3-30-11 Lenten sermon
Psalm 95

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Are you the kind of person that likes to have a good reason for doing something or needs a reason for doing something?
I don’t think that is unusual - most of us are like this.

My question for you today is this; why do you worship?
Why do you take time out of your busy schedules in the middle of the week to come to this place, sit on hard pews, join with other people to worship God?

The psalm for today, Psalm 95, answers that question. 
It is a call for God’s people to worship and a call to obedience.
It is a call for you and me to recognize and acknowledge our relationship to God. You could also say that this is an action oriented psalm. There is movement; we are invited to do something, to participate.
Look at the text; it begins with a very strong invitation, you could say it is a command.

O come, let us sing to the LORD; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
Four times the psalmist says, “let us”

Worship is communal. I need you and you need me and we need each other as we worship. My voice is caught up with your voice and the voice of every person who gathers and together we sing a new song and we proclaim our relationship to the one God, the God who made heaven and earth. 

7:07 service - Did you notice how you felt as you sang the Holden Evening Hymn; the words and the music are a confession of faith we make together and it would not have the same effect if you were singing it at home, alone.
11:30 service – did you notice how you felt as you sang How Great Thou Art ; the words and the music are a confession of faith and we make it together and it would not be the same if you were singing that hymn at home, alone.
Singing, praise, joyful noise, with thanksgiving; all done in community, together we are in collective praise and worship.

This is what God wants us to do.

Why? The psalmist answers the question in verses 3-5

For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
In his hands are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.

When this psalm was written, there were many gods that were worshipped. Israel worshipped the one true God; a great God, a King above all Kings, the God whose hands made heaven and earth. No other Gods can compare.

Times really haven’t changed; there are still many other gods that people worship. Competition is stiff. That is why what we do here is so important and it is important that we do it together. 
Worship changes us. 

It fills us with good things. 

It puts into a right relationship with God.
Your presence and your praise and your thanksgiving help me and hopefully my presence and my thanksgiving and my praise helps you and together we make a joyful noise, a thankful song.
Then, in verse 6 is another invitation, another command.

O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
Notice once more there is movement; our action of bowing down, kneeling before the Lord is a way for us to acknowledge the relationship, to say once again that we understand who is in charge and it is not me, it is God. 

So we bow down, we kneel before the Lord our maker. God is God, I’m not and you’re not.
And then, once again, the psalmist gives us the reason; For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
Notice how personal it is as well as communal.

God is our God, we are the people of His pasture, the sheep of His hand.
What we do in this space is as important as anything we do as the people of God and the psalm ends with a warning, a strong reminder of what can happen if we ignore this command to worship, the invitation to come before God in thanksgiving and praise.

O that today you would listen to his voice! Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,

when your ancestors tested me, and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.

We are reminded of what happened in the wilderness, when Israel complained to God and God instructed Moses to strike the rock with his staff and water was provided for the people out of the rock. There had been so much complaining and quarreling by the people that Moses called the place Massah and Meribah which means testing and quarreling.
The psalmist is telling us; don’t be like those people. Remember who you are. Listen to God’s voice. Worship the Lord, maker of heaven and earth. For you are the people of his pasture, the sheep of His hand.

Worship is truly an offer we can’t refuse. It fills our hearts, strengthens our souls and is a powerful reminder to each of us that our relationship with God is a two way street and that God desires our worship and praise.

So come all you people, come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us worship the Lord.

Amen
