
My mom once told me a story of an encounter she had with a family friend not long after I started seminary.  This friend knew I’d just graduated from college and was wondering what I was doing after college.  My mom told her that I was going to seminary, and the friend seemed confused about it.  She asked what exactly I was doing at seminary.  My mom explained that I was going to seminary to study and prepare to be a parish pastor.  The friend immediately responded, “Megan knows that women can’t be pastors, right?”

We are so good at setting rules for what God can and cannot do.  We are more interested in ensuring that the rules we have set up for how God acts in this world than we are in discovering the width of God’s love, the depth of God’s mercy, the height God’s glory.  Those things are so big, so overwhelming, that we often seem to be intimidated by them.  Instead, we would like God to conform to our preferences, and we would like to act in line with our preconceptions, and not what God is actually doing in the world.


I see the gospel for today, and it seems to be just such a case.  On first reading, this text seems simple – Jesus and his mother were at a wedding party, the party ran out of wine, Jesus’ mom asked him to help out, and after rolling his eyes about it for a bit, he comes through.  He makes not just wine, but the best wine anyone’s tasted.  He makes not just enough to get them through, but a ridiculous abundance of wine – each jar 20-30 gallons each, meaning a minimum of 120 gallons of wine.  And John tells us that this was the first of Jesus’ signs: making a little something special for the wedding reception.

But think about it a little longer.  The text tells us that the jars Jesus had them use to hold the wine were for the Jewish rites of purification.  It is unclear what rite exactly the water was needed for; we only know that being ritually clean was very important, so these stone jars were very important to make that wedding day exactly right.  Jesus took these vessels of purification and turned them into giant-sized wine bottles.  A superfluous amount of wine taking up space in something used for holy purposes.  It must  have seemed pretty crazy – maybe even offensive.  Why on earth would he do that?

For reasons I cannot understand, this is the first miracle Jesus chose to demonstrate.  His first sign was to be the life of the party.  Why?  It seems useless.  Wasteful.  Misguided.  Why couldn’t he save a life or prevent an earthquake or feed the hungry?  But God doesn’t always play by our rules, no matter how much we might prefer it.  God isn’t into the business of business as usual – God is in the business of miracles.


I hear the words of Jesus’ mother to the servants: “Do whatever he tells you.”  In spite of what Jesus had said to her – and yes, those were harsh words, no matter how you serve them up – she knew that something big was about to happen.  Something amazing.  Something so new and different that she didn’t even know how to expect it.  She knew that she could only tell those around her to do whatever Jesus told them.  Her words are a reminder to us.  We might not know what it is God is calling us to, or how we’re supposed to do it, but we are each being called to listen to Jesus’ call and be a part of his overabundant grace.

We have each been made special by our creator, with incredible abilities and talents.  We might have the capacity to do something completely other than we would have expected – we’re like stone jars completely unaware that we’re about to become wine bottles.  We must listen carefully for what Jesus is telling us to do with our lives, because odds are it will be so unexpected and amazing that we might have never thought it was possible.

For our family friend who wanted to make sure I knew women couldn’t be pastors, my response to God’s call to ministry might have seemed ridiculous.  But I’m sure that Jesus’ choice to make purification jars into party glasses seemed at least as ridiculous.  The truth is that when we do whatever Jesus tells us to do, our preconceptions of what God can or should do fall away.  It’s no longer about what we think, but what God wants.


In 1 Corinthians, we are reminded that we are made with a variety of gifts and abilities. Paul describes things like the ability to speak wisdom or knowledge, the gift of faith or healing, the gift of miracles, prophecy, discernment, even speaking in or understanding tongues. In other words, our gifts and abilities are various and diverse, and could be used for a variety of important things.  However, we are supposed to remember that these gifts are of God, and that our use of these gifts is all led by the same Spirit.  As Paul reminds us, “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.”


When we set aside our biases and preferences and truly listen for what Jesus is telling us to do, we reach the fullest potential of these Spirit-given abilities.  We can be so much more than we ever assumed we would be.  We become incredible receptacles of the Holy Spirit, called and sent by our Savior to lead, or teach, or serve, or learn, or whatever it is that God is calling us to be.  We are each being presented with an amazing opportunity: we are being called to do whatever our Lord asks of us, using the gifts that we have been given, in ways we could never expect.  Isn’t that much more amazing than only letting God work within the tiny confines of our own imaginations?

Just as Jesus did something completely new and unexpected at the wedding in Cana, he wants to do something unexpected with you, too.  God is calling you, right now, asking you to use your spiritual gifts for something different, something new, something awe-inspiring, maybe even something a little controversial or dangerous.  It might be something that seems superfluous to you, or scandalous to someone else, but that’s none of your concern.  You are being called to do whatever he tells you.  And you are being led to use your spiritual gifts in incredible new ways.

May you never sell God short.  May you always trust in Christ’s call.  May you have the confidence to use your gifts, and may God continue to give you the faith to go and do and be what you never would have imagined.  Amen.
