Sermon 5-18-08

Trinity Sunday

Mathew 28:16-20

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Jesus said; meet me on that mountain in Galilee. You know the place. So they did – how could they not show up.

All kinds of interesting things happen on mountains in the bible. 

Moses spends 40 days on Mount Sinai and comes down with 10 commandments carved on 2 tablets of stone.

Elijah hears God’s voice on a mountain and it is a still small voice He could barely hear it because he expected something else.

Peter, James and John see Jesus changed before their eyes on a mountain plus they get to hear the voice of God.

If you have ever climbed a mountain or done some hiking in the mountains or somehow gotten yourself up into a high place you know that you get a different view of the world.

It is a different perspective, a new perspective. Being up high changes the way you see the world and it can be breathtaking and scary at the same time.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.
I find it to be a very interesting contrast when the 11 disciples meet up with Jesus on that mountain.

They see him.

They worshipped him.

Some doubted
As I think about what it must have been like to be on that mountain with the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ – to see him with my own eyes and to worship him with the other disciples – I think how could there be any doubt?

Why would Matthew record the story this way?

I’ve always had this idea in my head and heart that when it is time for me to stand before the resurrected Christ – all doubt will be gone along with any lingering fear.

But maybe the doubt isn’t in Jesus – maybe they doubted themselves – at least some of them.

Jesus chose the eleven and in true human fashion some doubted.

Am I worthy enough?

Am I capable of doing what Jesus is calling me to do?

Am I smart enough?

Do I have the resources; intellectual or physical or emotional?

What will people think?

Will I do a good enough job?

We all play this game – this conversation we have inside of ourselves.

And at times it becomes an excuse for sitting on the sidelines and not getting involved – I doubt that what I am doing or what we are doing will make any difference in people’s live so I/we won’t do anything.

When we don’t see immediate results we have our doubts.

When the future is unclear in relationship to decisions we doubt.

Doubt is one of those gifts that keeps on giving – it seems like no matter what is in front of us; 

a decision, 

a struggle, 

a health issue, 

a relationship problem,

a faith question,

our friend doubt sets up shop and instantly becomes part of the conversation. 

Doubt is that thing that temps us to go it along – figure it out ourselves – rely only and exclusively on me, myself and I

I think Matthew includes this short sentence because it is real. 

It is honest – even with Jesus standing right in front of us, doubt becomes part of the conversation.

But let me float this out your way – rather than thinking about doubt as a problem - what would happen if we embraced it as a gift; a gift from God. 

A gift that forces us back to God.

A gift that reminds us in so many different ways that we cannot go it along – that we can do nothing apart from the presence of Jesus Christ in our lives - the presence of Christ that is manifested to us by the power of the Holy Spirit.

No wonder he says what he says to this small band of followers.

No wonder he tells them – even the ones who doubted;

 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

If we look to ourselves for all the power and authority then be prepared to welcome doubt into the conversation and doubt will be with you to the end of the age.

If we look to ourselves for all the power and the authority then be prepared to welcome doubt to the conversation and you will be unsure and uncertain about what to teach.

If we look to ourselves for all the power and the authority then be prepared to go no where because then it becomes your mission and not God’s mission.

Doubt pushes us back to Jesus 

· he sets the agenda 

· he gives the mission.

Doubt pushes us back to Jesus 

· he has the authority 

· he has the power

Doubt pushes us back to Jesus

· right where he wants us to be 

· right where we can rest in him 

· right where we can trust his promise 

· remember, I am with you always 

· even when you doubt - to the end of the age.
This is enough – this is Jesus.

In his name and for his sake. Amen
