Trinity Sunday/1st Sunday after Pentecost
6-7-09

Isaiah 6:1-8

John 3:1-17

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Let me begin with what will be for many of you some familiar phrases;

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Today is Trinity Sunday; tri-unity – three in one; the mystery of the Godhead as we understand it as Christians. 
Three; Father Son and Holy Spirit and I use the word understand loosely because in reality, we really don’t understand.
The words of a John Rutter Christmas carol come to mind for me.

How do you capture the wind on the water?

How do you count all the stars in the sky?

How can you measure the love of a mother?

Or how can you write down a baby’s first cry?

The answer to these questions is of course you can’t. You just experience them and you are filled with wonder.

When a person is born again, born from above, born of water and the Spirit, then and only then do we begin to understand three in one.

This is when we begin to understand that it is the nature of the Trinity to reach, to embrace, to seek and to find humanity. 
The Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit keeps reaching, keeps giving, so that we by God’s grace can be saved.

Nicodemus comes to Jesus by night and in response to his questions Jesus refers to a couple of the most uncontrollable and mysterious things in life; wind and birth.

What did you do to get born the first time?

You can see the results of the wind but you cannot see or control it.

My job is not to explain something like the Trinity that I can’t even fully understand but rather my job is to help you to open up your eyes and your hearts to the mystery of this three in one.

To see with the eyes of faith how God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit keeps  reaching, giving, seeking, embracing, loving and serving us.

A live burning coal from God’s altar in heaven that touches our lips and cleanses us for service as God sends us into the world.

The new birth from above through water and the Spirit that enables us to enter the Kingdom of God.

The faith to believe and accept that God so loved the world that He sent His only Son so that whoever believes in Him may not perish but may have eternal life.
There are so many things in life that I don’t understand and much of it has to do with heartache; the tragedy and the sorrow that life sends our way and the manner in which it touches all of us in some way shape or form.

And while I can’t understand the Trinity or even make sense of it, I both know and take comfort in experiencing the love of God, the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the power and fellowship of the Holy Spirit. And in the end this is enough I realize.
In the midst of heartache and in times of great joy and celebration, the love of God, the grace of Jesus and the presence of the Holy Spirit is made known in and through each one of us.

Each one of you here today is a testament to the Trinity – 3 in 1.

Each one of you here today bears witness to this mystery.

Each one of you here today helps me to see that the wind is blowing and where it is blowing; in our community and in our lives for the express purpose of salvation and sending. 
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
Three in one; it is almost as if God in God’s wisdom reaches out to us in every conceivable manner, every possible avenue. 
All for the purpose of knowing; so we would know, so the world will know the love of God, the grace of the Lord Jesus and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
Three in one. God comes. God is here; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God. Amen

