4-27-08 Sermon
Global Mission #1

Acts 17:22-31

John 14:15-21

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

What would you say if I were to tell you that you could be part of an effort that will put food on the tables of people you don’t know but are in relationship with because of Jesus Christ?
Would you do it? 

Would you want to be part of something like that?

What would you say if I were to tell you that the flagship public research university here in Minnesota was getting involved and helping to lead the way in an effort that will put food on the tables of people you don’t know but are in relationship with because of Jesus Christ.

Would you do it? 

Would you want to be part of something like that?

What would you say if I were to tell you that this congregation; Augustana Lutheran Church is about to be part of an effort that will put food on the tables of people in our sister congregation, Ipogoro Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

Should we do it?

Do we want to be part of something like that?

And before we answer the question – let’s listen to the words of Jesus. 
He spoke these words before he was crucified and raised from the dead – they are pre-Easter words that speak to a post Easter group of believers. 

A post Easter group of believers that is being given direction and purpose by the promised Holy Spirit – the Advocate - the Spirit of Truth.
The word is simple and direct – “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
If you love me – our Lord Jesus Christ is making this statement.

If you love me you will keep my commandments.

I don’t hear in the words of Jesus any sort of option;

· Like you can if you want to.
· Or if you feel like it.

· Or if it is convenient.

· Or if you like those people.

If you love me you will keep my commandments and you won’t do it alone because I will send the Holy Spirit into your lives and into your hearts and into your community of believers.

You will see the world and the people in the world as I see them. 

You will learn to love the people of the world as I love them.

And as you love them you will fulfill my commandments.

And there are 2 commandments not 10 – the 10 are important and life-giving but it is the 2 that you will fulfill;

You will love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind and – you will love your neighbor as yourself.

· Love elicits action

· Love demands a response

· Love motivates and creates solutions

· Love takes away fear
· Fear of failure

· Fear of enough

· Fear of rejection or condemnation

· Love connects us to others

· Love is the basis for all relationships

· Love fulfills all the commandments

· Love is connected to justice and doing the right thing

· Love unleashes creativity and the passion to share;

· To share ideas – solutions – resources – talents and gifts.
Love has many names – one name is the institute of agriculture at Tumaini University in Iringa Tanzania and the mission is to teach improved farming practices to the people of the Iringa region and to increase agricultural production to 120% of subsistence. 
The institute will train pastors, farmers and students. It will sponsor demonstration plots with companion congregations.

That’s where we come in with our companion congregation.
And it will develop long term business plans which will include companion synod support, governance, operations, financial support, communications, human resources and a University of MN relationship.

It is the same model that was used in this country years ago when the federal government provided funding to our land grant University of Minnesota and through the university’s extension service they went out into the rural areas and through pastors, churches and community leaders taught better farming practices that allowed this great nation to feed the world.

And the church of Jesus Christ was right in the middle of it all because in many rural communities in the Midwest, leadership came from the local congregation and the clergy and the church was the focal point of the community and this is the same model that will be used in Iringa Tanzania. It is very exciting.
If you love me you will keep my commandments.
We participate and share in these global relationships because of love – we share in these global relationships in addition to the partnerships and relationships right outside our front door.

We fulfill this commandment to love locally and globally – with our hands and our hearts and our checkbooks.

Next Sunday we will receive an offering of gifts – an expression of love for the ministries we support in Guatemala and in Tanzania.

Today you can sign up to serve at Loaves and Fishes and fulfill the commandments of Jesus with your love.

Next Sunday you can share a financial gift in the global mission offering and fulfill the commandments of Jesus with your love.

Today you can sign up for the care team ministry of Augustana and fulfill the commandment of Jesus with your love.

You can sign up for a Habitat work day in June and fulfill the commandment of Jesus with your love.
If you love me you will fulfill my commandments. It is an offering of love and an expression of our partnerships and what we can share with sisters and brothers.

And it is so easy to think – times are tough – expenses are up and I understand – believe me I understand with a child in college and I too go to the grocery store and the gas station and I watch the news and I read the paper but I also listen to Jesus and I trust in Jesus and I will not live in fear - because perfect love casts out fear.

And I will not give out of fear because I believe in the abundance of God.
I know someone who has promised a gift of $5000. And I know there will be others. Janis and I will give a gift of a $1000 – a stretch for us this year but we do so joyfully and in love. And I know there will be others.
Pastor Erickson and his wife Lynn will share a gift of $400 and I know there will be others – invite your children to give a gift and see that they get an offering envelope.  Make this a teachable moment in their faith journey.
There will be many gifts of all sizes and I know that we will reach our goal of $50,000. Our second goal is a 10% increase from last year of those who participate in the offering. We can do that too.
My hope and prayer is simple - that you will participate in this offering. Participate with a generous heart and feel good about what you choose to do. It is one of many expressions of love that flow from the heart of this faith community to places across the globe.
There are many other expressions as well – right in front of us. Opportunities for you and me to serve Christ – opportunities to follow Christ and keep his commandment – his commandment of love. 
This is what we do – this is the church of Jesus Christ in the world. In Jesus name and for his sake. Amen

John 14:15-21

15“If you love me, you will keep£ my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,£ to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in£ you.

18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

