Lenten meditation
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Galatians 2:15-21

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

There are a large number of churches in this country and across the globe that have as part of their liturgy or order of service something that I would call a personal testimony.
Perhaps some of you have been in a church where this is part of the weekly worship. An individual is invited to share with the congregation how he or she came to faith in Christ – was converted to Christ or experienced a dramatic transformation in their life.
If you have ever heard or witnessed someone giving a personal account of how he or she has come to faith in Jesus Christ, you know it can be quite dramatic and powerful.
And in some settings or in a certain context – the more dramatic the better – drugs – alcohol – immoral behavior – the juicier the better.
While this kind of testimony is not typical in Lutheran circles it is also not out of the ordinary. 

I have friends and people I know that came to faith in a sudden manner – perhaps you are one of those people.

What I know is that for most of the folks who have had this kind of spiritual awakening or experience is that they prefer to be private about it – it is a personal thing – a powerful experience.
For the apostle Paul – his conversion – his encounter with Jesus the first time was a very personal experience but it was also one he wanted the people in his churches to know about.

He wanted the people in his churches to understand the dramatic transformation that took place in his life when he met the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ on the Damascus road.
I think part of the reason for Paul’s strong language in this letter comes out of this dramatic change that took place in his life.

From the time of his encounter with Jesus on the Damascus road to when he wrote this letter was at least 17 years. That is a long time.
I would suggest that not a day went by for Paul that he didn’t think about that encounter and how it changed his life. 
I would suggest that not a day went by that he didn’t have some regrets about his former life – his life before he met Jesus. 

I would suggest that not a day went by when he didn’t reminded himself in some way, shape or form of what died in him when he met Jesus for the first time.
I have been crucified with Christ - Paul tells the Galatians.

I have been crucified with Christ - Paul tells the people who are struggling to understand what if any are the requirements to being a follower of this Jesus.

Oswald Chambers says – what our Lord wants us to present to Him is not goodness, nor honesty, nor endeavor, but real solid sin; that is all he can take from us. And what does he give in exchange for our sin? Real solid righteousness. But we must relinquish all pretense of being anything, all claim of being worthy of God’s consideration.
Everything about Paul died when he met Jesus on the Damascus road – everything – all claims of being worthy of God’s consideration – I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me

All of Paul’s claims to goodness were swept away on that dusty road to Damascus – his old life was buried on that road. His new life in Christ began on that road.

The relinquished life means we let go of our claim to our right to ourselves in every phase.
Oswald Chambers asks this question; am I willing to relinquish my hold on all I possess, my hold on my affections, and on everything, and to be identified with the death of Jesus Christ?

If we aren’t willing to do that –we nullify the grace of God.

If we aren’t willing to do that then Christ died for nothing.

It is no longer I who live but it is Christ who lives in me and the life I now live I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave his life for me.
This is the crucified life – this is the relinquished life.
When we can see ourselves fully in the light of Christ 
- our shame 
- our sin 

- our pride 
and know and trust that God can make us fit for all that he requires of us. 

Look at how he used Paul.

He promises to use you and me as well in this life we now live.
For Jesus sake. Amen

