Maybe you’ve heard the word “vocation” used before.  It’s one of those fancy theological words that gets tossed out without everyone always agreeing – or understanding – what it actually means.  I’m sure you’ve been losing sleep about it, so you’ll probably be glad to know that vocation comes from the Latin verb vocare, which means “to call”.  That’s why you might also hear people talk of being “called” to their work.  However, the word vocation has been monopolized by those who see the only real calling as serving in religion.

For instance, all though seminary we were asked to tell our call stories.  There’s that word again: calling.  In fact, I was asked to tell my call story so much that I had many different versions: the perfunctory 2 minute version, the more in-depth 5-7 page version, the intense 10 minute theological revelation version, and the calm job-interview version.  I was asked to talk about my calling a lot.  But there was a problem with that, aside from the fact that my repetitious call story got really boring after a while.
We sometimes like to think of vocation as something only people in religious fields do. That point gets driven home when we ask priests or pastors to tell their call stories a million times.  When was the last time you told your call story?  How many times have you been asked to tell the story of realizing your vocation?  Do you even realize that you have a vocation?
Imagine with me: what if everything you did was in response to God’s call?  What if you were constantly working for the good of God’s kingdom in this world, no matter what you were doing?  What if your role in your family – as daughter, son, aunt, cousin, grandfather, parent, sister, step-brother – was lived out in accordance with God’s call in your life?  
What if your daily work – teacher, banker, doctor, secretary, stay-at-home parent, dentist, salesperson, student, entertainer – was what God wanted you to do in the world?  What if that fancy word “vocation” applied to you?  What if it’s you that God is calling to do God’s good work?
I think I might have an idea of what you might say to that: “Oh, I couldn’t be doing God’s work.  I’m just doing whatever it is that I do to make a living.  I’m not really that important.”  Well, isn’t that humble and Midwestern of you.  But it’s wrong.  Who you are, what you do, the relationships you maintain, the people you serve and care for – these are all ways that you serve God and your neighbor in your vocation.  Because the way you live and work in this world are all places you are being called.  What if it’s not someone else being called to a vocation – what if it’s you?
I listen to the words of Paul in our lesson for today.  Paul, who wrote roughly half the books of the New Testament, considers himself the least of the apostles. He says, “Last of all, as to one untimely born, [Jesus] appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”  Such self-degradation – Paul was a pretty good Midwestern Lutheran, too, it seems.  But then listen to what he says afterwards: “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.”  
Part of what make’s Paul’s words so convincing is his realization that it’s not what he does that’s important, but what God does through him.  This is strong vocational theology, here.  By the grace of God, you are what you are.  In anything you do, the grace of god is with you.  Because of God’s work in you, you do God’s work.  You really and truly are being called – dramatically, intentionally.  It’s you that God wants – you and everything you do and are.  Including what you do in your work – because, by the grace of God, you can do God’s work no matter what work you’re doing.
And then, of course, there’s Simon’s response to Jesus’ work in his life, in the midst of Simon’s life as a fisherman: "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!"  When he sees the kinds of things he can do in his life when he is doing his work by God’s grace, he is overwhelmed.  He does not seem to think that he’s worthy of this divine call in his work.
Much like Paul, Simon does not think he can really be what he is called to be.  This Simon will later be called Peter – Peter, who Jesus declares will be the rock on which the church is built; Peter, who is historically the first Pope and early leader of the young Christian faith, alongside Paul the Apostle who spreads Christ’s message.  Peter, like Paul, did not seem to think he was worthy or able to be called to God’s work.

I hear of these two great leaders of the faith, untiring in their work for Christ, who didn’t even think that they could be teachers and preachers because of who they were or what they did.  I can’t help but wonder: who else has decided that God couldn’t possibly do a thing with them?  How many of you have already decided that your work is not indeed a holy calling?  Who among is wondering how God’s work is going to get done, because their work is clearly not good enough?
I would like to challenge you: what if it’s you?  What if you’re the one that God is calling?  How would that change the way that you look at your life, your work, and your relationships?  What if it’s you that God is using in remarkable ways to change misconceptions, to build the faith, to instill love, to bless others?  What if it’s you who has a vocation, a holy calling, work to be done in the work you’re already doing?
And what if that’s not a question – what if that’s the truth?  Because God is calling – God has already called.  And it is our blessing to live out that call in all we do.  May you never sell yourself short, and may God’s work be continually done in you.  Thanks be to God.

