5-8-11 Sermon

3rd Sunday of Easter
Luke 24:13-35

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I don’t think it is a coincidence that there were two men walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus on the evening of the first Easter.
They were walking together because that is what friends do.
They were walking together because they needed each other. 

The story tells us they were sad about the events that had happened over the past few days concerning Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified.
They were walking together because it is much more interesting and helpful to have another person or persons in your life where you can talk about things; important things; spiritual things.
Walking – together.

It even sounds nice doesn’t it?
There’s a certain comfort, peace and assurance that is present when you are walking; together.

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.
Can you picture this in your mind’s eye; the two men are walking, talking and discussing the events of the past few days. Events that had a significant impact on them and all of a sudden a 3rd man appears and begins walking with them. 

Did they notice him right away or were they startled by the appearance of this stranger. We are on the outside looking into this story and we know it is Jesus but their eyes are kept from recognizing him.
I find a certain comfort in the fact they didn’t recognize him. I hear this story as someone on the outside looking in and think to myself; how could they not know it is Jesus. I mean, come on, open your eyes.

But then I stop and wonder how often in my own life has Jesus appeared and walked with me and I didn’t recognize him. More often, I suspect, than I realize or want to admit.
Jesus appearing to these two men as they walk to Emmaus is consistent with what happens every time Jesus appears after the resurrection.

That is he never appears to just one person alone.

He always shows up when people are walking together, hanging out together. No exceptions – the resurrected Christ reveals himself whenever his followers are together.

A week ago this past Thursday I worshipped in a rural village called La Esmerelda with a small group of Christians that you and I are walking together with side by side. It was about 100 degrees with humidity to match. We actually had two services; one in the morning and one in the late afternoon. Yes it was hot. Yes I was uncomfortable.
But what I saw with my eyes and heard with my ears and touched with my hands was Jesus. You and I are walking with the Christians of La Esmerelda. 
On Wednesday afternoon the children of the school put a play on for the community and for the delegation from the United States.
I didn’t understand one word that was spoken during the play but I knew exactly what was happening.

The children acted out for us the story of Jesus from Palm Sunday to Easter; complete with elaborate costumes, down to the smallest detail.

They even put Jesus along with the two criminals on crosses they had carried out into the courtyard of the church.

The strapped them onto the crosses and lifted the crosses to an upright position so we could see these things that had taken place in Jerusalem.
It was very dramatic and in a simple yet profound manner, the children of La Esmerelda shared Jesus with us and our eyes were opened and we recognized Him in our midst.

All because we are walking together.

Last Sunday we worshipped in Guatemala City at the Lutheran Center and we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Lutheran Church of Guatemala and we installed their first Bishop; Pastor Horacio Castillo. 
This church is 20 years old. Augustana is 104 years old. We have ELCA congregations on the east coast that are 260 years old.
It is a church that is beginning to walk with much stronger legs as they share the story of Jesus in the midst of poverty and gang violence and the reason they have stronger legs is because they are not walking alone; they are walking together with you and me and other Christians from St. Paul and because we are walking together Jesus is being revealed.
If we are not walking together with other Christians; groups or individuals, then the odds of actually seeing the resurrected Christ are very low. Our eyes will remain closed and Jesus will not appear.

If you as an individual are not walking together with someone else, talking about ‘these things concerning Jesus of Nazareth’, then how do you ever expect to see the resurrected Christ with your own two eyes?
If we don’t sit down and break bread together with other people, if we don’t share the scriptures in a manner that creates a burning in our hearts, then how do we expect to see the resurrected Christ in our midst?

Who are you walking together with at this time in your life? 
Can you put a name and a face on this person or group of people?

What are the reasons for you to walk with this person or persons?

As you walk with this person do you talk about what God is up to in your life? 

Do you go home from worship and share what you heard in the sermon, in the scriptures or in the music? 
Are you willing to tell others when your heart is burning and how your life is being changed and how your eyes are opened and you are seeing Jesus again for the first time?
How you walk with them defines the relationship.

How you walk with them determines the kinds of outcomes there will be.

I said two things at the beginning of this sermon about the men walking to the village of Emmaus;

They were walking together because that is what friends do.

They were walking together because they needed each other. 

And because of these two things; because these two men, Cleopas and his friend were engaged in the story of Jesus;

because they were willing to sit down with a stranger and break bread together, 

because they opened their hearts to the scriptures, their hearts burned within them and they saw Jesus; alive.
This is why you and I walk together.

This is why we walk with our friends in Guatemala and in Tanzania.

This is why we walk with Neighbors and Lutheran Social Services.
This is why we walk with the children in our preschool and Sunday school.

This is why we walk with confirmation students.

This is why we walk with those who are sick and hurting and grieving. Do I need to go on?

Walking together; with friends; because we need each other.

This is the church at its best.

This is the church whose eyes are opened, whose heart is burning and Jesus is revealed.

.

Thanks be to God. Amen

