Sermon 7-20-08
10th Sunday of Pentecost

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

The Kingdom of heaven is like____________?
Like what?

How would you answer the question? 

Today – right now – how would you answer the question?

Your answer depends on what kind of person you are and what your faith journey has been and what your gifts and abilities are and how you see and understand the world as well as whatever it might be that is going on in your life right now.
In other words, each one of us might answer the question a bit differently.

Jesus answers the question a number of different ways in chapter 13 of Matthew’s gospel.
6 different parables.

6 different answers to the question – what is the kingdom of heaven like?

The kingdom of heaven 

_ is like a mustard seed that is planted

– it is like yeast that a woman mixes in her flour 

– it is like a treasure hidden in a field 

– it is like a merchant in search of fine pearls 

– it is like a net thrown into the sea

And today’s parable - “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 
What about those weeds – those pesky – persistent – sneaky weeds.

They appear just about anywhere in spite of our best efforts to sow nothing but good seed like the master in the parable.

They appear when we don’t want them to appear.

And we all know what weeds can do to a garden or a field – they make it unsightly and it appears messy – unkempt and uncared for.
What about those weeds – those pesky – persistent – sneaky weeds.

I like this parable.

I like the way the master responds to the request of the slaves to go after the weeds.

The slaves are confident the master sowed nothing but good seed and they question where the weeds come from.

Have you ever asked that question – where did these weeds come from?

We ask it a number of different ways like;

I don’t understand why I did that?

That’s not me?

Why can’t I keep my mouth shut?

What makes it so hard for me to love this person?

How come I’m so tightfisted?

What is it about those weeds? 

They sure are easy to see in other people’s fields – mixed in with the wheat and we think – I should really help him or her pull those weeds. 
It sure would be a big help to them if they would just get rid of those weeds – I can see them - why can’t she – I could help him get rid of his weeds.
I like the way the master responds to the slave’s request to get rid of the weeds. It is different than how you or I would respond.
When we see a weed our first impulse is to pull it out of the soil and get rid of it. 
But notice what the master does in the parable – the master is patient.

The master is wise.

Somehow the master sees things differently than the slaves. 

A good thing to for if the weeds are pulled too soon – the wheat would be uprooted too so let’s just wait says the master – let’s just wait.

Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers; collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’
The weeds will eventually be taken care of by the master. They will be gathered and burned at the harvest but in the meantime says the master, just let them grow along side the good seed. 

It is a comfort to know the good seed can still grow in spite of those pesky, persistent weeds and it is also a comfort to know that the weeds are hard to see and at times it is hard to know what is a weed and not a weed.

I have this picture in my mind of a little boy or girl running into the house on a beautiful June day with a fistful of dandelions. Freshly picked and already drooping and proudly giving what are in his or her eyes these beautiful yellow flowers to Mom – and Jesus reminds us that unless we become like little children, we shall never enter the Kingdom of heaven.

I’m thankful the master is patient about the weeds and while this may sound strange - I’m not afraid of the promise that they will be gathered and bundled and burned.
Because after the weeds are gathered and bundled and burned, what will remain is that which is produced by the good seed. A bountiful harvest – a beautiful harvest – a righteous harvest.
And the master knows – the master knows the difference between wheat and a weed. We can’t see the difference – but the master can.
And Jesus reminds us – this is what the kingdom of heaven is like.

Let anyone with ears listen!
