8-15-08 Sermon

5th Sunday of Pentecost

Father’s Day

Matthew 9:35-10:23

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

I happen to mention to Pastor Erickson last week that I had never preached a Father’s Day sermon and he gave me the look and said, ‘why not?’

Good question, I said - it got me thinking.

Part of the reason is a small private protest on my part to what I call the Hallmark Holidays;

Father’s Day

Mother’s Day

Grandparents Day

Valentines Day

I don’t know – maybe Ground Hog’s Day is one too and I’ve just missed it. And let’s not forget administrative professional’s day and I just found out a couple of years ago when I received a very thoughtful card that the whole month of October is pastor’s appreciation month. That one must fly under the radar screen a bit.

I’m sure that I have missed a few others as well.

I’m also sensitive to gender specific events that might exclude some of the hearers of a sermon and any time you preach a gender specific sermon you run the risk of making generalizations. Like, all men don’t listen. Well, maybe that’s not a generalization.

But I appreciated Pastor Erickson’s question and thought to myself, perhaps it is time and when I read the Gospel reading for today and saw that it is about 12 men, I was convinced and convicted.

1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles.

Men are called to ministry – we just sort of take that for granted with all the stories about the apostles but we need to take note of this in the church - men are called by Jesus to walk with him and be his followers. If that isn’t a Father’s Day theme then I don’t know what is

Men are also called by name – this is important - when we hear our name we are more inclined to respond and answer the call.

And we find out here as well as elsewhere in the gospel narratives how some of them made a living.

One was a tax collector - there were a few professional fishermen in the bunch – there was a political activist and one who was in it for the wrong reasons.

12 men who have something to teach us today on Father’s Day.

12 ordinary, oftentimes confused, but well intentioned men who listened to their hearts instead of their brain when they heard Jesus call them by name to come and follow him.

Let’s be honest – if these men would have done what most men do; that is sit down and analyze the situation – think it through and figure out the pros and cons of leaving a good job and following this radical Jesus of Nazareth – they would have never done it.

Men are concerned about security, structure, strength and being a good provider. Jesus sends these 12 out into the world in exactly the opposite manner.

As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. There’s a tough one.

Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. 
This is not Boy Scout theology – you know – be prepared. 

But it is about faith and trusting and being obedient to the one we claim to follow.

And even for those men who are always saying I don’t know what to say or how to say it – Jesus has a promise for you as well - do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time. 

As I listen to this story about these 12 men on Father’s Day 2008; it is their faithfulness to the mission of Jesus that strikes me as being what is most important.

They weren’t perfect husbands or Fathers.

Some of them worked too much.

Some of them worried too much about money and providing for their families.

I’ll bet you that some of them complained about going to worship with their wives and children and I’ll bet some of them struggled with how to pray and understand what it means to be in relationship with God.

And I’ll bet you that some of them used bad language from time to time or drank too much wine or didn’t listen to a spouse in a sensitive or caring manner.

But they still followed Jesus.

They responded to Jesus’ call in each of their lives.

And slowly but surely – with each step – literally each step they took with Him – their lives began to change as they witnessed His teaching and His healing and His miracles and over time they had to begin to see and understand the miracle that He was working in each of their lives.

It seems to me that if we are going to speak about a secular event like Father’s Day – as wonderful a day that it is – if we are going to speak about it in the context of Christian worship – then we need to lift up to all men the call and the claim God has on our lives to be engaged in the mission of Jesus Christ and bear witness to His saving work in our lives.

Men, we don’t have to apologize to anyone because we are believers and followers of Jesus Christ.

Men, there is nothing wimpy at all about being a follower of Jesus. Just take a look at what Jesus promised these 12 men;

See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; 18and you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles.
It would seem that following Jesus involves a cost and a price. Jesus wants our entire life – men, He wants it all and He wants it now.

And if there is a benefit to all of us on this secular day of celebrating and remembering Father’s – it is that today is a day to remember the witness to Jesus that each of our Father’s gave to us. Whatever it was or what it is.

I’ll see my Dad later today and tomorrow he won’t remember that today was Father’s Day or even remember that we had dinner tonight. 

But I will thank God for his witness to Jesus over the years; his expectation of being in worship as a family and the manner in which he loved and served his wife and children and his grandchildren and his church. 

He wasn’t perfect but he followed Jesus and if you ask me – that is the most important thing a Father can do.

That’s what these 12 men did.

And that’s what we are invited to do as well.

In Jesus name and for his sake. Amen

