I remember a conversation I had with my mom while I was getting ready to go to seminary.  We were talking over some theological problem, and after a while we had gotten pretty mired.  Finally, we got to a point where I was out of answers.  At my mom’s last question, I had no other response than “I don’t know.”  My mom got upset.  “That answer’s not going to work when you’re a pastor,” she said.  “People are going to want answers.”

Well, don’t tell my mom I said this, but she’s right.  We want answers.  We live in world where the greatest commodity is not actually money or belongings, but information.  In a couple of keyclicks, we can Google any topic or concern – we can even look ourselves up.  We place our worth in the ability to give answers.  Looking someone up on facebook gives us answers.  The burgeoning self-help book industry gives us answers.  Dr. Phil gives us answers.  And so, we assume that our faith is also meant to give us answers.


But I don’t have to push very hard if I am to convince you that sometimes, there are not answers.  The deeper we look into our faith to pump it for responses to our cries of “Why?”, the more we come up with answers of “I don’t know”.  But we want answers.  We want information.  And stubbornly, faith resists.


One of the more frustrating examples of this is the book of Job.  In the story, we meet a man named Job who is described as “blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil”.  He has many children, loads of property and livestock, and was almost overly diligent in his piety.  So, according to the story, Satan visits God one day.  When God brings up Job’s noble character, Satan fires back the fact that things have always gone well for Job.  Of course he praises God.  Satan wagers that if God took away everything, Job would curse God.


God takes the bet.  God allows Satan to take away all his land, all his possessions, and even his children in wars, accidents, and natural disasters.  Eventually, Satan even takes Job’s health.  And at first, Job remains steadfast.  But then his three friends show up and try to convince him that there is indeed an answer to Job’s suffering – Job must have sinned.

And so Job begins to rail.  In the face of the questioning of each of his friends, he maintains his innocence.  Job starts to ask his whys.  Why, Job asks God, is he suffering?  His friends continue to feed him placating answers – mostly, that Job deserves this suffering because he was sinful, even though we the readers know that couldn’t be true.

Finally, God has had enough.  He comes slamming into the story as a voice from a whirlwind.  Finally, we will get answers.  Finally, Job will have his whys resolved.  And what does God say?  “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?  I will question you, and you shall declare to me.  Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?”  God answers questions with… questions.  God points to all of creation, declaring boldly that this God of Job’s is the God of all things and Job is just one tiny part of it.  Job’s questions are never answered – instead, God questions Job’s self-centeredness.

Job responds humbly, “I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know…  I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”  With Job’s brief statement of faith, all things come back to Job.  God restores his belongings, his property, even gives him 10 more children.  And the story is resolved.

Or is it?  Job asked God “Why?”, and God gave an answer that doesn’t even fit.  .  Job suffered even though he was perfectly righteous.  Where does that leave the rest of us sinners?  Job faced pain because God and Satan made a wager.  Does this mean that God plays dice with our lives?  Job demanded answers and God didn’t give him any.  Does this mean that God doesn’t care what we think?  Job didn’t ask to know who God was, Job wanted to know why God did these things.  And maybe that’s the problem.


In our gospel story today, the disciples faced enormous danger in a storm at sea.  The whole time, Jesus was sleeping.  Sleeping!  When he finally wakes up and calms the storm, the disciples do not regale him with why he ignored their danger at first, why he only woke up when they asked him, why he let them get in trouble in the first place.  Instead, “they were filled with great awe and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and sea obey him?’”

It is exactly the question that Job was driven to.  Job focused on why, and could never get an answer.  When Job instead turned to who, his life changed.  Instead of demanding reason from God – reason that met only Job’s needs, answered his questions, gave him worth – Job learned who God was.  Job learned that God is the great creator of all things, and Job is simply one part of it.  Job learned that God is something bigger, greater, more mysterious, than Job had ever imagined.  Job learned that God is God, and Job is not.


And for us hearing the story today, we get to go another step further.  We know that Jesus is God.  This man Jesus walked through this great and wonderful creation alongside us.  He faced suffering and death for us, meaning we would never have to be alone in suffering.  He conquered death for us, meaning we would never have to be afraid of the present world or the life to come.  And in Jesus, we catch a glimpse of who God is.


Just as God spoke to Job in a whirlwind, Jesus reveals himself in the storm.  He shows himself to the disciples as the one who has control over all creation, just as God reminded Job.  Jesus is God.  And when his disciples realize this, the no longer what answers to their whys.  They realize they’ve been asking all the wrong questions.  They simply want to know, “Who then is this?”


The deeper we get into questions of faith, the more likely we are to come up with an answer of “I don’t know”.  I’m not saying you can’t ask questions, or that probing deeply into the Bible, into your faith, or into the nature of religion are bad things.  They aren’t.  I am saying that ultimately, the greatest question of our faith is who then is this?  And as people of faith, we are called to answer that question for ourselves and for others.  
We may only ever be able to answer “I don’t know” when we wonder why things are the way they are, why God does what God does, why life is what it is.  But there is no “I don’t know” when we ask who God is.

God is the creator of all things, of you and of me, and has made us each to be part of that whole.  God is the Savior Jesus Christ, who came to redeem this world, and each of us as part of that world.  God is the Holy Spirit who is still at work all around us, calling us to share our stories and proclaim what God has done in our lives.  It is God who calms our storms, restores us to wholeness, and works in and around us – God is the who, even if we don’t always understand the why.  

