Sermon 6-25-06

7th Sunday Pentecost

Mark 4:35-41

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

It was evening and the sun was setting on another day and Jesus said to them, let us go across to the other side;
he didn’t ask them if they wanted to, 

he didn’t take a vote, 

he didn’t check with each one, 

he said to them, let us go.

Sounds like a command to me – let us go across to the other side.

And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was.
I try and picture in my mind what the scene must have been like. The end of a long day – a day spent dealing with the large crowds that followed Jesus everywhere he went.
The disciples must have been tired.

They had to be relieved to get away from the crowds – get into the boats and be on the move again – going to the other side.

So they got into the boats and the disciples took Jesus with them – just as he was.
It was a smart decision – taking Him with them. They didn’t know it at the time that it was a smart decision. 

They had no way of knowing what the journey across the lake would be like. 
How do any of us know what that journey across the lake will be like?
They had no way of knowing what they would face that night out in the middle of a very large body of water and like the master card ad reminds us – don’t leave home without it – they took Jesus with them on the journey to the other side – just as he was.
Two questions come to mind for me here;

1 – Do we take Jesus with us – have you invited him into your boat?

Many have but there are a lot of folks who haven’t – they get into their boats and head out to sea and Jesus is left standing on the shore.
And 2 – if you have invited him into your boat, do you invite him in just as he is or just as you want him to be? 
Which is it because there is a difference between those two things?
A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 
He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 
I love this story – you can feel the fear of the disciples in that boat.
You can hear the wind howling and the waves crashing.

You can see the darkness and it is all very real to us.

The question the disciples ask is our question; teacher, do you not care that we are perishing

It is all very familiar to us – we’ve all been in that boat on that journey to the other side.
And Jesus speaks into the storm – he speaks into the fear 

and the darkness 

and the tumult

and the questions 

and there is a dead calm.
Not at the end of the journey but right in the middle – there is a dead calm.

A calm that comes from an outside voice – a calm that is quietly and gently spoken deep inside of our lives. So deep that at first we don’t even know it is there but it grows and takes shape and we begin to sense it is there and even though we are traveling in a small, frail vessel and we are not yet to the other side – this dead calm appears. It is hard for us to see it and feel it and trust it.
I just finished reading a book called Gilead. A Pulitzer Prize winning novel about an old Methodist preacher. He is writing a diary to his young son –the preacher’s health is fragile – he is old and knows his time is short. 

It is a wonderful book and it is written in the first person. His first wife had died and as he looks back he remembers that period of time between his first wife’s death and when he meets his second wife – the mother of his son to whom he is writing this diary.
He writes; I could have married again while I was still young. A congregation likes to have a married minister, and I was introduced to every niece and sister-in-law in a hundred miles.

In retrospect, I’m very grateful for whatever reluctance it was that kept me alone until your mother came. Now that I look back, it seems to me that in all that deep darkness a miracle was preparing. 

So I am right to remember it as a blessed time, and myself waiting in confidence, even if I had no idea what I was waiting for.

A dead calm means there is no fear of the other side – where ever that might be.
A dead calm means there is no fear of the storm that was and the storm that is and the storm that will be.
A dead calm means there is no fear of the journey it self. A journey we take in a fragile boat that travels on turbulent waters.

Jesus says – get into the boat with me – just as I am. Not as you want me to be but as I am – the one who commands the wind and the sea – the one who forgives sin – the one who desires to fully direct our lives – the one who conquers death.

And in obedience and trust, we step in and embark on a journey to the other side – a journey filled with a sense of calm that even death cannot shake. Thanks be to God. Amen
CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 30:2,4-5

2  O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me. 4  Sing praises to the LORD, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name. 5  For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.

Let us pray - Lord, you do indeed hear our cries and bring healing and joy. Grant us patience and a faithful heart as we walk with you day by day. 

PRAYERS

As we begin this time of prayer Lord, we quiet our hearts and minds. Lord Jesus, help us to hear your voice - help us to sense and feel your guiding hand in our lives - grant us faithful lives as we seek to serve you each day. LIYM

We pray for your blessing Lord to be upon our young people and adult leaders as they travel in Tanzania. Grant them daily strength and joy in new experiences and people. Fill them with your Spirit each day. LIYM

Be with and bless Eileen DeWald, John Schneider, Vivian Hamlin, Allison Ray, Carla Macy, Patrick Thrawl, Geoff Sunderland, Gene Kadel, Baby Harrison, Jordon Meyer, Marlys Jasper and Pastor Kimberly Leetch with healing and strength. Help them to know your power in each of their lives.

Be with Justus Bergh on his baptism day - clothe him O Lord with the robes of Christ and plant the seed of faith deeply into his life. LIYM

We pray for Jeff Stokes and Gary Scott, deployed servicemen from Augustana. Hold them in the palm of your hand Lord. Protect and guide their lives. Be with and strengthen their families as well.

We pray for all those who serve on our behalf, especially the men and women in Afghanistan and Iraq. May your peace O Lord fill these lands and their people. LIYM
Bless the children who will attend VBS this week. Lord, we pray for a joy filled week of learning and growth. Use the teachers and helpers to touch young lives with the love and grace of Jesus Christ. LIYM
Thank you lord for your faithfulness in our lives - help us to be faithful witness as well in all that we say or do - let it be done for your glory and in your name. Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to worship – friendship pads
thank musicians Kathy Andrews and the Eagan men’s chorus
thank Lisa Grifin, Marcae Bitzer, Alison Babbit – drive-in

Prayers – John Schneider, Pastor Kimberly Leetch, Vivian Hamlin, Allison Ray, Jordon Meyer, Geoff Sunderland, Eileen DeWald, Carla Macy, Patrick Thrawl, Gene Kadel, Jordon Meyer, Marlys Jasper
We pray for our young people in Tanzania

We pray for Justus Bergh as he is baptized this morning
Please note the inserts in your worship folder – Barbecue and Bible Study again this week 

thank you for being in worship - god bless your Sabbath rest

