7-29-07 Sermon

9th Sunday after Pentecost

Colossians 2:6-19

Luke 11:1-13

Dear friends in Christ, grace and peace. Amen

Let me begin by sharing with you a document from our archives. Translated from Swedish to English it comes from a book given to Augustana by the first Pastor; Andreas Noren – this is what I would call historical narrative.

Read translated notes.

Sounds like typical Lutheran understatement – much enthusiasm and agreeableness shown by all who attended this eventful meeting on August 1, 1907
Pastor Noren was a good pastor and leader. How do I know that? He begins the organizational meeting on July 10 with a meditation on the “city of God” using Psalm 46 as his text.

In other words, he sets the context for the beginning of a church firmly in God’s word

more specifically in Psalm 46;

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble
more specifically in verses 4 and 5 of psalm 46;
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
It was a perfect text for Pastor Noren to use. The river shaped the city of St. Paul – it was a powerful image for those Swedish immigrants – God is in the midst of the city the psalmist says. It shall not be moved – God will help it when the morning dawns.

I wonder what words he shared with those people on July 10, 1907. Would they get organized this time – they had been working on it for 2 years – I wonder if he emphasized this promise – God will help it when the morning dawns.
These powerful promises had to speak loudly and clearly to these Swedish immigrants. When you stop and think of all that was left behind in their homeland and the uncertainty they faced in a new land – it is no wonder they went to the word for hope and strength.

It is no wonder they desired to gather as a church in order to ground their new lives in a new land in the old old story.

And this hasn’t changed in 100 years; the desire to gather as a church in order to ground our lives each new day in the old old story. 27 adults and 35 children in 1907 – young and old seeking to know Christ.
The reading from Colossians articulates this perfectly for us; look at how it begins – it fully captures the heart of the day as we celebrate 100 years;
As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
continue to live your lives in him, 
rooted and built up in him 
and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving.
This word looks backward and it looks forward.
We receive Christ in the church – where the sacraments are administered and the Word of God is preached.

And then we continue to live our lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as we were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
For 100 years.

Sunday after Sunday, month after month, year after year.

In good times and in difficult times.

In peace and in war.

In abundance and in scarcity Augustana church has lived out its life in him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith as we were taught and abounding in thanksgiving.

And we are warned in this text as well - see to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ.
Whenever the church strays from Christ – whether the intentions are good or not good – the church is not rooted and grounded where it needs to be.

The writer of this letter to the Colossians reminds us that the substance belongs to Christ – everything else is secondary. He is the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God.
And so today we abound with thanksgiving as we are instructed to do. Thanksgiving for being in the city, on a river named Robert St.
Thanksgiving for the substance of this faith community over the years – the substance of Jesus Christ in our midst and in our lives.

Thanksgiving for what is to come – for we know and trust that we have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
That we will continue to live our lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as we were taught 
I close this morning with a prayer written in 1927 and included in some meeting notes summarizing the first 20 years of Augustana Church –  keep in mind this was prayed 20 years after the beginning of Augustana Church – it has been answered and we pray that it will answered in the years to come;
Heavenly Father, in Jesus Name, we praise and magnify Thee for Thy providential care and manifold blessings throughout these twenty years. May Thy goodness and love continue to be showed upon us and inspire us to “expect greater things from Thee and to attempt greater things for Thee”

We remember.

We rejoice,

We renew

And the substance belongs to Christ. Amen

Call to worship

Psalm 46:1-2

1    God is our refuge and strength,
    a very present help in trouble.
 

2    Therefore we will not fear
Let us prayer – we give you thanks and praise Lord God for your steadfast love and strength in our lives. Fill us with your goodness and mercy s we worship this day.

Amen

Prayers - Lord, your love and mercy have sustained us and this congregation through the years. You alone give strength and hope. We thank you for the abundance of your gifts and grace in our lives. Help us to abound in thanksgiving and be steadfast in love as a church and a people. LIYM

We thank you Lord for the founders of Augustana Church; 27 adults and 35 children; for their trust in you and their faithfulness to proclaim Jesus Christ in their daily lives. Lord you have guided and sustained this faith community throughout the years. Today as we celebrate and remember, help us to look forward in vision and in hope for what you will continue to do in our midst and in our lives; knowing that the substance belongs to Christ. LIYM

Lord Jesus - you invite us to ask, seek and knock – we ask this day on behalf of those in our midst who need healing of body, mind or spirit - bless and keep them in your care as we name them before you today……be with Bruce Ohmann, Ruth Larson, Duane Freier, Bev Bromley, Esther Mundt, Mary Partlow, John Schneider, Renee Kaufenberg, Brendon Fredrick, Mickey Gutzman, Shirly Mattson, Irene Devendorf and Samantha, Chloe, and Guinevere Shibata. LIYM

Be with and bless the families of Elsie Gjelten and Irene Wardrum. Grant comfort and hope to these families.

We pray for your blessing to be upon Janet Metcalfe and the group who travel to Guatemala to share time with our sisters and brothers in that country. Grant them a joy filled, safe journey each day Lord We pray for our sister congregation, Pastor Jose Antonio as well as Pastor Castillo and his wife Esther and the staff of the Augustian Lutheran Church of Guatemala. We thank you Lord for global connections and for the Christians in Guatemala. LIYM

Lord Jesus, as a faith community, open our eyes and hearts to the real and felt needs that surround us. Help us to bold in our witness and generous in our response as we seek to give ourselves away in your name.

In Jesus name we pray. Amen

Announcements

Welcome to worship – a special word of welcome to visitors and guests - registration pads - friendship pads – we celebrate holy communion this morning and all are welcomed to the Lord’s table. Communion will be by intinction – 2 stations
thanks to musicians –Lisa Griffin, Lori Maxwell, Matthew Fritz 

Senior choir and alumni,DeAnn Crossley, Kathy Andrews, Ingrid and Janis Aune, Susan Berg-Williams and John Bulger
in our prayers - with Bruce Ohmann, Ruth Larson, Duane Freier, John Schneider, Renee Kaufenberg, Brendon Fredrick, Mickey Gutzman, Esther Mundt, Mary Partlow, Bev Bromley, Shirly Mattson, Irene Devendorf and Samantha, Chloe, and Guinevere Shibata. The families of Elsie Gjelten and Irene Wardrum and the group that travels to Guatemala.
It is a great day for a good old fashioned church picnic - a special thanks to all who have helped to make it possible – I was instructed to tell you that games will be starting right after church so hopefully not everyone will run to the food line! People are welcome to join in even if they have not rsvped – there will be enough so welcome.   Also the committee thanks everyone for all their work in planning and working to make the picnic successful.  

Please stop and take a look out by the time-line in the narthex at an 1860 Swedish bible given by Karen Castillo and her family to Augustana. I understand it is a pastor’s teaching bible – it is beautiful and we thank Karen and her family for giving to Augustana as we celebrate our centennial year
Thank you for being in worship today – may God bless your day of Sabbath rest.
