4-3-11 Sermon GM II
John 9:1-41

Ephesians 5:8-14

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace.

This morning we hear another long but interesting tale from John’s Gospel.
A child born blind and now old enough to speak for himself.

A strange guy who spits in the dirt, makes mud and smears it on the blind guy’s eyes and tells him to go wash in a certain pool and a person who has been blind his whole life can now see for the first time.
The disciples ask Jesus a question; who sinned, this man or his parents that he should be born blind? A common theological question that nags us all even in this modern age; does sin cause illness?
Well intentioned, religious people who see with 20/20 vision yet are as blind as bats. Are those kinds of folk still around today?
I love this story; the man born blind who is healed by Jesus. It is filled with drama and questions.

The blind man who receives his sight seems to be the center of attention and focus yet no one really listens to him. It seems like everyone is too busy forming their own judgments and they can’t really see what is happening.

The story gives me pause and challenges me; it makes me think about how Jesus has opened my eyes and it makes me wonder if He needs to open them again and it makes me wonder how well I really see.

The key question, I think, asked in this text is asked by the Pharisees. They ask the question to the blind man who now can see but it is asked of you and me as well; how did He open your eyes? 
Did is happen at a young age or were you older when he opened your eyes?

Did it happen at once, as dramatic as the blind man in our story or were your eyes opened over time as you witnessed the church at work and as you experienced the love and the grace of people in your life who confessed this Jesus as Lord of their lives.
Perhaps you are someone who is in the process of having your eyes opened and you are just beginning to see more clearly who this Jesus person might be in your life and how you might respond to him.
When I reflect on this question for myself; how he opened my eyes, I think about people. 
I think about my parents and I think about my wife; people so very close to me who were used by Jesus to help me see.
I think about so many people I’ve been privileged to know as a pastor who live their lives in such a Christ like manner and who love Jesus in a way that helps me see more clearly the presence of Christ in this world and because of who they are and what they do and how they give themselves away; my eyes have been opened.

I think about some of the old women in Tanzania that I’ve met. I can’t even tell you their names. I’ve met them in these small preaching points. They come in from the fields when we arrive as guests in these small brick churches with metal roofs and they are old and bent over and they smile like the sunshine and then they pray and it is in a language I don’t understand but the prayer is so powerful and so spirit filled that it rips the curtain off my heart and I realize that I am seeing Jesus in an old woman in Tanzania.
How did Jesus open your eyes? What did he do to you? 

And if Jesus has opened your eyes; what do you see? Do you see the world in a new way; your neighbor who bothers you, the homeless person asking for money? 

Do you see the family that needs to visit the food shelf in order to make it to the end of the month with food on their table?
It can be dangerous when Jesus opens our eyes. He expects us to respond. He knows we will respond because we see the world in a new and different manner. We see the world through his eyes.
It is dangerous because we begin to see the world’s needs and not only has the veil over our eyes been removed but also the veil over our hearts. And when we see the needs around us we feel it in our hearts and our hearts ache just as God’s heart must ache.
We see the needs in Japan and because our eyes are opened by Jesus, people responded; $3903 given through Lutheran Disaster Response.
 We see the needs in our own community and because our eyes are opened through MN Foodshare $3355 is given along with untold bags of groceries.
Today’s global mission offering is no different. You have heard the stories. You know about the relationships between the people of Augustana and our friends in Guatemala and Tanzania. They are our sisters and brothers. And they have needs and Jesus expects us to respond.
There are aids orphans who just want to go to school. There are churches that need pastors and pastors need theological education and we provide scholarships to make that happen.

People go hungry in Tanzania; through the agricultural plots, they are learning to grow their own food in more efficient and productive ways.
I’m going to Guatemala in late April. It is the 20th anniversary of the Augustinian Lutheran Church and I will be part of a delegation from St. Paul going to down to celebrate and give thanks to God for this young church body that we are in relationship with.

One of the needs in the villages is a simple place to go to the bathroom. I was sorely tempted to preach about latrines today but thought better of it. I would probably get myself into trouble. 
Think about this basic human need which we take so for granted; a warm, sanitary place to go to the bathroom. It may sound strange but in the name of Jesus, we can actually do something about this.
For 330 dollars a safe, sanitary composting latrine can be built and the hygiene and the health of an entire village can be improved.

Don’t you see? If Jesus has opened our eyes, then how can we not respond to our brother or sister who is in need?
Don’t you see? Jesus opens our eyes and our hearts not only for our own salvation and grace but also for the sake of the world. And the world means our own community right outside the doors of this building as well as our sisters and brothers in places like Tanzania and Guatemala.
As you give your gift today, use the eyes of your heart to see what you are doing. 
Use the eyes of your heart to determine the size of your gift and use the eyes of your heart to see the need.
Jesus heard that they had driven the blind man out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.”
You too have seen him.

He opened your eyes and you believe.

Now, open your hearts and respond to the needs that Jesus helps us to see.

In Jesus name and for His sake. Amen

