5-28-06 Sermon

7th Sunday of Easter

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

The reading from Acts this morning is a bit strange. It is one of those passages in the bible that you read and 5 minutes later you can’t remember what it was you read – I know for many of us that doesn’t just happen when we are reading the bible.
But if we take a closer look, we might find some interesting things happening at this point in the story of Jesus.
Peter gets up to speak – it’s a small crowd – 120 believers. That’s it – 120.

To put that in perspective – the Augustana sanctuary holds about 600.

To put it into a different perspective – there are now about 2 billion Christians in the world – or about 32 percent of the world’s population.

Peter gets up to speak to 120 believers. And it is not an earth shattering speech – that will come in Acts chapter 2. But it is an important speech - they need to replace Judas – the disciple who betrayed Jesus.
In fact, some have called this story in Acts the first church council meeting of the New Testament church.
Judas needs to be replaced - Peter says - one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 
So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 

Do you think Justus and Matthias volunteered or do you think someone else put them into the process – we don’t know – I’m curious about it but we don’t really know.

Then the whole group prayed – Lord, show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship – and Matthias was chosen to replace Judas.

120 believers – two possible replacements – 1 is chosen.
Why? They needed to get back to the number of apostle’s Jesus chose – 12 – but a more important reason – and the reason you and I are worshipping today is found in Peter’s speech – one of these must become a witness with us to His resurrection.
We witness to something because it directly affects our lives.
It changes our reality – our life’s circumstances.

We witness to something because it changes how we live and how we are in relationship to others and it has the power to change how we experience life.

Think about this in relation to Memorial Day.
Memorial Day is a national holiday on which we remember and honor the men and women who have given their lives for our country. In the words of Abraham Lincoln, "it is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this."

We witness to this sacrifice by our citizenship – by how we participate and contribute to the greater good of our society – by paying taxes – engaging in public discourse – voting – obeying the laws of our land – all these things are a witness to the sacrifice we remember and honor on Memorial Day.

Memorial Day is also a witness to the loved ones in our own lives who are not longer present.

2 years ago, on Memorial Day weekend, my wife and I were out on our bikes – we had ridden over to Mpls and were riding along Minnehaha creek.

While we hadn’t planned on it before we left our house in Mendota Heights, we decided on the spur of the moment to ride to the cemetery in Richfield where my mother in law is buried. 
It was a beautiful day, late afternoon and it felt good to be there – to remember – to remember the love and the care and the relationship that was present in the life of this person we loved.

We witness to something because it directly affects our lives.

It changes our reality – our life’s circumstances.

We witness to something because it changes how we live and how we are in relationship to others and it changes how we experience life.

Peter, in this in between time – this time following the death and resurrection of Jesus – this time before the Holy Spirit is given to the church at Pentecost – somehow understands that out of the 120 believers, 2 will be set apart and 1 will be chosen to become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 
Notice how he uses the preposition to instead of ‘of’.
Anyone can be a witness of something – to be on the sidelines and say – yes, I saw that – it was interesting – but it doesn’t affect my life in any way, shape or form.

But to witness to something means so much more.

A disciple of Jesus has an intimate relationship with the Risen Lord.

A disciple of Jesus has absorbed his message of love and redemption into his or her life.
A disciple of Jesus experiences a total re-orientation of his or her life brought about by the power of the resurrection at work in the life of the disciple – and when that happens – then one cannot help but be a witness to His resurrection.
120 – two and you.

It was a small group to begin with. Matthias is chosen from the two. You and I are now part of a following numbering 2 billion people – witnesses to the resurrection.

The power of God that moves us, each one of us from death to life.

We are witnesses to this power – thanks be to God. Amen

Announcements

Welcome to worship – visitor pads – a word of welcome to our visitors today.

Thank Kristi and Tom Sullivan – drive-in

Thank Janis Aune and John Metcalfe – sanctuary

In our prayers today we remember and give thanks for servicemen and women, veterans and all who gave their lives in service to our country.

We pray for Grace Rolig, John Schneider, Carla Macy – prayers for healing – we remember Sarah Kirkwood, Bruce Ohmann and family on the death of their Father – Del Ohmann

Thank you for being in worship this morning – next Sunday is baccalaureate service for our graduating seniors  - in the sanctuary

Have a blessed Sabbath day as well as Memorial day holiday.

Drive-in – prayers

Let us pray – break forth into our lives and hearts this day Lord as we worship, as we sing, as we give praise to your holy name. May the power of your spirit change our hearts and open our lives to bear witness to your love with other people. LIYM

We give pause and thank you Lord for those who gave their lives in service to our country as well as all who continue to serve on our behalf ………………………….may we be reminded this memorial weekend of the great privilege and responsibility that freedom brings. LIYM

Bless Grace Rolig, John Schneider, Carla Macy, Pastor Kimberly Leetch with your power and strength Lord.

Be with the family of Del Ohmann – Sarah and Bruce and their families - grant them your comfort and peace Lord. We thank you that your promise of eternal life is a reality for Del. LIYM

Keep us in your care Lord Jesus. Grant us boldness in our witness to your love and mercy. Help us to walk in the light and the power of the resurrection.

In Jesus name.

Call to worship Psalm 98

1
O sing to the LORD a new song,


for he has done marvelous things.


His right hand and his holy arm


have gotten him victory.

4
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;


break forth into joyous song and sing praises.

Let us pray – it is with joy and thanksgiving that we gather this morning Lord as your people – bless our worship – fill us with your Spirit – renew our lives with grace and peace.
Our father, who art in heaven……………….

