4-26-09 Sermon
3rd Sunday of Easter

Global Mission #1

Luke 24:36b-48

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

The last 3 Sundays we have been praying for a young man by the name of Josh Sorvik. This is the young man from whom today’s sermon title comes from.

But before I get to Josh’s question I want to tell you a little about Josh. 

My wife Janis has 4 cousins – they grew up together and attended the same church as they were growing up. They are a tight knit group of cousins – 7 children in 3 families. 2 of Janis’s first cousins are pastors.

Jeff and Michelle are Josh’s parents and Jeff is a pastor in Duluth. Josh is their second born – 18 years old.

Josh is a senior at Duluth East high school. He sings in the choir, works at Bridgeman’s, is very involved in his church. An active outdoors person he hikes, rock climbs, kayaks, plays paint ball, you name it he loves doing it. He is an outstanding young man of faith.  He is also a skier. 
On March 29th he was skiing at Spirit Mt in Duluth. Last day of the year and the last run of the year as he was coming down the hill he caught an edge, lost control and crashed into the woods and suffered a catastrophic spinal cord injury and is now paralyzed from the middle of his chest down.
It was very difficult news for us to hear; the reality of this active, vibrant, joy-filled young man now paralyzed from the chest down has weighed heavily on our hearts.

We can only imagine what he is going through and what his parents and siblings are going through as they come to grips with this new reality.
Josh is making progress and is close to finishing his rehab and trying to come to grips with and to understand what life will be like for him now and how he goes forward still living.

Josh’s Dad, Jeff has posted a journal entry every day since the accident on the Caringbridges web site. As of yesterday afternoon there have been 49,214 visits to Josh’s site.
On Friday April 10th Jeff posted the following journal entry.
“The other thing that Josh and I talked about this morning is the mission God gives to each of us.
We have things to accomplish that are eternity shaping. Josh has much to do, a full life to live, people to impact. His life is not meaningless no matter how long he waits to walk.

Finally, we talked about the body of Christ. The way that so many people who don't even know him have been praying for him, supporting him, and encouraging him. The way they have been reaching out to our family and taking care of us. I know this is hard for him to understand right now.  
He asked me, "Why would they do this, Dad. They don't even know me?" 
I told him about what love is like, how we hurt with those who hurt. 
I told him about the way he has tried to live his young life and how that has brought him into the hearts of those that do know him.
But I also let him know that it is just a "God Thing" a sign that God is loving him through others!”
Why would they do this Dad? They don’t even know me.
About how many different things - that the church of Jesus Christ is involved in could we ask this same question?

Why would a church be involved in Global mission; helping to educate, feed, heal, and love people we don’t even know.

Why would they do this Dad?
Why would a church be involved in loaves and fishes or habitat for humanity or a local food shelf?

Why would a church care about people who are on the outside, whose lives are empty and hurting and broken?
Why would a church care about children who struggle to read or who need adults in their lives or just a place that cares?
Why would they do this Dad?
Josh’s question can be asked about anything the church does. Josh’s father Jeff is a great pastor but an even better Dad.

His answer to Josh’s question is why we do Global Mission at Augustana. 
His answer to Josh’s question is why we do everything around here.
His answer to Josh’s question is why the body of Christ exists here on earth.

Jeff spoke about the mission God gives to each one of us; how we have things to do that are eternity shaping. Now there is an interesting thought to reflect on.
Jeff said to his son; I told him about what love is like, how we hurt with those who hurt.

As Jesus appeared to his followers after his death and resurrection, in every appearance he showed them his hands and feet. 
He showed them the marks of love.
He showed them how much he loved the world.

We, the body of Christ, bear witness to the wounds of Jesus by our love.
We bear witness to the wounds of Jesus by how we love.

We bear witness to the wounds of Jesus by whom we love.

“We do in our bodies what Jesus did in his body and if you ever, ever wonder whether or not you are to love someone, check your pulse. If your heart is beating then yes, you are to love – no matter what.”  [Greg Boyd quote]
Our global relationships are simply one part of how this body of Christ lives out this mandate to love; God loving others through you and me. Even people we don’t know. 
It is one of many things we do as a community of faith called together through the wounds of Jesus to love the world. 

Our goals once again this year are to lift up awareness; to invite as many as possible to share in the offering and to receive $50,000 to support the ministries we are connected to in both of those countries. To let you know how important these relationships are in Tanzania and Guatemala and to us.
This year the global mission task force sent out a letter to the 66 adults and young people who have traveled to Tanzania or Guatemala over the last 19 years. Another group of our young people is going to Tanzania again this summer. We wanted those who have experienced the joy and the grace of those relationships and seen first hand how the love of Jesus has reached across the globe - to be leaders in the 2009 global mission offering.

I’ve heard back from 24 of the 66 and the gifts given total $9,922. We are 20% of the way to our goal. Please be sure and participate in this important work. If you haven’t shared in this offering make a first time gift of any amount; you are bearing witness to the wounds of Jesus. If you have shared in this offering thank you for sharing again. And be generous.

Greg Boyd quote;
“If our lives and our churches look like Jesus; if we are swimming upstream in American culture; looking like, sacrificing like, loving like and serving like Jesus;” then good people and only then are we answering Josh’s question. It is a God thing – a sign that God is loving others through you and me. Thanks be to God. Amen
