2-28-10 Sermon
2nd Sunday of Lent

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

Luke 13:31-35

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

You can tell how personal a relationship is by what is talked about and the kind of commitment that is made. 
You can also tell how personal a relationship is by the kinds of questions that are asked. 
We all have personal relationships and I would suggest that they are essential to living a full and healthy life. And please don’t assume that I am only talking about a marriage relationship here. Marriage may be one example of a personal relationship but it certainly is not the only example.

A personal relationship is an amazing thing.

It has the power to fill specific needs that we have as human beings; 
· the need to be listened to, 
· cared for 
· and loved.

A personal relationship gives hope for the future and encouragement when we are struggling with despair or we don’t know what to do.  We know that someone is there for us in body or in spirit and there is great strength in that promise and hope.
Just stop and think about the last time a personal relationship carried you through a difficult time in your life. I would hope for most of you a specific person comes to mind almost immediately when you reflect on that time in your life.
And you can really tell how personal a relationship is when there is conflict or a mistake you have made or a wrong decision is pointed out to you in love and the person cares enough about you to tell you that you blew it, or screwed up or did the wrong thing.
While the phrase; personal relationship is not found in the bible, it is a phrase we use to describe our relationship with God. One of the things I like about the Old Testament is this very thing. God seems to have a very personal relationship with the characters we meet in the Old Testament.

Abram is a wonderful example of what I’m talking about. Listen to this conversation between God and Abram; notice how personal it is.
The word of the Lord comes to Abram, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” Would a stranger say this kind of thing to you? If someone you didn’t know spoke those words to you, you wouldn’t believe them. The relationship between God and Abram is very personal.

God has Abram’s best interests in mind. God cares about Abram.

But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 
Abram shares his deepest concern with God in this conversation. It is personal. Abram reminds God he is childless, there is no heir and Abram shares this critical concern with God and wants God to do something about it.
But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 
He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”
And Abram believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
This is what a personal relationship looks like. It is so personal that God is asking Abram to believe the impossible. Have you ever seen the Milky Way on a clear night with no moon and no extraneous light? 
You cannot count the stars and God tells Abram – this is how many descendents you will have and Abram believed God.
Abram’s relationship with God is so personal, that Abram dares to ask God, “what will you give me, for I continue childless?”
The question on my heart this morning is this; do you have a personal relationship with God; more specifically, a personal relationship with Jesus Christ? 
This language is not foreign to us as Lutheran Christians. We don’t use it a lot but it is there. A key part of the vision of Augustana is that people either have or come to have a vibrant and growing personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Our mission as a church is to celebrate and proclaim to all the gift of Jesus Christ.

If this is true, then a critical component of that mission is to invite people into a personal relationship with Jesus as well as nurture and grow that relationship for those who already have it.
We mistakenly assume I think that everyone already has a relationship with Jesus but that is not always true. We each know people in our circle of relationships where this is the case.
The cool part of this text from Genesis today is how Abram models this personal relationship with God. Listen to what God says, listen to how God speaks to Abram, look at how Abram speaks to God and the concerns and questions he has of God. And finally, look what happens when God promises that Abram will have a child. Abram believes God. Abram doesn’t make a decision for God, he believes what God has told him and he believes what God will do.

This is what having a personal relationship means. It is trust. It is faith. It is believing that God will do what God says will be done.
Do you believe Christ died for you and was raised from the dead for you? If you believe like Abram believed, it means you have a personal relationship with Jesus.

Do you believe that salvation is through Christ alone and the love of Christ is so deep, so wide, so high and so long that is cannot be measured or counted, like the stars in the heavens; 
if you believe like Abram believed, it means you have a personal relationship with Jesus.
Our vision as a congregation is that this personal relationship be vibrant and growing. We seek to offer any and every opportunity for this to happen.

You know as well as I do that personal relationships grow and change over time. You know as well as I do that personal relationships have to be nurtured, invested in, cared for and call for time to be spent with the person you are in relationship with.

God’s heartfelt desire is to be in relationship with you and me. Jesus is the clearest expression of this desire on God’s part to be in relationship with you and me.
Abram’s question is our question; O lord God, what will you give me? God’s answer is this, I give you Jesus, I give you life and I give you a relationship that will never forsake you, never fail you, and never let you down. Believe it sisters and brothers. Believe it.

Thanks be to God. Amen

