Chorister Cantata Sunday
2-14-10

Genesis 7:1-7

Luke 9:28-36, [37-43]

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Did you hear about or read about the Dutchman who built a replica of Noah’s Ark? True story; I’m not making this up. His name is Johan Huibers and he is a contractor and He dreamed about it for fourteen years and when he finally started it took him only 16 months to build a replica of Noah's Ark. 
Huibers said he got the idea to build his ark after having a dream that the Netherlands was flooded. "It was a feeling that compelled me to build it and I like to talk about God and tell the story," Huibers told AFP on his finished ark. 
He stressed, he does not believe the Netherlands will flood but believes the dream was God's way of telling him to build an ark to spread his faith. 
"I want to show people what the ark looked like to make the story more tangible. When people who don't believe in God see the ark, they have many questions. 
You should see the pictures. It is quite amazing; just Google it.
Notice what he says in the interview; he does not believe the Netherlands will flood but I wonder if Noah did? He must have believed it.
Most of us would say Noah was crazy on two levels; first of all that he would even build the ark and then secondly, after he built it, he actually entered the Ark in obedience to a direct command from God.
Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this generation. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” 
And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.
Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came on the earth. And Noah with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives went into the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 
I can’t help but wonder if there was a little family tension over that one? Ok Dad, if you insist, but I’m not really sure about this one?!!
With this simple command from God to Noah, the stage is set for a model of what some would call obedience, but what I would call trust.

Then the Lord said to Noah, “go into the ark.”

Each time God commands Noah to do something Noah does it and each time God commands Noah to do something, not only does he do it but he also has to wait for it to happen. 

· Trust and patience; two things that can be hard for us modern folk to deal with in our relationship with God. 
· Trust and patience; essential components of a relationship with God.
Part of what I’m wondering about this morning is this; are we here today simply to be entertained by these wonderful young people, their smiles and their songs and their enthusiasm?

Will we walk out of worship today saying; wasn’t that great, amazing talents, great leadership, aren’t those young people a wonderful gift to us all – and if you do say these things you are right on the mark and it is all true.

But I want to push a little deeper – ok, a lot deeper – I want to ask you about your own ark; do you know what kind of an ark it is?

And if you know what it is, are you willing to enter your ark and trust what God has in store for you?

Are you able to be so focused on God’s providence and presence in your life that you are willing to put your reputation, your life and everything you have and everything you are into one boat – forgive me the pun but it is intention.

We talk a lot about trusting God but at the end of the day it is hard to do. It takes practice and it takes faith.

We say we will enter the ark, but I’m not so sure if a lot of us are ready and able to do that.
Let me share a quick story from Tanzania that illustrates what I’m talking about and the irony is it is a story that happened after we left. I had an email from Gary Langness, former senior pastor here at Augustana who is serving in Iringa where our sister church is located and Gary, together with Don Fultz, another retired pastor serving in Iringa had just delivered 4 bicycles, courtesy of some Augustana members to Nixon, the pastor of our companion church.
Gary writes; Just to let you know that Don and I delivered four brand spanking new bikes to Ipogoro this morning.  Thanks to you and the Hunter boys for making this possible.  Nixon was very appreciative. 
 When we got to his office he was meeting with a young girl who was an orphan, had finished her standard 7 and passed the exam with high marks... she was chosen by the government to go to Form I but she had no money, so she came to Nixon asking... he was telling her he would ask the church elders, but they are already stretched... Nixon had her write and asked her questions and said she was very bright... I asked him how much she needed... 40,000/=... so I asked Don if I could provide the money without screwing up our policies and procedures... Don said "Yes"... so I gave Nixon the money and he gave it to this very shy young girl... she turned to me and said, "Thank you"... then I told her she must study hard... she said she would... I asked her if she promised to study hard and again she said she would... then I took her hand, gave her a hug and said, now it is time for you to smile... I suspect she has had so much pain in her life that she had not smiled for a long time... she bowed her head and a wide smile came across her face... on the way out the door Don said, "I think you just made her day."  And I replied, "Hopefully we just made her life."  Her name is Neema Chaula and she is 13... I wrote and told Jennifer and Mike that they would now sponsor her... Jennifer already wrote back wanting to know where she lived and if she had enough food... so Jennifer has already bonded!!  It was a God thing... amazing grace!!
Do you see how it works good people; the church is the ark. Not a building but the body of Christ across the globe. 
It is a boat where 13 year old orphans in Tanzania can enter and trust that God will do something. 
It is a boat where you and I are invited to enter and trust that God will do something with you and with me.
You don’t have to build it; it’s already been built. 

You’re invited to enter into the ark.
It is a God thing.

It is amazing grace.

It is the Kingdom that is given to you and to me.

It is a journey that will take us places we never thought we would go to do things we never thought we would do or could do.

It’s gonna rain. In fact, there’s a 100% chance of rain.

But thanks be to God; transportation has already been provided, a place to get out of the rain. Your ticket is trust. Come on board.

Everyone is invited.

Amen

