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Poor Peter.  He tries so hard.  Here he is, part of this elite group of three invited up to the top of a mountain to be a part of this mystical, powerful experience where he sees Christ in the fullness of his power, alongside the fathers of faith.  He is clearly overwhelmed by the experience, and can you blame him?  His teacher is more than a teacher – he is the transfigured Son of God.  I imagine Peter standing there, wide-eyed and slack-jawed, in complete awe as Jesus begins to shine like the sun.

In this light, Peter cannot keep silent. “Lord, it is good for us to be here,” he says, and it’s true.  It is very good for them to be there.  He also knows that he can’t just stand there.  He is filled to bursting with the wonder of the moment, and he’s simply got to do something.  He wants to do something.  He has been moved by the truth of the power of Christ, and it is no longer enough to just watch and listen.  He has been inspired to ask himself: now what?  I have been changed by what I have seen and heard – what will I do about it?

And what does he want to do?  Poor, confused Peter.  He’d like to build a couple shacks up on that mountaintop for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah.  Really, Peter?  You’d like to put together three rickety little sheds to pay honor to your Lord, the Son of God, and two of the most revered patriarchs of faith?  Christ has revealed his true glory to you, and you want to make him a lean-to?  Do you really think that’s what your God needs of you?

Oh, Peter.  We can’t even be really mad at you, because we know exactly how you feel.  We have also been in that place where we have been so inspired, so profoundly moved, that we knew our lives would never be the same.  We have to do something with the wonder and glory of what we just saw or heard.  Far too often, we act out of impulse, not thinking clearly about what actually needs to be done.  We know we need to do something, and instead of taking some time to ask ourselves what we really can do, what we’re truly called to do, what gifts are within us and what opportunities are before us, instead we just do something.  Anything.  We expend our energy on something that seems like a good idea at the time, and in the meantime, our lives – and the lives of those around us – remain unchanged.  The opportunity and the inspiration are wasted.

I’m not immune to this temptation, either.  When I went to South East Asia, I found myself so inspired by the faith of the people I met there.  The beauty of creation on that part of the world, the incredible grace and hospitality of the people, and the clear sense that God’s word was working in this strange, new place left me in awe.  I was like Peter, staring around with glassy eyes, so honored and amazed that I was fortunate enough to be in this place with these people.  I wanted to do something, something that would mark what I had seen and pay tribute to the experience.  What did I decide I would do?  Having loved Thailand especially, I decided I would learn Thai.


Me learning Thai was like Peter building a home for Moses.  What good would it do?  My call was not to missionary work.  Thai’s not exactly a language with daily application in Minnesota.  And besides, do you know how hard that language is?  It would be a poor use of my abilities, a huge drain on my time, and wouldn’t actually do anything towards serving God and my neighbor in a way that honored the experience I had.  I was so overwhelmed by the inspiration of the moment that I didn’t think very clearly about what I should do next.

When we encounter the fullness of God’s glory, it can be a really powerful experience.  We are moved to tears with gratitude, joy, and peace.  We are inspired on a deep and profound level, and we are filled with a sense of urgency, meaning, and power.  We ask ourselves: now what?  I am brimming with emotion and energy: what do I do with it?  It can be hard to figure out, sometimes, and we don’t always make the right decision.  Sometimes we don’t do anything at all.  I think of the voice of God coming down as Peter, James, and John as they were trying to answer that same question: “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!”  Peter needed to hear that, and so do we.  When you are wondering what you are to do next, the right answer is always first to listen.


Listen carefully to what God is asking you to do.  Don’t just jump to something easy because it’s there.  This, of course, means that you’re going to have to be patient.  You’re going to have to go out into the world watching and listening for the place that your abilities and the world’s needs meet.  You’re going to have to hold on to that sense of inspiration, storing it away for you to call on again when you are feeling tired, disheartened, or frustrated.  You’re going to have to believe that you are good for something, something incredible, and that God needs and wants you to be out in the world to do it.

We come to experience Christ for a reason, and that reason is to be sent back out again.  When we come to the mountaintop, like Peter, we are filled with the strength, motivation, and courage to go into the world.  But we’re not meant to do just nothing with it.  Whether that mountaintop is an amazing concert, fulfilling worship, or an incredible combination of both like we’re about to experience, the joy we feel at that mountaintop should not be experienced in isolation.  It should be carried with us as we seek ways to live out our gifts, love God with all our heart and soul and strength, and to share the good news of Christ with everyone we meet.

If the mountaintop of worship today gets left here, if you exit the doors of this sanctuary simply saying “wasn’t that great?”, if you don’t let your emotions move into action, you are not living fully as a Christian.  You should be asking, “Now what?  How will what I have seen and heard and felt motivate me in my days ahead?  How will Sunday apply to Monday, and Tuesday, and the rest of my week, and the rest of my life?”  Our encounter with Christ is not meant to stay on the mountaintop – it’s meant to go out into the world.


Let the words and music of this day motivate you towards greater kindness, so that others can know the joy you feel through your faith.  Let it challenge you to share the love of Christ with everyone you meet, bringing them to the same fulfillment and hope we find in God.  Let it teach you to be a better parent, a better employee, a better student, a better friend, or a better spouse.  Don’t leave your experience of Christ stay in this building.  Don’t settle for a cheap, token gesture that serves no real purpose.  Look for the deeper need, the greater challenge, the harder answer, and be the one that carries the presence of Christ with you into that void.  

The world needs you.  The kingdom of God needs you.  You are so important and so valuable that God’s work can’t be done without you.  May you continue to know God’s work in your life, may you always work to make Christ known in your work and relationships, and may the Holy Spirit strengthen you to greater and greater service.  For you, and your good work for the sake of all creation, thanks be to God.
