4-24-11 Easter Sunday
Matthew 28:1-10

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I always look forward with great anticipation to Easter and this year, I find myself yearning for the message even more.
Like many of you, I suspect, my life and the life of my extended family was changed this past year because of death.

And when your life is touched by death – when you feel the sting of death - the power of Easter takes on new meaning and life. It also seems to me as though this promise and hope brings more comfort and strength the further you get away from the grave.
To be sure, the pain remains. The heartache is still there. The chair at the table is empty. But somehow, someway, the power of the resurrection at work in us enables us to live with this pain – this heartache – this emptiness that otherwise would not be possible.

St. Matthew begins his resurrection story by simply stating that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
This is the starting point – this is where it all begins if we are going to get to the other side of Easter. 
They go to the tomb because of the death and burial of their beloved Jesus.  Matthew doesn’t say they go to the tomb to anoint the dead body but they went to see the tomb.
Three things happen in these 10 short verses that brings these two Mary’s to the other side of Easter. It is a message from God.

First, they feel the message – in the form of a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
From the soles of their feet to the top of their heads they feel the earth shake. They feel the message as it begins to unfold in each of their lives. 
And isn’t that how it happens for us – we begin to feel what the other side of the tomb is like even before we fully understand what it means. 
We feel the power of the resurrection before we can name it. It happens dramatically at times and sometimes, perhaps more often, the feeling is a quiet and subtle power at work in us like the slow rising of the sun at dawn.
They feel it and then they see it – literally a messenger from God, an Angel who comes and rolls away the stone. It makes sense, doesn’t it? 
If we are going to get to the other side of Easter, the stone at the entrance to the tomb needs to be rolled away and we need to see it with our own eyes. We need to see what God is up to and we need to see that God is in the business of rolling stones away from tombs; tombs of death, tombs of resentments and past hurts, tombs of fear and failure and even tombs of despair; stones are rolled away. 
Finally, they hear a message; a message of fear and joy; a message never spoken before this day; “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 
What side of the tomb do you find yourself on today? 
Is it opened or is it still closed?
It is a fair question as many refuse to believe and there are many who are unable to live in the reality of Easter – that death is dead. Life is come in Christ and God invites us, wants us, pleads with us to live in the light and the hope of this promise - He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. This is my message for you.
Do you believe it?

Is it too hard for you to believe it?

Do you struggle to believe it?

Is your life too messed up and confused for you to believe it?

Have the powers of this world; the marketers, the shysters, the false prophets of pride and promise and riches gotten to you to the point that wherever you turn is nothing but empty promises and hope that holds no hope.
If we are going to live our lives on the other side of the tomb then first off, we need to go to the tomb. We need to accept the reality of the cross – that Jesus had to suffer and die for our sin, our brokenness, our stubborn refusal to be the kind of people God intended for us to be.

And unless we do this – unless we go to the tomb and see ourselves in this story;

· then there is no other side to the tomb 

· there is no Easter

· there is no resurrection

· there is no new life.
We are stuck in death; the cold, heartless grip of despair – or as CS Lewis describes it in his marvelous book, The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe, a place where winter never ends. And no, Lewis is not referring to Minnesota.

What does the other side of Easter look like for you?
As you continue to mourn the death of a loved one, has the cold hard frost of death begun to be warmed by the light of Easter hope?

If it has, if the pain is less painful, the sadness less gripping, the hope more powerful, then the power of the resurrection is at work in your life and you are on the other side of Easter.

What does the other side of Easter look like for you?
Have you been given the courage and power to reach out to a friend in a difficult situation – to reach out in love and compassion? 
Have you loved and cared for an aging parent, a child who struggles with health or behavioral issues, a work situation that is difficult – have you forgiven yourself and let go of past resentments and mistakes – if you have – then you are on the other side of Easter.
The message of the angel includes this promise; He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’
He is going ahead of you, there you will see him. The other side of Easter means that tomorrow, wherever life finds you, Jesus will be there ahead of you and you will see him. The power of the resurrection will be at work in you.
The other side of Easter means that tomorrow, you will have hope, no matter what the day brings; no matter the circumstances of your life; it means you will have a power at work in you that will give you life and strength; life and strength that will be sufficient to meet whatever challenges you will face.
The other side of Easter means that Jesus is alive.

God raised him from the dead.

The tomb is empty.

He is going ahead of you and you will see him.

Alleluia.

Thanks be to God. Amen 

Matthew 28:1-10

1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he£ lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead,£ and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

