Sermon 6-8-08
4th Sunday Pentecost

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

Hosea 5:15-6:6

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

History was made this week in good old St. Paul which leaves us with a very good question;

Who will be the next president of the United States? 
Barak Obama or John McCain? 

We will be immersed in that question for the next 5 months and on November 4th the question will be answered.

What are some good questions that you have asked over the years? The kind of question that really makes you think.
The kind of question that gives you pause.
Good questions;
invite us to look deep inside
to reflect on our lives and our values
and on what is important to us.

Good questions have the power to move us to action and force us to consider something about life and faith from a new and different perspective.

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.
Jesus invites Matthew to follow him – that invitation plus Matthew’s response sets in motion events that give rise to a very good question. 

Jesus goes from Matthew’s tax collecting booth directly to Matthew’s house – which was probably a pretty nice house. He goes to Matthew’s house to eat dinner; with an interesting guest list.
As he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
Not only is this a very good question but it is a question that should make us a little uncomfortable – why does Jesus eat with sinners and tax collectors? 

It is not a question about morality or moral behavior but about eating – who is this guy eating dinner with and why is he hanging out with this crowd.

And rather than leaving us to wonder why Jesus calls Matthew the tax collector to follow him and then sits down and eats dinner at Matthew’s house with a bunch of other tax collectors and sinners he gives us the answer.

An answer that might comfort some folk and it may make other folk a little uncomfortable - “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”
When Jesus invites us to follow him and then tells us to go and learn what this means he is not talking about theoretical things or ideas but practical things; 

· I desire mercy and not sacrifice 

· go and learn what this means 
· Go and learn what this means 

· in the context of the new thing I am doing 

· that is eating with sinners and tax collectors and raising the dead.

Because a church that doesn’t understand or practice in its life together that we are in the business of eating with tax collectors and sinners is a church that needs to be raised from the dead.
And a person who has responded to the call of Jesus to follow yet who doesn’t seek to try and understand and love the kind of people Jesus hangs out with needs to be raised from the dead.

Why does the teacher eat with sinners and tax collectors – because he is looking for the unrighteous – he is looking for the sick – the sinful – the sad and the sorrowful.
Go and learn what this means.
· The next time you find yourself in judgment of another person because of how they look or smell

· or how they act

· or their politics

· or their sexual orientation

· or their style of dress or music

· or their age

· or their religious affiliation

· or their marital status

· or from what land they come from

Go and learn what this means – I desire mercy, not sacrifice.

From the leader of the synagogue who aches for his dead daughter and seeks out Jesus to raise her from the dead to the anonymous woman who crawls on her hands and knees through the dusty, smelly feet of a large crowd because she knows – she knows deep in her heart that if she only touches the hem of his robe she will be healed of this 12 year old flow of blood that has shamed her and cut her off from her community – these are the kind of people that Jesus is seeking – people looking for mercy.
Why we ask?

Why does our teacher eat with sinners and tax collectors?

Do we know the answer to this question?

Are we willing to live with the answer to the question? 

Are we willing to serve the answer to the question?
A very good question often empowers us and invites us to go on a journey – to go and learn what this means.

And as we set out on this journey of mercy – I suspect that we will begin to see more clearly the one who invites us to follow – the one who calls you and me from the safe and comfortable booth that we call our lives.

To leave it behind and follow him – and who knows – he may even raise us from the dead.

In Jesus name and for his sake. Amen

Call to worship

Psalm 50:14-15

14    Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
    and pay your vows to the Most High.
 HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/16"  

15    Call on me in the day of trouble;
    I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”
Let us pray;

Lord, we seek your face and your blessing in our lives and worship. Accept our sacrifice of thanksgiving as we call upon you this day.

Amen

Prayers

Lord Jesus – you are the one who seeks us out. You are the one who comes into our homes, our places of employment, our schools and our lives – you seek us out with an invitation to follow. An invitation to trust and to know your mercy – your transforming mercy in our lives. Grant each of us this day the power to follow you as you call us into your kingdom. LIYM

Open our eyes Lord to see as you see – open our hearts to love as you love – open our lives so your mercy might flow through us into the world – to places you call us to live and serve.

God of healing and hope; we pray for your healing power to be upon John Schneider, Duane Freier, Bruce Ohmann, Greg Aune, Dorothy Gustafson, Dennis Holt, Bob Anspach, Paul Hingsberger, Pat Riebau, Dede Edwins, Dorothy Gaard, Tony Kobitza, Peggy Myers, Ed Abas, Ethan Burk and Roman Schifsky. 

God of new life – we pray for the family of Bob Hable as they mourn his death. Fill them with your peace and presence. LIYM
We celebrate the marriage of Amy Tangen and Brad Hass. Bless this couple as they begin their marriage. Be with Cecelia Thelen as she is baptized this morning. Plant the seed of faith deeply into her life and guide her family Lord as they nurture her in the faith. LIYM
We continue to pray for the men and women who serve in our armed forces. We ask O Lord your blessing and peace to rest upon them all – we pray today for Gary Olson, Randy Hedegaard and Clifford Steenberg as they begin their training prior to their deployment to Iraq – guide and keep them in your loving care.

We pray for the gift of peace to rest upon all nations – especially in Iraq, Afghanistan, the Sudan and the Middle East. LIYM
Teach us Lord what it means to be merciful in our words, our actions and in the choices we make each day. Guide our lives and fill us with your grace.

In Jesus name we pray. Amen

Announcements

Welcome to worship – friendship pads – welcome visitors.

Drive-in – Kathy Andrews and Jeff Hawthorne for special music

Sanctuary – we thank Janis Aune and John Metcalfe for their ministry of music. 

Monday evening worship begins tomorrow evening on the Labyrinth – worship is at 6:30 PM
In our prayers this morning we remember John Schneider, Duane Freier, Bruce Ohmann, Greg Aune, Dorothy Gustafson, Dennis Holt, Bob Anspach, Paul Hingsberger, Pat Riebau, Dede Edwins, Dorothy Gaard, Tony Kobitza, Peggy Myers, Ed Abas, Ethan Burk and Roman Schifsky. 

Me pray for the family of Bob Hable as they mourn his death and we thank God for the wedding of Amy Tangen/Brad Hass and the baptism of Cecelia Thelen
Sanctuary – juice and cookies will be served in the narthx following worship and all are invited to stay for a time of fellowship and conversation.
Thank you for being present in worship. God bless and keep you this day and week.
