4th Sunday of Epiphany
2-1-09

Mark 1:21-28

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

There is a certain order and expectation of what will happen when you walk into this place on the Sabbath Day. Wouldn’t you agree?
Candles lite.

DeAnn at the organ bench and the choir in their robes eager to sing under Kathy’s direction.
Very friendly ushers who smile and say hello when they give you a bulletin.

Familiar faces and warm greetings for many of you but for some the faces are not familiar and they are eager for someone to say hello and welcome them.

You look over the bulletin and are pleased to see one of your favorite hymns is part of the line up for today and your eyes move through the liturgy wondering if the new young Pastor will be preaching; – she is such a good story teller.

You are grateful to be here – yet perhaps it was hard getting out the door this morning. 

· there may have been some harsh words spoken 
· or the children are difficult 
· or there are job concerns 
· or you have an aging parent 
· or you are waiting to hear from the doctor 
· or you are lonely 
· or you have a heavy heart 
· or a yearning for God’s love and grace 
· and you wish your husband would join you 
· or you are not sure God can forgive you 
· or you are rejoicing in what God is doing in your life.
We seek a certain order and expectation as we gather for worship on the Sabbath.

They – the disciples we can assume - went to Capernaum; and when the Sabbath came, he – Jesus - entered the synagogue and taught. Worship on the Sabbath – it has been that way for a long time. 
To teach was part of the liturgy in the time of Jesus and could Jesus ever teach – the worshippers were astounded by what came out of his mouth. It was new and fresh – with authority and purpose.
But just like that, the order and expectations of the day were shattered.

There was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 
A loud, harsh voice cries out – shattering the calm and peace of the day – like fingernails on a chalk board it declares – I know who you are Jesus – the Holy one of God. Have you come to destroy us? The unclean spirit hears and sees clearly.
This in stark contrast to the over indulged or the self centered or the bored and disengaged – or the person who seems to have it all together – why is it so hard for this person to hear this new teaching and recognize His voice.

The same old stuff and the same old routines create in us a form of self righteousness that prevents something new from being created in our lives.

We would do well to pay attention to the time and the place of the first public healing in Jesus’ ministry as it is recorded by Mark.

It takes place on a holy day – the Sabbath – in a holy place – the synagogue – and it was filled with holy people – at least they thought of themselves in that way. 

And these holy people liked the way religious things were done – it had been given to them by God through Moses and God forbid it if anyone or anything messed with or infringed upon or changed the way they understood and even expected God to act in their midst.
There was after all a liturgy – a structure to their life together and on this Sabbath day at this synagogue – filled with righteous people in the town of Capernaum - a very sick and unholy man shows up filled with evil spirits and Jesus demonstrates a new power – a new authority – a new teaching.

The question the evil spirit asks is one we need to ask of Jesus.

Have you come to destroy us?

And the answer is yes – he has come to destroy us and everything about us that causes us to do the same old stuff.

Are you tired of the same old stuff?

Has the same old stuff failed you?

Has the same old stuff prevented you from experiencing a new kind of teaching, a new kind of authority in your life other than your own ego – a new and different way of understanding God’s place in your life and your place in God’s life and kingdom?
Is the same old stuff creating;

· depression

· fear

· an inability to act

· gluttony

· selfishness

· intolerance

· hatred of self or others?

Then ask the question; go ahead and ask it.
Don’t be afraid to ask it.

What do you want with me Jesus of Nazareth?

It is a risky question because it will open you up to His answer for your life;

· if you want His answer than ask the question

· if you want His answer then be sure and listen. 

But if you don’t want to change – if you are content with the same old familiar stuff – then don’t ask this question of Jesus.
Because He wants to heal you and he wants to take up residence with you. 
He wants to be the ruling authority in your life and he wants to create new life in you.
And in order for that to happen the old life has to be destroyed and called out of you and cast aside. 

There is no other way.
So ask the question and listen - the voice you hear is the voice of Jesus. He is calling you by name and when you listen and hear his voice you will begin to see with new eyes, the need for an authority outside of your own self and ego and will.

You will surrender to His authority and teaching and the same old stuff and all the things that seem to loom so large and contain so much uncertainty and fear will be gone;

replaced with new power 
filled with new love
as you walk in the light of Jesus.

Thanks be to God. Amen
