11-19-06 Sermon

24th Sunday of Pentecost

Mark 13:1-8

Daniel 12:1-3

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!”
The smallest stones in the structure weighed 2 to 3 tons. Many of them weighed 50 tons. The largest existing stone, part of the Wailing Wall, the only part of the temple in Jerusalem still standing is 12 meters in length [about 42 feet] and 3 meters high, [about 10.5 feet] and it weighs hundreds of tons! 
The stones were so immense that neither mortar nor any other binding material was used between the stones. Their stability was attained by the great weight of the stones. The walls towered over Jerusalem, over 400 feet in one area. Inside the four walls was 45 acres of bedrock mountain shaved flat and during Jesus' day a quarter of a million people could fit comfortably within the structure. No sports structure in America today comes close.

No wonder the disciples were impressed. The temple was built to do just that. It was God’s dwelling place on earth and it was a tangible sign that God was present.
The disciples of Jesus, along with the Jewish nation, found comfort and strength in the temple. 

When they looked at the structure they saw

stability 

longevity 

security.

Things all of us long for. Things all of us seek.
When there is turmoil in our lives and in our world.

When we are unsure of who we are.
When we are uncertain of what kind of world we live in.

When we wonder – where do I fit in – where do I belong?

We look for anything that will give us a sense of stability and strength.

In Jesus time it was the temple – what is it in our time? 
Our buildings? 

Think about the vulnerabilities the 9-11 attacks exposed or the simple yet powerful forces of nature like Katrina.

Is it our government?

As brilliant as the founders of this great country were when they laid out the form of government we have and the amazing privilege we receive every two years when we go to the polls to cast a ballot, we all know the limits of what government can do and can’t do.

“Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”
This is what we would call in today’s language a reality check.
Not exactly the kind of reading a preacher whose congregation is planning for a building expansion wants to hear – but there it is.
Jesus goes on to say - “Beware that no one leads you astray. 8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 6Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 
It sounds like Jesus is describing the current times – perhaps he is.
This past Thursday I, along with our parish nurse Mary Nordtvedt and Pat Burrow who serves on the health ministries committee attended a conference in Mpls – The Call to Care – the church and pandemic preparedness.
A pandemic is a global disease outbreak. Most healthcare professionals believe it is a matter of when, not if the avian H5N1 virus becomes a significant threat to human health across the globe.
It was a sobering day as we listened to what may happen.

It was encouraging to hear from our public health professionals; what they are already doing to prepare – an example of government that is working and serving the public good.

And it was interesting to hear what the role of faith communities and the church will need to be.
And do you know what that role will be? It will be the same role the church has always had – to care and to serve in the name of Jesus Christ. Even when it appears that the end is coming or when it seems that life as we know it and love it is changing.

Martin Luther was once asked what he would do if he knew that the world was coming to an end tomorrow, and he said: “I would plant an apple tree.” In other words, Luther, trusting in God’s gracious, unmerited mercy would live life just as he had been living it. When John Wesley was asked the same thing, being an obsessive-compulsive type, he said that he would arise at 4:00 AM, preach at 5:00 visit the sick at 7:00, go to communion at 8:00...etc., until the questioner realized that that was exactly what Wesley had planned to do tomorrow anyway!
This is what faithful people do – they live today as faithfully as possible. They do the things that are God pleasing – enriching to others both close to them and far away.
Be a good spouse – a hard worker
A caring friend – a good citizen
A healthy parent

Live your life with a confidence based not on your possessions or your status in life or what you do or don’t do but rather live your life as someone who is walking in the light of Christ.

Somehow and someway each one of us has to come to a place where we live and serve and love in the midst of this tension we all feel – the tension and the promise of living for today – serving for today – caring for today – and at the same time knowing that tomorrow the end may come.

It is a strange manner of thinking and living and it can only happen when we give all of our todays and all of our tomorrows over to the one who has all things in His hands. 
The apostle Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians – he writes;

we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 
Faithful people continue to act faithfully.

The servant church continues to serve.

And even thought Jesus says – not one stone will be left standing;
you and me and the church will continue to place our full and abiding trust in Jesus – the stone which was rejected by the builders – but has now become the chief cornerstone.
In Him and Him alone, we live and move and have our being.

This is our hope.

This is our promise.

Thanks be to God. Amen
