July 9, 2006

Mark 6:1-13   Who’s There?

Compassionate God,  Open our hearts and minds that we might hear your Word  anew. Send your Holy Spirit on us today in this place, and fill us with your life-changing power.  In the name of Christ Jesus our healer. Amen.

It’s important that you know a little about me as your preacher today, so I thought I’d share a piece of information about myself, something not many people know. In fact, I don’t think Pastor Aune knows this…I love puns and stupid jokes. Yep, that means I’m a fan of Knock-Knock jokes. I’m hoping that you’ll “humor” me and help me out with a couple. I’ll start, then you come in.

Knock Knock!  Who’s There?

Ken.                   Ken who?
Ken you just open the door and let me in??

Knock Knock!  Who’s There?

You.                  You who?
You who, is anybody home?

Although I got the start up-lines, you are the ones asking the questions, “Who’s There?” You get to assess: Do I want to talk to anyone right now? Is it safe? Do I want to open my door?
In today’s gospel reading, something similar is going on. Look at Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown. Jesus had been doing great miracles in other cities, he even healed a little girl they thought was dead. Crowds followed Jesus wherever he went. You’d expect Nazareth to proudly celebrate the return of the hometown boy. Wrong!  Just listen…
“Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon. Are not his sisters here with us? And they took offense at him.”

· Jesus, Who are You that you think you’re so important, teaching in the synagogue? 

· You’re just a middle-class carpenter.

· You dishonor your family and offend the rest of us here in Nazareth...

· Don’t you come knocking on our doors expecting us to welcome you in!.

 “And Jesus could do no deed of power in Nazareth, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.” 

So Jesus moved on… In defeat? No. It was through understanding and compassion. 

Jesus reads the stories beneath their angry resentful words. He interprets their actions as evidence of deep hurt, emptiness and brokenness. And...Jesus realizes he has a huge job ahead of him. 

So he gathers his 12 disciples to take on some of the work. Jesus gives them some advice about going door-to-door, city-to-city . “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” You’ll encounter people in every village who will not open their doors. There will be some who aren’t ready to listen to you. Don’t take it personally, just move on to the next place.

Jesus knew the disciples were well equipped for the job.  Their main qualification was, they were human. Which means, they also could be stubborn, closed-minded and hard-hearted. Let’s take a look:
Matthew: a tax collector. If he fit the mold, he was corrupt, heartless, a real tough-guy that didn’t need ‘nothin’ from nobody.’ And he didn’t see any need to change how he did business or how he lived. At least not until Jesus called him to be a disciple.

Peter: Always speaking before thinking. He couldn’t seem to control his impulsive behavior. He said Yes to Jesus, “You are the Son of the Living God,” but then before long, he flat-out denies even knowing Jesus - three times.

Each of the disciples had their own pain and brokenness (demons, if you will).  It could cloud their thoughts and close their hearts to Jesus’ healing. They became the ones saying gruffly, “Who’s There?  Go away!”

But, in due time, (and time and again) Jesus broke through their defenses and he showed them a new way of interpreting life. They were  released from demons. They experienced the miracle of healing. Then Jesus sends these same disciples out to the villages to witness, to be wounded healers to the people and communities. 

In many ways, we are like the disciples. We have pain, brokenness and our own demons. 

We also guard our doors and limit access to our inner selves because the pain that lies beneath is too great bear..

Jerry is a respected leader in his congregation, has a good job and retirement is only a few years. His youngest daughter just graduated from high school, …And his wife is dying of cancer. Jerry says he is coping just fine, but others see he is angry and resentful. His pastor has offered him family counseling or a referral to a grief therapist. But Jerry refuses, “I can deal with it on my own. I don’t want your help or your pity!!”  Jerry’s life is spinning out of control.  Right now, the future is too frightening to face. He’s not able to open the door that would lead to healing.

How about you and I? How do we protect ourselves from the pain of confronting emptiness, fear, shame?
· Do we develop an “I don’t care anymore” attitude?

· Do we lash out in anger?
· Maybe we hide behind a smile and say “Everything’s alright”?
Sadly when we guard ourselves like this,
we might not hear someone’s words of hope. We might close ourselves off from the healing they bring. 

But, Christ reads the stories beneath our words and interprets our stories with compassion. Might he say: “I can see you’re not ready today. Maybe another day, maybe a different disciple.”  Yet through it all, Christ patiently, lovingly waits for an opening into your lives and your hearts, then embraces you with his life-changing power and his healing presence.  
And, like the disciples, Christ also sends you and me out to the countryside to witness as wounded healers. And when you are greeted with a grumpy, “Who’s There?”  you’ll understand, and you can respond  with patience and compassion.

Mark 6:1-13 

He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, "Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house." 5And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 11If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them." 12So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

the pain of confronting emptiness, fear and shame?
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