something extraordinary happens.
Martin Luther reminds us in his explanation of baptism, which you’ll find in the small catechism, which I’m sure you all have at home and will go re-read this very afternoon…   Luther reminds us that it isn’t the plain old, ordinary water that does these incredible things, but the Word of God in and with the plain old, ordinary water, along with the faith that trusts the Word of God in the water.  Without God’s word, that water is indeed just water – ordinary and normal, just like you might sometimes feel.  But with God’s word, that water is baptism.  It is a means of grace, it washes us clean, it bathes us in the Holy Spirit, it claims us as children of God, calls us out into the world, and makes us continually new.  You may feel plain and ordinary, but with God’s word, you are so much more.  You are created by God and re-created as a forgiven, blessed, empowered, emboldened child of God, one with the saints and claimed by Christ himself.


It is God’s word that makes the difference.  It’s not just water – but water and the word.  Throughout history, it is God’s word that makes ordinary things extraordinary.  God’s word creates, transforms, challenges, promises, and most importantly, names you as a child of God, worthy and valuable and precious.  No matter where we begin, it is God’s word that is the last word and the word that gives ordinary things extraordinary power.

After all, in the beginning, there wasn’t much.  As we heard about in the first reading for today, first there was formlessness, void, messy and confused disorder.  But there was one other thing: God’s spirit moving over chaotic waters.  God moved over and through it, God called to it, God claimed it, God spoke it into creation and made light, daytime, nighttime, land, animals – even you and me.  Our Hebrew ancestors in faith were most afraid of the unformed, dangerous depths of the ocean, but they knew that God had power over even that.  In the creation story, they declared that when God speaks, even the most disordered and seemingly unusable things become good and whole.  So God spoke, and God’s word reshaped the chaos and made it something different, something amazing, something life-sustaining.  God has claimed it and continues to claim it, and God has called it good.


In our own lives, we sometimes only see the chaos.  We concentrate on the things about ourselves and our lives that are not quite formed and see it as weakness or something that God might not want.  But that is not true.  When God calls us by name, God claims us in spite of our brokenness.  God can even use the things we might consider unusable.  Even when we think we are formless and void, God speaks and brings light into our darkness.

And yes, all this is done in baptism.  In fact, it’s done to us every day, in our daily dying to sin and rising in Christ’s promises, but in a very real and tangible way we receive that blessing in our baptism.  And the promises made to us in our baptism are real – no matter how inadequate or unworthy we might think we are.

Now, in the book of Acts, Paul came across a baptism that didn’t quite stick.  Plain old water was used, and words were spoken – it looked like a baptism, but it wasn’t quite.  There were words, true – but not the Word.  Once these people were finally claimed for Christ, called children of God, sealed with the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ, the ordinary became extraordinary.  God’s words of new life, which went above and beyond John’s words of prophecy, called these new believers into a new promise where the work of the Spirit inexplicably gave power to ordinary people.


In that case, we can see that the baptism we receive is indeed a profound in-breaking into our existence.  This seemingly ordinary act grants us the extraordinary power of the Holy Spirit.  When God calls you his own, you’re marked with the cross of Christ and empowered by the Spirit in all things – not just some, not just sometimes, but always.  Because of this, you are called to extraordinary things.
At the very least, we can know that our baptism makes us something extraordinary because of what we see and know about God through Jesus’ baptism.  His baptism wasn’t what we’d label as ordinary.  Any day that the heavens are torn apart isn’t an ordinary day.  And yet, it was only water that made it happen.  The water of the Jordan River is no more incredible or remarkable than the water you were baptized in.  
What made the event extraordinary was God breaking in – literally tearing through the sky – and sending the Spirit.  And now that it has happened, now that the Spirit is loose in the world, it is what happens to each of us in our baptism.  Through some water and some very powerful words, God comes tearing through everything that divides us from God and claims us as His own, calls us to love and service and deeper understanding.  
And so: if you ever ask your self “Why me?”, thinking that perhaps you’re not good enough – you are good enough to be claimed as God’s own, called by name and called into the world, made into something so extraordinary that they heavens have been torn apart for you.  You have been washed in the waters of baptism just as Christ himself was, and he has given you that same Holy Spirit that he received.  
Your ordinary self has been called out, and you are claimed as the extraordinary creation of God that you are.  It is what baptism has made you and any time you touch water – pretty hard to avoid, I imagine – you just remember that for as plain as that water might seem, it only takes a word from God – only one word! – for that water to wash you clean of all sins, past, present and future, and mark you as the child of God that you are.  What God has claimed, don’t you dare ever think of as ordinary.  You are incredible because of what Christ has done for you.  Thanks be to God, who takes the amazed and makes us amazing, who speaks chaos into creation, who breaks through the very heavens, and who has claimed you as a very dear and precious child.
