5-17-09 Sermon
Acts 10:44-48

6th Sunday of Easter

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 
This is what happens when one group of people observes another group of people getting something the first group didn’t think they should get or didn’t think they deserved. But God has a way of surprising us and doing the unexpected.

A little background is important here so stay with me. The circumcised believers were Jews who believed in Jesus. They had come with Peter to the city of Joppa. The Holy Spirit had sent Peter to Joppa where he met a man named Cornelius. Cornelius was a Gentile. God speaks to both men through visions. God brings these two men together; one a Jew and the other a Gentile in order that the message of Jesus would find it’s way to a new group of people.
In the verses that precede the reading for today Peter tells the story of Jesus to a large group of Gentiles – he preaches a sermon about the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

And much to the amazement of the circumcised believers, as Peter is speaking the word, the Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear this word – even upon them – the uncircumcised – the gentiles.

My question it this; why do we always seem to assume that just because someone is different from us that they would be outside the realm of God’s reach? This it what it feels like to me when I hear this text.
Why would we assume that people we know, people we work with, people we live next door to, or people we are afraid of or dislike because of their politics or ethnicity or sexual orientation would be outside the boundaries of God’s kingdom movement?

The Jewish Christians with Peter assumed that Jesus was just for the Jews. They could not imagine anything else – their spiritual world was confined to Jews. They didn’t eat with anyone else. They didn’t worship with anyone else. They didn’t fellowship with anyone else and when the Holy Spirit falls on the Gentiles, even on them – the Jews with Peter are astounded.

We live in these small theological houses that we work so hard to build and maintain; houses where we are in control. 
We decide how the furniture is arranged. 
We decide the color schemes. 
We decide what works and doesn’t work.
We decide who gets to enter the house and who doesn’t.
But as the Word is spoken – as the story of Jesus is told – the Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the Word. And God builds the church. And we begin to catch a glimpse that it is out of our control.
Fred Craddock tells this story;

I was walking one afternoon, and I passed a corner where a man was doing something that fascinated me, and I stopped my walk and watched him. He had a pile of bricks, and the thing he was doing was measuring each brick – how long it was, how wide it was, how deep it was. He’d throw a bunch of good looking bricks out. He said, “I’ve got to get them all exactly the same.”
I said, “Why?”

He said, “I’m building a church, and I want it to stand.”

See, there are people who think that the way to really have a church is to get people from the same economic and social and educational background, then they’ll all be together.
Boy, he started stacking those bricks; they were all just alike. I went by the next afternoon, and they were all just piles of brick. Fell down.

I went on around the corner, and I saw a man with a pile of rocks. You’ve never seen such a mess in your life – no two of them alike, round ones, dark ones, small ones, big ones, and little ones.
I said, “What in the world are you doing?”

He said, “I’m building a church.”

I said, “You’re nuts! The guy down there had them all alike, and he couldn’t make it stand.”

He said, “This’ll stand.”

“It won’t either.”

“Yes it will.”

I said, “You can’t get it to stand. The fellow down there had them all…”

He said, “It’ll stand.”

And he went over to a wood tray, took something like a hoe, and began to stir something back and forth. It looked a lot like cement to me, but that’s not what he called it. He put healthy doses of that between the stones. I went back thirty-four years later, and it was still there. It was that stuff in between, looked a lot like cement. That’s not what he called it. You know what he called it.
Even on them. Imagine that. Imagine the surprise of those Jews who were with Peter when the Holy Spirit falls upon the Gentiles, they begin to speak in tongues and they are baptized.
More stones, different stones, as the church of Jesus Christ is built. And the stone that the builder rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
In this story from Acts, Peter is the one who preaches the word and people listen and the Holy Spirit does its work of converting and bringing to faith those who hear the word. The Holy Spirit does the work of binding them together.
Tomorrow, you are the preacher. Tomorrow and the day after that and the day after that - you are the one who will be telling the story of Jesus. 
And those who are listening and watching will be as different as you can imagine and you may not even know who is listening or who is watching.

But don’t let your barriers get in the way of what the Holy Spirit might do through you. Don’t let your assumptions preclude you from sharing the word of life through your life.
Just tell the story. 
Love those whom God puts in front of you. And don’t be astonished when the Holy Spirit shows up on them.
Yes, even on them. 

Thanks be to God. Amen

Prayers

Fill us today Lord and every day with your power and love. Help us to trust your presence. Strengthen our faith. Teach us what it means to trust you and love you as we invite you into our lives. LIYM

Lord, you break down the barriers that separate us from you and one another. Open our eyes to see those around us who need your life-giving word. May our lives be a witness to your love as we tell the story of Jesus in word and deed. LIYM
Good and gracious Father - you promise to hear us when we pray and you invite us to bring to you all our concerns and the burdens of our hearts – grant healing and peace to Gene Rygmer Duane Freier, Paul Hingsberger, Dennis Holt, Gary Lein, Dorothy Gustafson, John Schneider, Paul Steiner, Barb Gatzke, Vicki Pleske, Jim Wilmis, Bob & Betty Resner, Josh Sorvik, Julia Field, Marv Lepley, Carla Pfeifer, Michelle Henry. LIYM

We ask your blessing upon the newly baptized – Libby Meyer. Thank you God for the gift of faith you give in Holy Baptism. Be with parents and sponsors as you use them to teach the faith. Be with Gretchen Grube and Jeff Stans as they begin married life and we praise you Lord for the birth of Leighton Oster. LIYM
God of partnerships – bless and guide our friends at Ipogoro, San Augustin and Pueblo De Fe churches. We pray for those who serve; missionaries, service personnel, social workers, police officers, emt’s, firefighters, teachers and all who seek the good of others and the peace of society. LIYM
Lord, it is good to worship with sisters and brothers. To be in community; to feel your joy in music and song .Thank you for the gift of this day. For our friends in the Barbary Coast Band. And for your presence in our midst. Help us to be faithful to you Lord and to serve others in your name this week. 
Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray - Our Father

Announcements

Welcome to worship – registration pads – welcome to visitors

Welcome back the Barbary Coast Dixie Land Jazz Band. If you would like to take home some their music they will have a table set up to sell CD’s.
Please note your inserts – ministry opportunities

In our prayers we remember– Gene Rygmer Duane Freier, Paul Hingsberger, Dennis Holt, Gary Lein, Dorothy Gustafson, John Schneider, Paul Steiner, Barb Gatzke, Vicki Pleske, Jim Wilmis, Bob & Betty Resner, Josh Sorvik, Julia Field, Marv Lepley, Carla Pfeifer, Michelle Henry.

The red rose is in celebration of the birth of Leighton Oster and we celebrate the baptism of Libby Meyer and the marriage of Gretchen Grube and Jeff Stans

Blood Pressure Clinic today 9:30 a.m.-11:15 in the church office

We are in need people to help after church today for one hour to re-do the river bed in the healing garden. As our parish nurse so eloquently puts it; join us for one hour of exercise and fellowship. The crew will meet down by the labyrinth at 11AM.

Thank you for being in worship today – may God bless your day of Sabbath rest.

Ginny Kruse, who serves on our church council has a brief temple talk this morning. 

