5th Sunday of Lent
3-29-09

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Jeremiah chapter 1, verses 9-10;

Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me,
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”
How would you like this for a job description from God? It is quite a picture – God putting words into the mouth of Jeremiah.

It is filled with verbs – to pluck up and pull down;

to destroy and to overthrow – to build and to plant.

This is Jeremiah’s job description.

He is not real pleased about his job and tries to get out of it.
He argues with God that he is not the one who should be bringing this word to the people but God prevails and Jeremiah speaks God’s word to the people.
And the people are plucked up – pulled down – destroyed – and overthrown. And it was all part of God’s plan – God’s judgment.
God brought judgment down upon Israel because of their disobedience. In their relationship with God, Israel failed.
They may have asked – how did we end up like this? 

How did we end up in this place? 

Not uncommon questions. 
We should have known better. 
Why didn’t we pay more attention to the warning signs when God spoke to us? 
So judgment comes – it always comes doesn’t it. In some form or another. We are plucked up, pulled down, destroyed or overthrown.
But the good news for you and me is this is not the last word from God through Jeremiah.  Because the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases God speaks a different word.

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt.

A covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 
When God speaks about something new there is an implied assumption that the old is no longer working. 
When God says something new is coming it is a clear word to us that the old cannot remain – the old no longer works – the old has failed.

Why I wonder, why do we act surprised when old patterns continue to fail us – when old routines still don’t work.

One would think that if;

· something doesn’t work

· doesn’t give life

· doesn’t leave room for the Spirit of God

· that we would be open to something new?
If there are areas of our lives and our life-styles that are not in harmony with God’s direction and plan for us, then we shouldn’t be surprised that God might be in the process of overthrowing, plucking, pulling down or destroying that part of our lives that is getting in the way of - or creating an obstacle to God’s intense desire to be in relationship with us.

When our own efforts are exhausted – and I know some very tired people – then perhaps we are ready to hear the word of God Jeremiah speaks today.

When we are weary of inner turmoil – then perhaps we are ready to hear the word of God Jeremiah speaks today.

When we are weary of broken relationships and the uncertainly of trusting others – then perhaps we are ready to hear the word of God Jeremiah speaks today.
When we are weary of our casual relationship with God, sometimes on and sometimes off, sometimes close but more often far away – then perhaps we are ready to hear this word of God Jeremiah speaks today

God wants to do something new with us – a new agreement – a new covenant. It comes from God like all the rest of them only this one is from the inside out. 
It is almost as if God finally figures out that for change to be effective it has to come from the inside out. 
If change is going to matter, God says, I will do it for them because it is obvious they can’t do it for themselves.

I will put my law within them, 
· and I will write it on their hearts; 
· and I will be their God, 
· and they shall be my people. 
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
A new agreement – a new covenant; it was promised a long time ago and it has been unfolding ever since then.

It is both here and not here 
· we live in it and we wait for it 
· we catch glimpses of it and we don’t fully see it 
· our hearts are being changed from the inside out.
And when that day fully comes says the Lord, we won’t have to teach each other what it means to love one another because everyone will have enough to eat and no one will be without a place to lay their head at night and stay warm and no one will be lonely and alone and afraid.
We won’t have to remind each other that to know the Lord is to love the Lord with heart soul and mind – completely and fully.
We won’t have to remind each other that to know the Lord is to love our neighbors as ourselves – no matter who are neighbor is.
Perhaps when that day comes and we all know the Lord we won’t be so concerned about who is sitting at that table or what they look like. We will just be thankful they are there and we are there.

And when that day comes and it is surely coming says the Lord. We will all rejoice because everyone will know the Lord, from the least to the greatest and we will all bask in the wonder of how God has changed us from the inside out and remembered our sin no more.
From the inside out – the days are surely coming says the Lord.
They are coming.

Thanks be to God. Amen
