5-31-09 Sermon
Acts 2:1-21

Pentecost Sunday

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

We are told in chapter 1 of the book of Acts that there were about 120 believers – 120 followers of Jesus. Not a large group.

Our reading today begins by saying they were all together in one place and the Holy Spirit comes roaring into their gathering and there is wind and fire and they all start talking at once and if you are like me you are thinking to yourself – this doesn’t sound like a Lutheran gathering.
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
What an experience. What an event. God is doing something new and it was something that was promised. Jesus said it would happen and boy, did it ever happen.

120 insiders. 120 followers of Jesus who now have the Holy Spirit in them.
And people on the outside observed what was happening. They were watching and they were curious. Notice how the story progresses.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
People from different countries with different languages and different customs and different skin colors hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.
The language we speak is crucial because people are listening.

The language we speak is heard by believers and non believers.
On that first Pentecost some of the bystanders thought the believers were drunk with new wine. But many others heard about God’s deeds of power.

What kind of language do we speak? 

What does the world hear from our lips and our lives?
If our language is that of judgment and condemnation;

if our language is that of self-righteousness and hypocrisy;
then those on the outside of the faith community will look at us and say – I want nothing to do with Christianity if that is how they act and if that is the language they speak.
They go to church on Sundays but the rest of the week live lives of self-centered consumption, gossip and mean spirited conversation. That doesn’t look or sound anything like Christianity.
Notice what happens in Acts, chapter 2; the Holy Spirit comes roaring into the lives of the believers and those on the outside come and check it out and they hear about what God is up to and they hear it in a language they can understand.

If you want someone to respond to God – if you want someone to experience God – if you want someone to learn something about God – then share with them God’s mighty deeds of power in your own life. 

Stop and consider the language you use. Tell them what God has done or is doing in your life. One of the miracles of Pentecost was that in the midst of all the different languages that were being spoken that day – they all heard the same thing; a message about what God is doing.
They heard the stories.
They heard what God was up to.
They heard what God was doing in the world and in the lives of other people.
The language we use makes a difference. Don’t tell me what I should do or shouldn’t be doing. There are lots of voices out in the world telling me about that stuff; some of it good and some of it necessary.
But if you want to help me come to faith in Jesus; 

if you want me to consider the church; 

if you want me to better understand God in my own life; 

then tell me what God has done for you.

Tell me how Jesus has changed your life.

Tell me how Jesus has been present for you in a difficult time.

Tell me how your prayers have been answered.

Tell me about a time when you experienced the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit. Tell me about a time in your life when the fire of the Holy Spirit touched you.
Speak to me in a language I can understand and relate to that helps me to think about my own life and to consider that God may just be speaking to me. 
Speak to me about God’s deeds of power.

One such example is the graduating seniors we honor today at Augustana. These are critical years for young people as they move into unchartered waters and new ventures. It is an exciting yet uncertain time in their lives.
Will they keep the faith? 

Will they stay connected to the church?

We hope and pray that they have heard in their years at Augustana this language of love. 

We hope and pray they have heard enough stories from parents and mentors and Sunday School teachers about what God has done that they can now understand and point to in their own lives;

when God has acted, when God has been present.
We hope and pray they have witnessed God at work in our midst. A gracious and loving God that speaks to us in a language we can understand.

The marvel of the first Pentecost was many different voices all hearing the same thing. 
It is a powerful message.
It is the story of Jesus; the life He lived, the death he died for our sake, and the power of the resurrection which exploded into the world on Pentecost.
The language God uses is life over death, it is light instead of darkness, it is grace, not condemnation.

This is the language we use; as Pentecost is lived through you and me.

The Spirit is blowing – there is a story to tell.

Let us each add our voice so together we share God’s deeds of power.

In Jesus name. Amen 

CALL TO WORSHIP

Lord Jesus Christ, be present now, our hearts in true devotion bow

Your Spirit send with light divine

And let thy truth within us shine

Let us pray;

Send forth your Spirit Lord Jesus – into our hearts – in this place. Help us to see and to hear this power you give as we worship this day. Amen

Announcements

Welcome to worship – friendship pads – welcome visitors.

Drive-in - We thank Lisa Griffin and Marcae Bitzer for special music

Sanctuary – we thank DeAnn and all the high school seniors who participate in this morning’s worship.
We celebrate Holy Communion today and invite all who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior to come to the table – intinction, receive the wafer, dip it into the wine and return to your seats by the side aile. We do have gluten free communion wafers-tell one of the pastors when you come forward.

There is a reception in the fellowship hall for graduating seniors. Please be sure and stop after worship to offer your congratulations to these outstanding young people.

In our prayers this morning we remember Walt and Dick Aeilts and families as they mourn the loss of their sister Vivian Hamlin and Maxine Martineau and family on the death of her grandson Daniel Peterson. We also pray for healing for Gene Rygmer, Duane Freier, Paul Hingsberger, Dennis Holt, Gary Lein, Dorothy Gustafson, John Schneider, Paul Steiner, Jackie Pederson, Barb Gatzke, Vicki Pleske, Jim Wilmis, Bob & Betty Resner, Josh Sorvik, Marv Lepley, Cathy Senelak, Alta Egbers and we celebrate the marriages of Allison Bulger to Paul Johnson as well as Michelle Williams to Justin Meyer.
Please note the announcements in your insert as well as the information and accomplishments of our graduating seniors.
Thank you for being present in worship. God bless and keep you this day and week.
Prayers

Thank you Lord for the power of community and the gift of worship. May we know your blessing this morning in our lives, our families, in your Word and in the manner in which Jesus is revealed to each one of us this day. LIYM

Lord God, you are present in the milestones and joys of life. We pray for graduating seniors this morning. Bless them Lord as they look back with thanksgiving for teachers and mentors and parents. 

Bless them as they look forward to all that life will bring as they move into new opportunities and challenges. Continue to teach them Lord what it means to trust you and to follow you. LIYM

God of healing and hope; be with Gene Rygmer, Duane Freier, Paul Hingsberger, Dennis Holt, Gary Lein, Dorothy Gustafson, John Schneider, Paul Steiner, Jackie Pederson, Barb Gatzke, Vicki Pleske, Jim Wilmis, Bob & Betty Resner, Josh Sorvik, Marv Lepley, Cathy Senelak, Alta Egbers. LIYM
Be with Walt and Dick Aeilts and families as they mourn the loss of their sister Vivian Hamlin and Maxine Martineau and family as they grieve the death of her grandson Daniel Peterson. Lord in the midst of this very difficult loss grant strength and hope to meet the days ahead as they trust in the power of the resurrection LIYM

We pray for the newly married – Allison Bulger and Paul Johnson, Michelle Williams and Justin Meyer; Lord, may your presence and peace to rest upon them.

Continue to teach us Lord to know and use the power of the Holy Spirit – help us to be bold in our witness - strong in our faith – and gentle in our love and care for the people you will bring into our lives this week.

In Jesus name we pray. Amen
