4-18-10
3rd Sunday of Easter

1 John 1:1-4

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I did not realize it until the day before we were to gather for worship at our sister congregation, Ipogoro on Jan. 31 of this year.

What I realized was the fact that it was the 20th anniversary of the companion congregation relationship between Augustana Lutheran Church in West St. Paul, MN – USA and Ipogoro Lutheran Church in Ipogoro, Tanzania – Africa.
Do you know how it all got started? I suspect not. It was Holy Spirit directed. Pastor Gary Langness was sitting in the chancel area of the Cathedral Church in Iringa and was at least a full hour into the first service of the morning when he noticed the Bishop get up and begin to walk towards him during one of the hymns.

The Bishop leaned over and whispered in to Pastor Langness’ ear; “you will be preaching this morning at Ipogoro Lutheran Church.”
With a panicked look on his face Pastor Langness politely replied; “I’m not prepared, I don’t have a sermon.”

The Bishop said; “don’t worry, you’ll come up with something.”

With extreme panic Pastor Langness replied; “I don’t have a car. I don’t speak Swahili.

The Bishop smiled and said; “there’s a car and a driver waiting outside for you, and a translator, you leave in 10 minutes.”

I suspect Pastor Langness’ sermon was pretty average but I also suspect the translator made it better.

And so it began. 20 years ago.

