Lenten Sermon
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Galatians 5:1, 13-22

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Now what?

These two words typically are spoken with a sense of exasperation and a lack of patience as in – ‘now what do you want?’

Today – we get to the – now what – part of Paul’s letter.

In his letter to the Galatians, he has been pleading with them, scolding them, encouraging them, arguing with them about the dangers of this addition layer of stuff that the outsiders were telling them they had to do in order to follow Jesus – telling them they had to obey the Law of Moses in order to be saved.
This whole circumcision thing was a real problem. In verse 2 of chapter 5 we hear these words - Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you.
If the Galatians hadn’t figure out by this part of the letter that this was serious business then they needed to wake up – their spiritual lives were at stake.

Now what? 
Freedom Paul says – that’s what - for freedom Christ has set us free, do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
Now what?

Freedom Paul says – that’s what - for you were called to freedom brothers and sisters only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another.
As Paul draws the letter to a close he focus’ on this issue of freedom – and what I like about Paul is his ability to communicate what that means in practical terms. Following Jesus is not just a theory for Paul or an intellectual exercise or spiritual narcissism.
The Gospel has something to say about the community of the church.
It has something to say about living in relationship with others and in community – it has something to say about what the community does as a reflection of what it believes.
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 
14For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.
Freedom – love – mutual responsibility – they go together.
Love is the true expression of freedom and bearing one another’s burdens is how we express that freedom.

Paul takes his instructions even further as a way to help us understand what this freedom means. He writes about the difference between the works of the flesh and fruit of the spirit and he reminds his readers – that would be you and me – that those who have been crucified with Christ Jesus are driven no longer by the self centered power of the flesh but rather by the freedom and power of the spirit.

And if any of you are like me when I ask the question – now what? I like it when what I am being asked to do is spelled out for me as clearly as possible. That’s what Paul does.
Now the works of the flesh are obvious – yes they are – all 15 of the items on that list – I won’t read it again but we can all find ourselves on that list. It is a warning to the community and the people in the community that to practice these things is not living by the Spirit – to practice these things is not freedom.
But this is - By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
Now what – we live lives guided by the spirit – this is the key. 
We are focused not on ourselves but those around us – people we know and people we don’t know.
This is the fruit of a healthy community.

This is the fruit of those who have been crucified with Christ.

This is the fruit of those who have been set free by Jesus Christ.
This is the freedom God calls you and me into on a daily basis. 

In Christ and because of Christ - faith working through love

Thanks be to God. Amen
