12-7-08 Sermon
2nd Sunday Advent

Bach Cantata – “Wake Awake”

1 Corinthians 2:9
Revelation 19:6-9

Matthew 25:1-13

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

What will it be like when the bridegroom comes?
Much of the New Testament is written to answer this question.

And it is not an easy question to answer because we really don’t know. The difficulty of this is expressed by the Apostle Paul in the one verse we hear today from 1 Corinthians chapter 2;

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”
Let me ask; do these words sound fearful to you or do they create in you a sense of anticipation, expectation and hope?

The Apostle Paul is right when he speaks about the human heart trying to conceive what it will be like when the bridegroom comes. 
Because it is a matter of the heart – we can’t think our way into even a glimpse of what it might be like but we can with our hearts capture a small sense of what it will be like.

The language of the heart is present when we to cry at a funeral; when grief over comes us and our hearts are filled with a desperate loss that cannot be put into words. We understand this language even if it can’t be put into words.
But why do people cry at weddings? Is it the same language?
What is the reason - when I stand in front of a congregation as a bride comes down the aisle – that the bride’s eyes are filled with tears and the groom’s eyes are filled with tears and the tissues come out and people dab their eyes because something is happening in the hearts of all these people as they watch and share in what is about to unfold. Why is that?

Is it because something is touching them in their hearts that speaks of joy and completion and the beginning of something brand new that never has been; something that is filled with hope and anticipation and expectation of what will be. 
A wedding is a sign of love and hope – perhaps that is why the writers of the New Testament so often make reference to the bridegroom and the bride and the wedding banquet.

Perhaps they are trying to help us to understand “What no eye has

seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has

prepared for those who love him”
In 1598 when a German minster named Phillip Nicolai wrote the

words and the music for the hymn “Wake, Awake”, he put into

words and music what no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the

human heart conceived what God has prepared.
He used the parable of the 10 bridesmaids to help us understand that the bridegroom is coming and we need to get ready – to wake up and prepare for the bridegroom’s arrival. 
Midnight is a crazy time for a wedding but Jesus tells the parable as a way to let us know that He will come anytime, unexpectedly expected.
When the bridegroom comes he is looking for his bride.
Like a lusty mountain roebuck, fleet and fair. His marriage feast he bids you share. Arise and take your lamps.

When the bridegroom comes He is looking for His bride.

So come thou unto me, my fair and chosen bride, thou whom I long to see forever at my side. Within my heart of hearts art thou secure by ties that naught can sever, where I may cherish thee forever.

Bach puts into words and music what no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived what God has prepared.

Bach speaks to the human heart in words and in music. Forget, beloved, every care. Away with pain and sadness.
When the bridegroom comes;

· funerals become weddings

· sadness turns to joy

· all of our hopes and expectations will be realized

and we can with eagerness and peace go out and greet the bridegroom when He comes.

6Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying out,
    “Hallelujah!
    For the Lord our God
    the Almighty reigns.
7    Let us rejoice and exult
    and give him the glory,
    for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
    and his bride has made herself ready;
8    to her it has been granted to be clothed
    with fine linen, bright and pure”—
This, sisters and brothers, is what it will be like when the bridegrooms comes. Come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen 

