Sermon 12-23-01

Isaiah 7:10-16

Matthew 1:18-25

4th Sunday of Advent

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

There is much that Joseph has to teach us today as we hear the Christmas story as it is told by Matthew.
I don’t want to over dramatize it or over analyze it but I can’t help but think how devastating it must have been for Joseph to find out that Mary was pregnant.

They were engaged to be married. There was a process to follow and with the news that she was with child everything changed for Joseph.
We are told he was a righteous man and what that means is he was obedient to God’s laws – what that means is he was in a right and proper relationship with God and rather than punish Mary or shame her publically he decides to divorce her quietly.

That had to be a difficult decision for him to make. His life was moving along on a smooth path. 
Life was good .

Family was good.

 He was about to start something brand new with a new bride. 
And in a moment it changed – a new reality is presented. 

How hard it is when we are faced with those kinds of life challenges. 
Who among us cannot on some level relate to Joseph and the decisions he was faced with and the emotions he felt.
And then God comes – an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
When life all of a sudden becomes uncertain.

When the path before you becomes murky and unclear.

When fear gripes your heart – God speaks.
Do not be afraid to do whatever it is you need to do.

Do not be afraid to act in righteous obedience.

Do not be afraid to trust in this God who is so intimate with us that God takes on human flesh and becomes one of us.
Righteous obedience is listening when God speaks.
Righteous obedience is seeing the signs when they appear.

Righteous obedience is moving forward in faith and trust when all other points of reference are gone or hidden and you feel like you are walking blindly into an unknown future.

We all know what day it is tomorrow.

Once more we are poised on the edge of a promise and we are invited to listen.

Once more we are poised on the edge of a promise and each one of us is walking into an uncertain future.

Uncertain except for one thing – long ago God spoke to Joseph through an angel in a dream. Joseph moved forward in faith and in trust and in obedience.
We are invited to do the same;

no matter our circumstances

no matter our human condition.
And Joseph he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son, and he named him Jesus. 
Emmanuel - God with us.

Amen
.

