Lenten Meditation
3-11-09

Mark 8:27-38

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Questions of Jesus is our Lenten theme for this year. Everyone has questions; in fact it feels like faith at times has more questions than answers.
Questions present us with the opportunity to listen and ask; to search and to probe.

The theme also underscores that God encourages us to search for answers together. In our searching together for answers, more often than not, your journey can help me find the answers to my questions and perhaps I can do the same for you. This is one of the reasons we need to be together as the people of God.
Our reading for today happens to be in the context of a group of people – Jesus and his disciples. As this small group trudges up to a place called Caesarea Philippi on the border of what is now Israel and Lebanon, Jesus asks 2 questions.
Question #1 - Who do people say that I am?

Question #2 - Who do you say that I am?

Both are questions of identity.

I can picture in my mind’s eye Jesus asking his disciples the first question; who do the people say that I am?
I wonder if Jesus was really interested in what the general public was saying about him? It is hard for me to imagine that he would care all that much about what the crowds really thought. He was a man on a mission and from the very beginning of his ministry he was focused on what was ahead of him.

He had that admirable leadership quality of staying focused on his mission without being too concerned about what others really thought. 

What I can’t figure out is this – does Jesus ask this question because he really cares and wants to know what the word on the street is about him or does he use the first question as a way to set up the second question?
I think He uses the general question as a way to set up a more specific question because he is seeking a specific answer.

We do it all the time.

Honey, would you be interested in going to a movie tonight?

Would you be interested in going to this movie tonight?

The first question is simply a way to see which way the wind is blowing, you know, to get a read on the situation.
The second question is meant to get a specific response; a definite answer.
Who do you say that I am?

How you answer the question; how I answer the question will speak to the issue of identity; Jesus’ identity as well as yours and mine.

Peter gets it right when he says in response to the question; you are the Messiah.
Peter doesn’t really know what that means. God has given him the answer and the answer comes out of his mouth but he has no idea what it means for his life or the world that Jesus is indeed the Messiah.

But he says it anyway – he speaks the words – they come out of his mouth – you are the Messiah. You are the Son of the living God.
When you and I speak these words we are making a confession of faith. We are saying something about the identity of Jesus and we are also saying something about our identity.

This confession of faith that we make is a rock upon which we stand as God’s people. We speak it as individuals and we speak it as a community.

We speak it in times of great confidence when we are filled with the Spirit of God and we feel the presence and the direction of God in our lives and we speak it when we are in a valley of dead bones and our spirits are as dry as the desert and we feel far from God and when the question is asked; who do you say that I am? 

We stand on the rock of our confession and we say you are the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of the living God and we keep moving forward in faith and because of faith and with an identity that is permanent and complete. You and I have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.

This identity doesn’t depend on you or me – it is God’s gift to us. 
The questions are good. They mean we are alive, engaged and called by God.

But the answer is even better – a rock upon which we stand.

Jesus – the Messiah – the Christ – the son of the living God.
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