2-10-08 Sermon
1st Sunday Lent

Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

“Do you ever wonder why it is that a CEO who has everything money can buy will fudge the numbers to get just a little bit more?

Why it is a guy with the wonderful wife and adorable family throws it all away on an affair?

Why will a super bright student cheat on an exam?

Or why a community leader, one of the nicest people you’ve ever met, molest a child?

It’s easy to comprehend why bad people do bad things, but why do so many good people do bad things?

That includes us.

Why do we say we’ve forgiven a loved one and then ruin a perfect evening by bring up that sad old garbage?

Why do we swear on a stack of bibles we’re going to stop eating and drinking so much and then keep waking up morning after morning bloated and disgusted with ourselves?

Why do the words from Romans chapter 7 sound like the latest from Dr. Phil - I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.
Or maybe snoopy says it better in one of his cartoons; “Yesterday I was a dog. Today I am a dog. Tomorrow I’ll be a dog [sigh] there’s little room for improvement”
[Opening illustration; Dr. Victor Pentz, Peachtree Presbyterian Church, May 22, 2005]
This morning in the reading from Genesis we hear two conversations – God is present in the first conversation and God is absent in the second conversation. The first conversation is full of hope and promise – the second conversation is a disaster.
In the first conversation Adam is placed in the Garden of Eden and he is given purpose and meaning – till the garden and keep it. He is told by God that he may eat freely of every tree in the garden except one – the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

In the second conversation God is absent and it doesn’t go well.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” 
4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
Right here is where the serpent sets the hook. This is where the seeds of doubt are sown and they immediately take root and begin to grow. Here is where the woman begins to wonder if in fact God has been holding back – God hasn’t told them everything – God is absent from the conversation and on their own – Adam and Eve make a bad choice.
6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.
The biblical writers knew what they were doing – how do we explain what it means to be human and to be in a relationship with God - and how was that relationship broken?
Relationships that are the most healthy – the most life giving – are always based on trust.
 And when the serpent said – you will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will opened and you will be like God; mistrust creeps in and Eve and Adam act on their own – their lives no longer in perfect harmony with God.
When God is absent from the conversation we don’t do well.

When God is absent from the conversation we are left to our own devices. We think we are fine on our own. We live with the illusion that all is well as long as I’m calling the shots – as long as I am in control.
But think about all that happens in our lives where we wouldn’t consider making a decision without consulting an expert;

We go and see doctors when there are medical issues and medical decisions to be made.

We go and see attorney’s when there are legal issues.

We call a plumber or an electrician when we need that kind of expertise.
When your car isn’t working you take it to a mechanic.

If we don’t think twice about seeking out this kind of help and trusting those we go to – then why do we have such difficulty in going to God?
Are we too proud.

Too stubborn.
Perhaps we don’t know how.
Maybe we are skeptical.

Or do we believe God is irrelevant and has nothing to offer.

Maybe we just prefer going our own way rather than listening to what God might want us to do.

When God was absent from the conversation – the perfect relationship Adam and Eve had with God was fractured.

When God was absent from the conversation – Sarah talked Abraham into having a child with her slave girl Hagar rather than trusting God’s promise to them that they would have a child.

Or what about this conversation in the New Testament;
Then they [Jesus and the 12 disciples] came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 
When God was absent from the conversation, in classic human form, the disciples have a fight about who was number 1.
Jesus faces temptation and defeats it by keeping God part of his conversation – as the devil tempts him – Jesus keeps going back to his relationship with God and finally rids himself of the devil with these words – worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.

Each day, no matter what we face – the challenges – the disappointment in others close to us and our disappointment in ourselves – are experienced and lived out in a different context if we keep God in the conversation.

When God is present in the conversation
 – we trust we are not alone
 – we trust that outcomes are in God’s hand
 – we trust that God has our best interest in hand and in heart
 – and we trust there is mercy and grace.

Let us listen carefully to God’s voice, God’s words, God’s care and let us each day speak freely and openly to the one who has created us, the one who loves us, the one who forgives us

Amen
