Lenten meditation
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Psalm 66

How Great Thou Art

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I’d like to begin with some bible passages – passages that speak about the soul.
Jesus says; Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your soul.
Jesus said, “‘you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’

Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,

 

Jesus said; “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour

In Acts we read; There they strengthened the souls of the disciples and encouraged them to continue in the faith,

In Hebrews we read; We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul. 
In 1 Peter we read; For you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
The hymn text says this - Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee, how great thou art, how great thou art.

Carl Gustaf Boberg – the Swedish author of our hymn text for today – was converted to the faith at age 19 and the original hymn text was written one evening during the summer of 1885. The author, returning from a church meeting was struck by the beauty of nature and the sound of church bells in the evening – you can picture it can’t you and it is especially true for us who live here on the frozen tundra – we are all looking forward to it - a beautiful summer evening that is beyond description.
The poetry captures the experience – when through the woods, and forest glades I wander and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze – then sings my soul
Boberg is simply doing what the psalmist does;

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise. Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
The psalmist looks at creation and reminds us - when all is said and done – we are left only with praise – praise of the one who created all things – when I in awesome wonder, consider all the worlds thy hands have made – then sings my soul.

Then the psalmist moves from the praise of creation to what God has done in my life – the movement of the psalm is from the general to the specific - Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for me.
This is what is captured so beautifully in this hymn - 
what has God done for me?

why is this hymn sung so often at funerals?

why are we so moved by the words and the music?

The answers are in the hymn text;

And when I think, that God His Son not sparing, sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in.

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, he bled and died, to take away my sin.

When I understand in faith that the death of Jesus is for me;
then sings my soul.

When I understand in faith that Jesus goes to the cross for my sin;

then sings my soul.
When I can look forward in faith to His return with shouts of acclamation knowing that he will take me home;
then sings my soul.

As it says in Revelation 7 - like the great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 

We too shall bow in humble adoration and sing my God how great thou art.
