How many of you are here today because you heard the pastor would have pink hair and you thought to yourself, “I gotta see that!”  I told you I was going to do it.  My hair would be pink whether you saw it or not.  But you had to be there, right?  You just had to see it. Sometimes, you just need to see something with your own eyes.
Thomas needed to see with his own eyes.  We call the story in today’s gospel the story of “doubting Thomas”, and unfortunately for Thomas, we’ve given him this label unfairly.  The word “doubt” is never used in conjunction with this story of Thomas.  The Greek word for doubt does not show up in this story.  Thomas’ concerns do not reflect doubt, but a need for encouragement.  He needs to see.  He needs to feel.  His faith needs affirmation.  In verse 27, what Jesus actually says is not “do not doubt, but believe”; it is “do not become faithless but faithful”.  

After all, it is Thomas whose statements of faith and certainty have been among the strongest of the disciples.  In chapter 11, when Jesus wanted to return to Bethany to raise up Lazarus after almost being attacked there, Thomas declares “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  In chapter 14, when Jesus that there are many places in his Father’s home, Thomas is the one who wants to know where exactly Jesus is going, so he can follow him.
Thomas is faithful.  Thomas needs to see Christ in the flesh in front of him to continue believing.  Jesus gave him what he needed so that at that exact moment, he could continue believing, continue being faithful, continue as a dedicated part of the Christian community, continue giving and loving and serving no matter what.  And such a statement of faith!  A declaration greater than anyone before him: “My Lord and my God!”  This is not a man of doubt, but of faith.  He just needed encouragement.  
Interestingly, it is this need to see and hear and touch that 1 John speaks to: “We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of  life… so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ”.  The writer of 1 John knew that others would need this sort of affirmation.  They would need to be reminded of Jesus’ constant presence, of God’s love that knows no bounds and comes to them no matter where they are.  The author knows that a crisis of faith or a grievous sin or deep fear can happen to even the most dedicated of believers, and he wants to assure them that no matter how it might look, God is truly and deeply real.

This Easter message of the realness, the aliveness of Christ in our midst informs who we are and what we do.  The message of 1 John reminds us what kind of people we have been made into by the power of the resurrected Christ: “God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another”.  We are children of light, called to walk in the light, sent to be in fellowship with each other.  He assures his readers that we are truly in fellowship with God and one another, no matter what.

This fellowship – especially what we have with God – is a deep need.  We need to be surrounded by God’s love.  We need to see God at work around us.  We need to walk in the light, guided by God and centered in faith.  God will do anything possible to meet that need.  We don’t always see it, and our faith is tested – just like Thomas, we ask to see.  And instead of chastising us, God will break into our midst and be revealed in ways we might have never expected.
But it is not just us who need fellowship, service, love, kindness – our neighbor needs it, too.  After all, it is love for God and love for neighbor that defines our Christian life. When 1 John calls us to walk in the light, that we can’t have fellowship with God if we aren’t serving the other, we are reminded of those who have real, physical needs that we can indeed meet.

Throughout the book of Acts, new Christians saw great need in their communities.  Among them were those without means of income, struggling to feed themselves and their families.  Those who had much to share gave it willingly, “distributed to each as any had need” as the 4th chapter of Acts states.  
This was a defining characteristic of their community.  They were driven to share, they needed to help each other out.  The resurrection of their Lord proved to reorder them and their lives so dramatically that they could no longer simply watch as one of their brothers or sisters hurt and struggled.  They knew that they were called to love so dramatically, so intensely, as to share as each had need.  It is that sharing that landed me with pink hair.  And it is the willingness to share lived out by our young people that makes me wear pink with pride.
What you need is not just what you need from God, but what others need from you.  The risen Christ responded to his fearful disciples by meeting them in a locked room and bringing them peace.  God responds to you by finding you where you’re at and working to build your faith.  You respond to the needs of your neighbor by giving of yourself in any possible way.  This is who we are because of Easter, people of now and not yet, children of the light.  This is who we are because of who God made us to be, and who we are because of our neighbor.  Do not become faithless, but faithful.  Give to those who need because of he who met your need – even if in giving, you end up with pink hair.  Walk in the light as he himself is in the light. 

