Sermon 3-25-08

2nd Sunday of Pentecost

Isaiah 49:8-16a

Matthew 6:24-34

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I attended a preaching festival last week in downtown Minneapolis. A dear friend from Washington State came to town and together with another colleague we took in the conference. 2100 preachers from a number of different denominations gathered to worship and hear lectures on the task of the preacher to tell God’s story.

Between Monday night and Thurs at noon I went to 7 worship services and listened to 7 sermons and heard 5 lectures about preaching – and it was good – really good.

And some of you are perhaps thinking – isn’t that a bit much?

Why would someone do that?

The answer is that it wasn’t too much and the reason I did it is to hear some of the best preachers in the country preach and lecture on preaching.

Plus I need to hear someone else preach once in a while – it is good for my soul and I still have a lot to learn.

The danger for the preacher who attends a preaching conference is to come back with a bunch of new ideas and dump them all on his or her listeners the first Sunday back – I’m not going to do that.

But all week long, as I listened to God’s word proclaimed and had the opportunity to sit in the pew with dear friends and worship with out having to lead – this morning’s preaching task was on my mind.

It begins early in the week –this conversation between the preacher and the biblical text – it is initially a two way conversation between the preacher and the text – a conversation facilitated by the Holy Spirit – a conversation that becomes a three way conversation on Sunday morning – that’s right, you are part of the conversation and again, facilitated by the Holy Spirit.

Thus says the LORD: 

In a time of favor I have answered you,

on a day of salvation I have helped you.

God has something to say to us; 

I believe that and I believe that you believe that.

Which is part of the reason we are here this morning – there may

be other reasons as well – some we know and some we perhaps

don’t know.

Part of the reason we are here is that we are looking for answers

and asking for help. 

This was the case with Israel.

In a time of exile and a time of bondage 

· 400 years in Egypt 

· 70 years in Babylon

In a time of confusion and fear.

In a time when God was absent.

There came a day when God acted – when God moved.

Moses is called and sent to help Israel remember who they belong to and set them free from bondage – it was a day of salvation when they left Egypt.

It was a day of salvation when the Persian king Cyrus told the children of Israel they could return home from their captivity in Babylon.

In a time of favor I have answered you.

On day of salvation, I have helped you.
We think of salvation in narrow terms – resurrection to eternal life.

What about a day of salvation now – today – tomorrow – next month.

In a time and on a day God will show up with an answer and with help.

In a time and on a day our ears will be opened and we will hear what God has to say.

But if our God is some other master, then this God will have nothing to say to us.

If our God is food or clothing or wealth or status or a political party or a particular point of view – then this God will have nothing to say.

Jesus is correct – we cannot serve two masters. He is correct in telling us this because His word is a word that always drives us into the right place – it points us in the right direction.

Jesus doesn’t say that any of these things are bad or evil – only that we have to choose who or what we will follow.

Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and then and only then will everything else falls into place – in its proper order.

God speaks to us this morning – saying to those of us in prison;

“come out”. Seek Jesus and His kingdom and His righteousness.

God speaks to us this morning; saying to those of us in darkness, “show yourselves.”
We like the darkness. It hides our frailties and covers our shame.

We like the darkness. It keeps us from seeing the truth of our lives.

We like the darkness. It helps us to hide from God.

Thus says the Lord – show yourselves – come out into the light and I will feed you says the Lord and I will give you something to drink from a spring of water that will never run dry and quench any thirst.

Show yourselves – come out into the light and I will make a straight path for you – a road that will lead you home.

Show yourselves – don’t be afraid.

But we worry about so many things and the walls of our prisons give us an illusion of safety and we can hide in the darkness and then we can say – the Lord has forgotten us and left us – we are on our own.

Yet in a time and on a day the Lord speaks;

· a word to you and me. 

· a light shining in a dark place.

Can a mother forget her nursing child and show no compassion for the child of her womb? 

Is that possible?

A mother never forgets her child – it is an unbreakable bond.

I will not forget you – see I have inscribed you on the palms of my hand.

Oh, and we know; 

· we know those palms
· we know those hands.
We know what they look like; 

· palms pierced by roman nails

· hands that have been nailed to a tree.
We know what they feel like;

· holding us

· guiding us

· washing us

The hands of a man that brings life and light;

in a time of favor - on a day of salvation.

Today is the day – let us come out of the darkness and follow Him.

Amen
