5-9-10 Sermon
The Heart Matters

Acts 16:9-15

John 14:23-29

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

We have to add a couple of verses to the reading this morning so we can better understand what is going on here in the book of Acts. People are on the move. The Gospel is spreading outward and the Holy Spirit continues to roar in ways that are hard for us to imagine. Listen to verses 6, 7 and 8 which lead up to our reading from Acts today.
This is the apostle Paul and his traveling companions; they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7When they had come opposite Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; 8so, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. 9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 
A door is closed in Asia by the Holy Spirit. Another door is closed in Bithynia by the Spirit of Jesus and then Paul has a vision and direction is given and they move. They go to Macedonia. They listen to their hearts.
When we had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.
The vision wasn’t complicated – go to Macedonia and proclaim the good news; that would be the good news of Jesus in case you are wondering. 
They end up in Philippi, which is a large city, a Roman colony and this is where the story gets specific– the vision starts to come into focus. And what is interesting to me about all of this is how freewheeling it is. Paul doesn’t seem to have a specific plan but he pays attention to the vision and he goes where the Spirit is leading him. He doesn’t need to have it all figured out before he acts on the vision.

Do you have a vision? Has the Holy Spirit been trying to tell you something; to go somewhere, to do something, to reach out to someone? What is your vision? Are you letting your head get in the way of what your heart is telling you to do, because most of the time God speaks to the heart and not the head and for many of us it is just the opposite. We listen to and trust the head and not the heart.
Paul and his traveling companions go to Philippi, this large Roman city, and the vision begins to take shape.

On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.
What exactly did Paul say? A place of prayer, outside the city gate down by the river and a group of women are gathered and one of them is named Lydia and the text tells us she is a worshipper of God.

An interesting distinction is made here; Lydia is a worshipper of God, she believes in a deity of some sort but it is not specific. She is a business woman. A seller of purple dye was someone who dealt with high end clientele. This was a woman who had standing, power, wealth, yet something was missing from her life.

Perhaps that is why she went down to the river to this place of prayer. Then Paul shows up and proclaims the good news of Jesus; a specific, focused message that he consistently tells; most likely something like this from 1 Corinthians 15 - For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.
Paul most likely told his story – he shared how Jesus changed his heart with the group of women and then, then the Lord opened Lydia’s heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.

Lydia was converted. It is a word we don’t use very often. She moved from a worshipper of God to a follower of Jesus. Her heart was changed – God opened her heart. I suspect her heart burned with the fire of the Holy Spirit as she listened to Paul’s preaching and her heart was changed.

I had a little burning done inside my heart a week ago last Thursday. It is called a cardiac ablation. Cardiac ablation works by scarring or destroying tissue that blocks the electrical signal that travels through your heart to make it beat. By clearing the signal pathway of the abnormal tissue, your heart may beat normally again. 

I can’t help myself but reflect theologically on this event. I’m hopeful that my electrical problem is gone and my heart will beat in a normal rhythm and rate.

I also know that my heart is changed as a result of this burning. I can feel it.

Lydia’s heart changed to. When she heard about Jesus, God opened her heart and she changed.  She experienced a conversion, a change in her identity and a change in focus for her entire life.
· Has your heart been changed? 

· Has Jesus performed a cardiac ablation on you? 

· When Jesus does the ablation, sin is burned away and a new and clean heart is remains.

· When Jesus does the ablation, the heart is healed of whatever it was that caused the heart to beat in an abnormal rhythm; a rhythm that was out of step with what God intends for us.

· When Jesus does the ablation, he puts an everlasting claim on that heart and promises to fill it with good things.

I would suggest that there are lots of people like Lydia; worshippers of God who have yet to hear about Jesus; people who have yet to experience the burning of the heart that comes when Jesus shows up and takes up residence in that heart. 
He says it in John’s gospel - “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. This home is made in the heart.
How will you know if Jesus has done an ablation on your heart?

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
· God is in the heart business – Jesus is a cardiologist. 

· He has the power to change our hearts. 

· To burn away the sin in our hearts that clings to us, that we cannot get rid of on our own.

· To heal our hearts of every kind of hurt and make them whole. 

· To convert us from worshippers to followers.
This is God’s vision. It is a matter of the heart.

Thanks be to God. Amen

